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THE SECRET LIFE OF 




ON THE WATERFRONT 

Initiative to let voters enforce height limits Pio 



LEFT OF THE DIAL 

New music column looks at old classic pi8 



SPECULATORS CONFRONTED 



Tenant activists spotlight serial evictors pi3 



ADVERTORIAL 



Japanify your American food 



Asian countries, with similar cooking 
styles to Japan, have quickly adopted 
Japanese ingredients. But most 
Americans only eat Japanese food at 
restaurants and don' t use Japanese 
ingredients at home. 

Japan' s Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) hopes 
to boost exports to the US by asking 
San Francisco chefs to create original 
dishes that can be enjoyed by Ameri- 
cans, while showcasing Japanese 
ingredients. Once Americans become 
familiar with the use of the materials, 
we might buy them to create our own 
special dishes at home. 

Why now? Because the quasi- 
governmental Japan External Trade 
Organization (JETRO) is sponsoring 
Japanese food producers to display at 
the Japan Pavilion at the Winter 
Fancy Food Show 2014 in San Fran- 
cisco (Jan. 19-21). To support the 
exhibitors, MAFF will sponsor a 
Japan Food Festival with two events 
in San Francisco: a Sampling Event 
(Jan. 16-17) and Japan Restaurant 
Week (Jan. 18-26). The planned 



events are on a larger scale than simi- 
lar events MAFF has sponsored. (See 
their website: www.jfoodfest.com) 

For the Sampling Event, two 
restaurants in San Francisco will 
offer "Garlic Edamame" samples to 
the first 200 customers who purchase 
any product during lunch time (11:30 
- 13:00): JapaCurry, a food truck 
scheduled to set up near 612 Mission 
Street on Jan. 16th and near 200 San- 
some Street on Jan. 17th, and Onig- 
illy, at 343 Kearny Street. 

For the Restaurant Week campaign, 
dishes using ingredients from the 
food show, and meant to appeal to 
American consumers, will be 
prepared by chefs at ten local restau- 
rants: Ame, Anzu, Kyu, Chotto, 
Onigilly, Nombe, Nojo, Roku, the 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel, and Delica. 

If you appreciate food, and think 
you can tell the difference between 
lemon and yuzu, you should try 
these — taste them at the events, get 
some ideas, then see if they can add 
some originality to your kitchen. 

Brown Rice Drink - a milk substi- 



tute for those who also don' t tolerate 
soy milk. The featured product con- 
tains only water and brown rice. 

Green Tea Powder is easy to 
make. Though tea ceremony is an art 
form in Japan, green tea can be 
simply shaken in a vacuum bottle. 

Gyokuro Green Tea leaves are 
shaded at least two weeks before 
harvest to give a sweet flavor and 
distinct aroma. Should be steeped 
longer and at lower temperature than 
usual. 

Mulberry Tea - a traditional Chi- 
nese herbal remedy getting attention 
from diabetics, as it is thought to 
reduce glucose absorption. 

Junmai Ginjo-shu Sake has had at 
least 40% of the rice grain milled 
away, removing proteins and fats that 
influence taste, for a mellower 
sake — often consumed cold. 

Mirin is rice wine like sake, but 
with less alcohol and more natural 
sugar. Used in teriyaki and other 
sauces. 

Sprouted Black Sesame Paste - 

good on toast and chock full of 



yummy minerals. Not half bad with 
vanilla ice cream. 

Creamy Sesame Salad Dressing 
goes well with shredded cabbage, 
safflower, etc. 

Pure Sesame Oil adds a mellow 
flavor and sweet fragrance to 
dressings. Its low flashpoint makes it 
unsuitable as stir-fry oil, but it can be 
added at the end of cooking. 

Sesame Miso can be used to make 
your own healthy dressing. 

Miso dipping sauce - Dip your 
vegetables. 

Yuzu Salt tastes like a mixture of 
lemon, grapefruit and mandarin 
orange — and salt. Can be used like 
lemon salt. 

Shio-koji is koji mold fermented in 
salt. It brings out the umami in foods. 
A natural alternative to MSG. 

Pickled Cucumber with Hot 
Pepper Leaf, and Pickled Burdock 
with Soy Sauce Flavor make 
pleasant contrasts to the plainness of 
white rice. 

Konnyaku Noodles, made from a 
type of yam, are mainly water-soluble 



dietary fiber. Used in "nabe" hotpot 
dishes and sukiyaki. The featured 
noodles add spinach and pumpkin 
flavors. 

Okara Konnyauku is a cut-up 
block of konnyaku covered with soy 
powder, a byproduct of soy milk and 
tofu processing. A low- fat dessert. 

Rice Ramen Noodles - used in 
ramen soup, but also be in yakisoba, 
fried noodles with pork cabbage and 
sauce. 

Roasted Nori seaweed wraps 
rolled sushi, cone-shaped hand-rolled 
sushi, and rice balls. 

Shredded Aonori is made from 
green algae different from the 
seaweed used for regular nori. Used 
as topping for yakisoba, okonomiyaki 
and takoyaki. 

Sweet Adzuki Beans ~ topping for 
shaved ice treats and other desserts, 
usually with condensed milk 

Purple sweet potato powder is 
natural red food coloring. Competing 
cochineal extract is made from 
insects. 



Food Festival 




January 18* to 26*"^, 2014 www.jfoodfest.com 

Japanese food delights 

w Y'^^ ^ ^ ^\ I ^\ During the campaign period, we will provide special 

^/ [ B menus using Japanese ingredients. 

^ J Please ask restaurant staff for details and recommendations. 



Restaurant 


Address 


Tel 


O Ame 


689 Mission Street, 

San Francisco, CA 94105-4126 


415-284-4040 


Q ANZU 


222 IVIason Street, 

San Francisco, CA 94102 


415-394-1100 


©KYU 


639 Post Street, 


415-441-1099 


San Francisco, CA 94109 


O Chotto 


331 7 Steiner Street, 
San Francisco, CA 94123 


415-441-2223 


0 Onigilly 


343 Kearny Street, 

San Francisco, CA 94108 


415-671-4706 


O Nombe 


2491 IVIission Street, 
San Francisco, CA 941 10 


415-681-7150 


O Nojo 


231 Franklin Street, 
San Francisco, CA 94102 


415-896-4587 


O Roku 


1819 IVIarket Street, 
San Francisco, CA 94103 


415-861-6500 


^ Brasserie S&P 

^ at Mandarin Oriental 


222 Sansome Street, 
San Francisco, CA 94104 


415-986-2020 


(E) DELICA 


1 Ferry BIdg, Shop 45 
San Francisco, CA 941 1 1 


415-834-0344 




Special gift campaign 



January 16**^ to 17*^ 2014 
11:30 to 13:00 

First 200 paying customers will receive 
an authentic Japanese appetizer! 

Please look for this banner in front of 
participating stores! 

JapaCurry 

Jan 16th (Thurs) 
612 Mission St 

Jan 17th (Fri) 
200 Sansome St 








Onigilly 






343 Kearny St 1 





MAFF 

Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries 
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SEXY 
MORE 
YES 
CATS 
MAPLE 
HELLO 
BACON 
FLUEVOGS 



JomFhieyoc 




FURTHER REDUCTIONS! 






JOHN FLUEVOG SHOES 1697 HAIGHTST 415.436-9784 | 253 GRANT AVE 415.296-7900 FLUEVOG.COM 

DISCLAIMER: 'YES CATS' ARE EXTREMELY RARE, AS ARE BACON FLUEVOGS, ALTHOUGH BOTH ARE ROUTINELY WORN BY LAZY UNICORNS 
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INTELLIGENCE 





SF NOT GAY ENOUGH 

San Francisco is No. 11 in The 
Advocate's list of the 24 Gayest Cities 
in America. Washington D.C. won 
the top slot (somehow). The Advocate 
gives points for gay rodeos, LGBT 
elected officials, lesbian-coupled 
households, gay bars, and wonnen's 
colleges. Apparently, the connbined 
nnight of Supervisors Scott Weiner and 
David Cannpos could not nnake up for 
our dearth of gay rodeos. IVIeanwhile, 
an enlightening article on the Mission 
Local blog, "SF: Once a Mecca, Now a 
Mirage," detailed the intense struggles 
of LGBT folk who nnove here fronn other 
cities to find jobs and housing in the 
current econonnic clinnate. 



GOOGLE AHOY 

File this under "not gettingthe point." 
Google has chartered a private boat 
called The Triumphant to ferry its 
employees to work, maybe trying to 
avoid the stigma of its controversial 
buses. Sorry to say, Google, switching 
from buses to boats won't make SF 
less uncomfortable. Does this mean 
future protests will be by kayak? In 
other Google news, the tech giant 
just bought Nest, the eerily prescient 
thermostat that we cited in last week's 
issue as a "robot in your home," for 
$3.2 billion. With Google, one day a 
thermostat may drive your boat. 



SWEET CHRON? 

The San Francisco Chronicle appoint- 
ed a new president last week, and 
raised a few eyebrows. The newbie is 
Kristine Shine, former chief revenue 
officer of celebrity gossip website 
POPSUGAR (of course it's written in 
all-caps). Insiders say the Chron has an 
eye toward beefing up its web division 
— and maybe sweetening it up as well. 



DESERT CARAVAN 

The 2014 arttheme for Burning Man 
will be Caravansary, usingtheold Silk 
Road sanctuaries and trading out- 
posts to promote "a grand commerce 
of ideas," SF-based Black Rock City 
LLC has announced, "a bazaar of the 
bizarre wherein treasures of every 
sort, from every land and age, flow in 
and outto be flaunted, lost, exploited 
and discovered." As the population 
of this temporary Nevada city edges 
toward 70,000, the company is also 
tryingto limittraffic by requiring 
vehicle passes forthefirsttime, sell- 
ing 35,000 for $40 each. Caravans 
indeed! But ticket prices remain at 
$380 this year, with directed group 
sales on Feb. 12 and individual ticket 
registration starting Feb. 20. 



SNAZZY SEATS 



Armrests are so 2013. BART unveiled interior design details this week for its new fleet of trains, which will 
arrive in June 2015. In: wipeable seats, snazzy bike racks, digital real-time maps with announcements in 
different languages, color-coded (chartreuse!) areas for seniorsand disabled riders, new door technology 
to cut down on noise, and more. Out: armrests, which can be uncomfortable for larger passengers. True to 
BART form, the new trains won't be in service until 2017, until which time we still recommend against eating 
off your seat. 




Si 

\ 



DROP IT LIKE 
IT'S FOGGY 

Local rapper and SF native 
Heat, aka Game Inflikted, 
dropped his new single "Home 
(Farewell to Candlestick)" — 

and few have put their love of 
the now defunct foggy stadium 
better. "It might be old, it might 
be cold, but I left my heart here, 
cuz this is home." Snippets of 
local sports history that make 
it in: "Watching Young get away 
from the Vikings," "Hittin' 
Pittsburgh right in the mouth, 
that Monday nightthe lights 
went out," and "When Jerry 
broke the touchdown record 
on the Raiders." Check it out at 
heata.bandcamp.com 




ALL ABOARD 



On Mon/20, in honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day, the official Freedom 
Train, commemoratingthe distance walked from Selma to Montgomery, 
Alabama by Dr. King and other civil rights advocates, departs from San 
Jose to San Francisco. This isthe 29th yearthe inspiring Freedom Train 
will run. More info: www.scvmlk.org. Forthose lookingto celebrate MLK 
Day on the dance floor, the annual MLK + HNY house music party from 
local DJ collective Honey Soundsystem starts Sun/19 at 10pm and steams 
ahead until 4am at Beatbox in SF. (hnysndsystm.tumblr.com) Toot toot! 





PICK A CARD 

On Jan. 13,theSan 
Francisco Public 
Library launched 
five new library card 
designs, selected by the 
public out of more than 
3,500 entries in a com- 
petition including age cat- 
egories from second grade 
to adult. Colorful butter- 
flies, rainbows, and even a 
lazy fox will now adorn your 
passport to knowledge. (Yes, 
the "classic" design is still aval 




AMIRI BARAKA, 
1934-2014 

The generation-defining Beat poet 
and playwright, formerly known as 
LeRoi Jones, passed away January 
19. His work spanned avant-garde 
experiments and blues-based 
spoken word to politically charged 
diatribes and controversial asser- 
tions — but always delivered 
with passion. Baraka's Black 
Arts Movement, considered an 
aesthetic counterpart to the Black 
Panthers, especially influenced 
Bay Area arts and letters. 

AP IMAGES FILE PHOTO 

TENANT POWER ON 
THE RISE 

Renters make up the majority 
of San Francisco residents, and 
lately, they don't have a lot to smile 
about. Enter the San Francisco 
Anti-Displacement Coalition, a 
blend of tenant organizations and 
allies with sights seton a citywide 
campaign and possible ballot 
measure. The coalition is hosting 
a series of neighborhood tenant 
conventions (see Alerts for details) 
in coming weeks to solicit ideas 
for fighting back against soaring 
housing costs and rising evictions. 
The meetings will culminate with a 
citywide tenant convention, to be 
held Feb. SattheSEIU Local 1021 
headquarters. 



POLITI C AL ALERTS 

WEDNESDAY 15 

"ECONOMIC CRISIS AND SYSTEM 
DECLINE: WHAT WE CAN DO" 

First Congregational Church of 
Berkeley, 2345 Channing, Berk. Kpfa. 
org/events. 7:30pm, $12 advance, $15 
door. KPFA Radio presents an evening 
with Richard Wolff, hosted by Mitch 
Jeserich. Wolff, a radical economist, 
recently published Capitalism Hits 
the Fan, offering an alarming analysis 
on global economic events that differs 
sharply from explanations offered by 
politicians, media commentators, 
and other academics. Professor 
of Economics Emeritusfrom the 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst, 
Wolff is currently a Visiting Professor in 
the Graduate Program in International 
Affairs atthe New School University in 
New York. Accordingto KPFA, he's got a 
reputation for "blunt speaking, clarity, 
refreshing scorn, and an enjoyable wit." 

FRIDAY 17 

GATHER ROUND THE FIRE FOR 
EVICTION GHOST STORIES 

Silver Stone Cafe, 3278 24th St, SF 
6-9pm, free. Join Erin McElroy, of the 
Anti-Eviction Mapping Project, and 
Adriana Camarena, of the Shaping 
San Francisco "Unsettlers: Migrants, 
Homies, and Mammas" project, foran 
evening of community stories about 
eviction and other housing horrors. 
Gather around a campf ire to listen to 
and support San Francisco evictees in 
a family-friendly event. (No alcohol, 
yess'mores.) Storytelling will be vid- 
eotaped. 

SATURDAY 18 

RICHMOND/HAIGHT TENANTS 
CONVENTION 

San Francisco Public Library Park 
Branch, 1833 Page, SR l-4pm, free. 
This gathering of tenants from District 
1 and District 5 is being held to hash 
out strategies for fighting the evictions 
in our neighborhoods, educate tenants 
abouttheir rights, and defend evictees. 
Participants will also make suggestions 
for a ballot initiative next November, 
which will be presented to a citywide 
tenants convention Feb. 8. Other 
neighborhoods, includingthe Mission, 
Chinatown and Tenderloin/SOMA are 
also holding or have held conventions 
and will be making recommendations 
to the citywide convention. Free and 
open to tenants. Sponsored by the San 
Francisco Tenants Union. 



SUNDAY 19 




lableforthe imagination-impaired.) 



HOMELESS YOUTH ALLIANCE 
BENEFIT 

El Rio, 3158 Mission, SR 3-8pm, 
$3-to-infinity sliding scale 
donation. Evicted from their 
building on Christmas Day, the 
Homeless Youth Alliance con- 
tinues to provide services out 
of the back of a van. The orga- 
nization's mission is to help 
these marginalized youth 
build healthier livesthrough 
harm reduction, one-on-one 
counseling, and medical 
and mental health care, as 
well as creative and educa- 
tional workshops, needle 
exchange, and accurate 
up-to-date referrals and 
information. This El Rio birthday bash 
for a generous HYA supporter will fea- 
ture performances by Kat Marie Yoas, 
The Whoa Nelliesand No Bone. 
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www.sfbg.conn/nnission-guide 



In association witli tlie IVIission IVIercliants: 

EAT mmK SHOP LIVE 




Campf ire Storytelling: Eviction and Other Housing Horrors 

Have a story to tell about the housing crisis and gentrificotion of 
the IVIission? Join Erin IVIC El and the Anti-Eviction Mapping Project 
and Adriana Camarena and the "Unsettlers: Migrants, Homies, and 
Mammas" project with Shaping San Francisco (CalHum Community 
Stories grant) for an evening of community stories about eviction and 
other housing horrors. Gather around a campfire on the back patio of 
Silver Stone Cafe (former Carlo's Bar location at 24th and Mission BART) 
to listen to and support San Francisco evictees. This is a family friendly 
event and storytelling will be videotaped. 

Friday, January 17 from 6-9pm @ Silver Stone Cafe, 3278 24tii St., SF \ FREE 




BOARDING I DAYCARE I TRAINING I GROOMING 



inv BENDERS BAR & GRIU. 

806 S.WI NESS @19TH 



BENDER'S BAR 

ARTIST OF THE MONTH: 
KINDLE PSZANOWSKI 
KITCHEN HOURS: 

MON - FRI 6PM - 11PM • SAT 4PM - 10PM 
EXTENDED KITCHEN HOURS FRI/SAT 'TIL 1AM 

WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM 



Make-Out Room L ^&ppj 



WEDNESDAY 1/15 AT 9PN. FREE! 

BURN DOWN THE DISCO! 
SOS DANCE PARTY 

DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ NELI W/U 

80S GROOVE, WAVE. GOTH. SYNTH-POP. & MORE! 



THURSDAY 1/16 AT 7PM. FREE! 

RICH GIRLS 

RECORD RELEASE 

FOLLOWING AT 10PN. FREE! 

SOUL: IT'S THE REAL THING! 

WITH THE SELECTER DJ KIRK & JON BLUNCK 
60S & 70S SOUL 



3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 • www.makeoutroom.com 



26 BEERS ON DRAUGHT 

EXTENSIVE BOTTLED BEER LIST 
SPECIALTY BELGIAN & MICROBREWS 

HAPPY HOUR [TITT3 

4-7PMTUES-FRI ILAJLS 

tOncc ALL DRAUGHTS \^11jaB 
SUNDAY NIGHTS nT??] ? 

MON-THURS 12-4PM WzUfi 

[D[[ DOMESTIC ESI 
rn[[ CRAFT BEER |» I 

W/ PURCHASE OF SANDWICH I 
315916THST ^^^^k^ 

(BTWN VALENCIA & GUERRERO) ^^^^^^^^^^P 

GESTALTSF.COM | OPEN DAILY | 12PM-2AM 



i}: 1:3200 24111 Street @ S. Van Ness ' . 
^ 415-550-7510 ^ 

Mon-Frl 11AIVI-2AIVI • Sat-Sun^AIVI-2AIVI 



A&NFL. 

PACKAGES I 9^ I 

lhSi)'eel@S. Van Ness 'l 




mmion ^tth 

2440 Mission Street, San Francisco 

Between 20th and 21st Street 
(415) 400-5785 •missioninksf.com 



SE HABLA ESPANOL 



We've got more bikes 
in stock & ready to ride^ 
than any shop in SF! 




mm CYCLERY 

1065 & 1077 Valencia (Btwn 21st & 22n(l St.) • SF 
SALES 415-550-6600 • REPAIRS 415-550-6601 

IVIon-Sat 10-6, Sun 11-5 

valenciacyclery.com 
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OPINION 



SEGREGATED BUSES HAVE NEVER BEEN A GOOD IDEA. 



End poverty and create 
wealth with public banks 



BY KEN WALDEN 

OPINION How would you like to 
increase your spending power by 10 
times (or more), relieve student debt 
by more than 90 percent, increase 
Social Security benefits, lower taxes, 
increase pay for teachers, and lower 
loan amounts for homes and small 
business to 1-2 percent? 

rU bet I have your attention. Tm 
sure you think this is crazy talk, but 
this is based on a movement that is 
already happening. It's the public 
banking movement. 

In 1950s, the buying power of 
the dollar was over 10 times what 
it is today. That means you were 
able to buy 10 times the amount 
of goods and services with a dollar 
compared to what you can now. 

What happened? Why is it so 
hard for most people to just barely 
get by these days? And why are so 
many not getting by at all? 

First, let's review how money is 
created. Did you know the money we 
have in circulation today is created 
out of thin air? Most of it is just an 
entry in a computer system. A small 
percent is printed dollar bills like you 
have in your wallet or purse, and a 
very small percentage is metal coins. 

Money is simply trusted as being 
worth what it says on the bill, coin, 
or computer screen. Did you also 
know that money for loans is creat- 
ed this way as well? 

When you take out a loan from 
a bank (for a home loan, a student 
loan, a business loan, a car loan, 
etc.), the money that the bank loans 
you (with interest charges) is not 
taken from other people's deposits. 
It is made (mostly) out of thin air. 
It is simply an entry in its computer 
system ... that's it. 

Most people think they are 
borrowing money that is deposited 
into the bank by 
other people, 
but this is not 
true. 

Here is 
quote from 
Robert 
Anderson, 
the sec- ^ 
retary of ^J^V 
the US 
Treasury 
in 1959, 
on this 
topic: ''When 
a bank makes a 
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loan, it simply adds to the borrow- 
er's deposit account in the bank 
by the amount of the loan. The 
money is not taken from anyone 
else's deposits: it was not previously 
paid in to the bank by anyone. It's 
new money, created by the bank 
for the use of the borrower." 

Why is this a problem? Let's look 
at how much interest we're paying 
on a variety of loans. If you buy a 
house for $500,000 in 30 years at an 
average interest rate, you will pay an 
additional $580,000 in interest on 
money the bank made from thin air. 
With a public bank you would pay 
less than half this amount. 

On public projects like bridges, 
roads and schools, 30-50 percent of 
the cost is interest. The new span of 
the Bay Bridge that was just opened 
at a cost of $7 billion, the interest 
is estimated to be an additional $7 
billion. It's estimated that the cost 
of almost everything you buy is 
increased by 35-40 percent because 
of interest. 

This is just the tip of the iceberg. 
The solution to the problem is 
a public bank. With public banks, 
these billions of dollars of profit (via 
interest) are recycled back into the 
public treasury instead of funneled 
off to private banks. 

If you think this is some theoret- 
ical fantasy, you should know that 
San Francisco is currently looking at 
creating a public bank, 20 states are 
also considering them, and North 
Dakota has had a public bank for 
over 90 years. This is not a new idea. 

It's impossible to give you an 
in-depth overview in a short article 
so please go to our website (www. 
whattheworldcouldbe.com) and on 
the "Solutions" page click on the 
box titled "Creating Jobs, Student 
Debt Relief, & 
m Mm the New Green 
m mm ^ Economy." 
m mm 0 Public 

banks have the 
possibility to 
dramatically 
change our 
lives for the 
better and 
you can 

help. SFBG 

Ken Walden 
is director 
^J!mW of What 

©the World 
Could Be. 



by TOM TOMORROW 




— 8UT STATES WHICH LEGALIZE 
WEED NURTURE »'A MORAL ECOLOGY 
IN WHICH IT IS A Btr HARDER 
TO BE THE SORT oF PERSON MOST 
OF US WANT TO BE.'"* 



AND ISN'T THAT WHAT'S REALLf 
IMPORTANT? 




What 'Google bus' really means 



EDITORIAL In recent years, "Google 
bus" has become a term that encom- 
passes more than just the shuttles 
that one corporation uses to trans- 
port its workers from San Francisco 
down to the Silicon Valley. It has 
taken on a symbolic meaning rep- 
resenting the technology sector's 
desire to shield itself from the infra- 
structure, values, and responsibilities 
that most citizens choose to share. 

These are the very things that 
motivate many of us to live here, 
finding that community spirit in 
such a beautiful, world-class city. 
More than just the great restaurants 
and bars, its vistas and artistic 
offerings, San Francisco represents 
an experiment in modern urban- 
ism and cultural development. 

It is this collision and collusion 
of disparate yet public-spirited cul- 
tures that gave birth to the region's 
great economic and social move- 
ments, from gay rights and envi- 
ronmentalism to groundbreaking 
academic research and the creation 
of the Internet economy. 

The antithesis of this idea of 



creative collaboration is to con- 
sider San Francisco just 49 square 
miles of valuable real estate, to be 
used and developed as the highest 
bidder sees fit, as some tech titans 
seem to believe. It's ironic that an 
industry based on creating online 
communities would place so little 
value on engaging with its physi- 
cal community. 

The proposed $1 per bus stop 
use, and $50 per docking that new 
exclusive Google ferry is paying, 
is a privatization of public space 
that barely covers the city's costs. 
The tech industry should be doing 
much more just to counteract its 
negative impacts on the city's econ- 
omy, let alone actually being good 
corporate citizens of this region. 

A new report called for by the 
Mayor's Office says Muni needs 
a $10 billion investment over the 
next 15 years just to maintain cur- 
rent service levels. A big chunk of 
that should come from the wealthy 
corporations in our community 
through a downtown transit assess- 
ment district and higher fees on 



Silicon Valley companies that are 
using us as a bedroom community. 

San Francisco writer Rebecca 
Solnit has been developing a cri- 
tique of the Google bus since her 
initial shot last February in the 
London Review of Books, answer- 
ing a subsequent techie/enviro 
criticism published in Grist with 
a Jan. 7 article in Guernica called 
"Resisting Monoculture." 

"And thus come the well-paid 
engineers to San Francisco, and 
thus go the longtime activists, 
idealists, artists, teachers, plumb- 
ers, all the less-well-paid people," 
she writes, citing surveys that the 
buses allow Silicon Valley workers 
to live in San Francisco when they 
otherwise wouldn't. 

That's the issue. The only 
thing green about Google buses 
are the piles of money their riders 
and their bosses are keeping from 
the city we all share. Segregated 
buses have never been a good idea, 
but if these companies insist on 
them, that should come with a 
higher price tag. sfbg 
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"VOTERS IN SF ARE DEEPLY AMBIVALENT ABOUT 
THE CURRENT ENVIRONMENT." - COREY COOK 



O NEW ARTS HIGH 
SCHOOL WOULD 
COST $240 MILLION 

Art advocates have tried to move the 
Ruth Asawa School of the Arts high 
school to its new home on Van Ness 
Avenue since 1987. On Jan. 1, the 
dream moved one step closer, the 
only barrier is cost. 

At a packed San Francisco Board 
of Education meeting, planners 
revealed the move's sticker price, 
and it's a big one: $240 million. 
Board of Education President Rachel 
Norton's face sunk into one hand as 
she heard the news. 

"There's a big challenge going 
forward," said David Goldin, chief 
facilities officer of the San Francisco 
Unified School District. 'T don't 
want to minimize that challenge for 
one minute. But for the first time in 
a long time, we're close to having an 
architectural reality." 




H@#PENED 

1.8-1.14.2M 




The school is named for one ( 
its founders, artist Ruth Asawa, with 
deep roots in San Francisco history as 
an arts and education activist. It has 
a unique education model: Students 
attend academic classes in the morn- 
ing, but spend two hours every after- 
noon learning a specific art discipline. 

SotA is currently housed at the old 
McAteer campus on Twin Peaks, with 
its sister school, the Academy of Arts 
and Sciences (disclosure: 1 taught stu- 
dents video editing at SotA as a con- 
tractor until last summer). Collectively 
they have 1,000 students enrolled. 

The cost of moving the school 
to the site on Van Ness is steep 
for a number of reasons, SFUSD 
spokesperson Gentle Blythe told 
us. SotA's new home was formerly 
the High School of Commerce, and 
was granted historic landmark status 
— meaning the facade, at the very 
least, must be preserved. The build- 
ing needs a seismic retrofit as well. 



© LIES, DAMNED LIES, AND STATISTICS 



When is a public opinion poll a valid represen- 
tation of how people feel? That turns out to be a 
tricky and ever-evolving question, particularly in 
San Francisco — thanks to its prevalence of ten- 
ants and technology — and even more particular- 
ly when it concerns the approval rating of Mayor 
Ed Lee. 

Traditionally, the central requirements for 
public opinion polls to be considered valid is that 
respondents need to be representative of the larger 
population and they need to be selected at ran- 
dom. Polls are often skewed when people need to 
opt-in, as is the case in most online polls. 

So the Guardian took issue with claims that 
73 percent of voters approve of the job that Mayor 
Lee is doing, a figure derived from an opt-in online 
poll focused on ''Affordability and Tech" that was 
conducted by University of San Francisco professors 
Corey Cook and David Latterman and released to 
the San Francisco Chronicle on Dec. 9. That figure 
quickly wallpapered the comment section of the 
Guardian's website as the answer to any criticism 
of Mayor Lee, his policies, or the city's eviction and 
gentrification crises. 

''Any survey that relies on the ability and/or 
availability of respondents to access the Web and 
choose whether to participate is not representative 
and therefore not reliable," is how The New York 
Times Style Guide explains that newspaper's refus- 
al to run such polls, a quote we used in our Jan. 10 
Politics blog post on the subject, and we quoted an 
academic making a similar point. 

We also interviewed and quoted Latterman 
discussing the challenges of doing accurate and 
economical polling in a city with so 
many renters (64 percent of city 
residents) and so few telephone 
landlines. ''San Francisco is a more 
difficult model," Latterman told 
us. "So Internet polling has to get 
better, because phone polling has 
gotten really expensive." 

So we ran our story dubbing 
the poll "bogus" — and the next 
day got angry messages from Cook 
and Latterman defending 
the poll and educating 
us on efforts within 
academia to craft 
opt-in online polls 
that are as credi- 
ble as traditional 
telephone polls. 

"The author 
is so quick to dis- 



miss the findings of the study, which is based upon 
accepted methodology, and which had nothing to 
do with mayoral approval scores, that he actually 
misses the entire thrust of the study — that voters 
in San Francisco are deeply ambivalent about the 
current environment, concerned about the afford- 
ability crisis, and not trusting of local government 
to come up with a solution," Cook wrote in a rebut- 
tal we published Jan. 13 on the Politics blog. 

Cook told us the survey's methods are 
endorsed by the National Science Foundation 
and peer-reviewed academic papers, including 
a Harvard University study called "Does Survey 
Mode Still Matter?" that concludes "a carefully 
executed opt-in Internet panel produces estimates 
that are as accurate as a telephone survey." 

That study went to great lengths to create a 
sample group that was representative of the larger 
population, while Cook and Latterman both admit 
that their survey's respondents had a dispropor- 
tionate number of homeowners. But they say the 
results were then weighted to compensate for that 
and they stand by the accuracy of their work. 

Yet Cook also notes that the mayoral approval 
rating number wasn't even part of the package they 
developed from this survey, it was just a finding 
that they decided to give the Chronicle. "I don't 
think the 73 percent means anything," Cook told 
us, noting that snapshot in time doesn't reflect 
Lee's actual popularity going forward, despite how 
Lee supporters focused on it. "The number they use 
politically is not a meaningful number." 

What Cook found more significant is the "tepid 
support" for Lee indicated by the poll, including 
the 86 percent that expressed concern about 
affordability in the city, a concern that 
cuts across all demographic groups. Most 
respondents had little faith in City Hall 
to address the problem and many felt the 
tech industry should be doing more to 
help, particularly companies that have 
received tax breaks. (Steven T. Jones and 
Reed Nelson) 




AN OPMN ONLINE POLL FOUND THAT 
73 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS 
APPROVE OF THE JOB MAYOR ED 
LEE IS DOING, sf examiner photo 



Most importantly, though, the cost 
is so high because the new site would 
be crafted with the arts in mind. 

"It's a high school for the per- 
forming arts with non-standard 
design considerations, including 
height of ceiling, and sophisticated 
electronics," Blythe said. The build- 



ing will be crafted for dance studios, 
orchestra rooms, multimedia facil- 
ities and more. It's also not just a 
school: The district would also build 
an on-site auditorium that could 
seat 47,000 attendees. 

By comparison, the new Willie 
Brown Middle School is budgeted at 



$55 million, Blythe told us. But the 
chief facilities officer said the price to 
move SotA was comparable to the cost 
of newer public arts schools in the US. 

San Francisco artists came out in 
force to advocate for the move. First 
up to the podium to speak was the 
music director of the San Francisco 



O FCC CHAIR 
GETS AN EARFUL 
IN OAKLAND 

On Jan. 9, the newly appoint- 
ed chair of the Federal 
Communications Commission, 
Tom Wheeler, visited Oakland's 
Preservation Park for a town 
hall meeting. 

It was the first time in more 
than five years that the head of 
the FCC engaged in this kind 
of face-to-face community dia- 
logue in Oakland, Chancellar 
Williams of Free Press said at 
the start of the meeting. The 
event was hosted by the Free 
Press, the Center for Media 
Justice, the National Hispanic 
Media Coalition, and the Voices 
for Internet Freedom Coalition. 

Social justice advocates 
from Oakland and San 
Francisco greeted Wheeler with 
a wide variety of concerns, ask- 
ing him to help close the dig- 
ital divide and improve access 
to basic phone and Internet ser- 
vice for low-income people. 

Some spoke out about 
media consolidation, which 
Williams said has given rise to 
cost barriers resulting in abys- 
mally low representation of 
broadcast station ownership by 
people of color. Others asked 
Wheeler to address the high 
cost of telephone calls in immi- 
gration detention. 

Before people started lining 
up to share their thoughts with 
Wheeler, Malkia Cyril, founder 
and executive director of the 
Center for Media Justice, cap- 
tured everyone's attention by 
delivering an impassioned speech 
on issues of media ownership, 
democracy, and racial inequality. 

"Just as our physical bodies 
serve to preserve our nervous 
systems," she began, "the peo- 
ple right here stand beautifully 
strong in defense of an afford- 
able, accountable, and accessi- 
ble media." (Rebecca Bowe) 



Symphony Orchestra, Michael 
Tilson Thomas. 

"I'm 10,000 percent behind this 
idea," he told the board. "My dream 
is to do a Big Brothers Big Sisters 
program with all the grades, to share 
that vision with younger people." 
(Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez) 
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SUP. DAVID CAMPOS, LEFT, WAS THE FIRST TO SIGN CAMPAIGN MANAGER JON GOLINGER'S INITIATIVE PETITION. 

GUARDIAN PHOTO BY TIM DAW 




On the waterfront 

I nitiative would give voters a say on big waterfront projects that violate zoning standards 



BY STEVEN T.JONES 

steve@sfbg.com 

NEWS Who should decide what gets 
built on San Francisco's waterfront: 
the people or the Mayor's Office and 
its political appointees? That's the 
question that has been raised by a 
series of high-profile development 
proposals that exceed current zon- 
ing restrictions, as well as by a new 
initiative campaign that has just 
begun gathering signatures. 

Officially known as the Voter 
Approval to Waterfront Development 
Height Increases initiative, the pro- 
posal grew out of the No Wall on the 
Waterfront campaign that defeated 
Propositions B and C in November, 
stopping the controversial 8 
Washington luxury condo tower in 
the process. 

"The idea was to have a public 
process around what we're going to do 
with the waterfront," campaign con- 
sultant Jim Stearns told the Guardian. 

San Franciscans have been here 
before. When developers and the 
Mayor's Office proposed big hotel 
projects on the city's waterfront, 
voters in 1990 reacted by approving 
Proposition H. It created a tempo- 
rary moratorium on new hotels 
and required the city to create a 
Waterfront Land Use Plan to regu- 
late new development, which was 
approved in 1997 and hasn't been 
updated since. 

It was an important transition 
point for the city's iconic waterfront, 
which was still dominated by indus- 
trial and maritime uses when the 
Loma Prieta earthquake of 1989 led 
to the removal of the Embarcadero 
Freeway and opening up of shore- 
line property controlled by the Port 
of San Francisco. 

Ironically, then-Mayor Art Agnos 
supported a luxury hotel project at 
Seawall Lot 330 (which is now part 
of the proposed Warriors Arena proj- 
ect at Piers 30-32) that helped trig- 
ger Prop. H. Agnos stayed neutral on 
that measure and says he was sup- 
portive of setting clear development 
standards for the waterfront. 

Today, Agnos is one of the more 
vocal critics of the Warriors Arena 
and how the city is managing its 
waterfront. 

"What's happened in the last 
three to four years is all those height 
limits have been abrogated," Agnos 
said of the standards set by the 
WLUP. "With the sudden availabili- 
ty of big money for investment pur- 
poses, there is now funding for these 
mega-developments projects." 

The trio of high-profile projects 
that would be most directly affected 
by the initiative are the proposed 



Warriors Arena, hotel, and condos at 
Piers 30-32/Seawall Lot 330; a large 
housing and retail project proposed 
by the San Francisco Giants at Pier 
48/Seawall Lot 337; and a sprawling 
office, residential, and retail project 
that Forest City wants to build at 
Pier 70. Each project violates parts of 
the WLUP. 

"We need to let the people pro- 
tect the waterfront and current height 
limits," Agnos said, "because clearly 
there is no protection at City Hall." 

CAMPAIGN LAUNCH 

On a drizzly Saturday, Jan. 11, a few 
dozen activists crowded into the 
office at 15 Columbus Ave., prepar- 
ing to go collect signatures for the 
new waterfront initiative. It was a 
space that was already familiar to 
many of them from their fall cam- 
paign against height increases on 
the 8 Washington project. 

"What we're doing today is 
launching the next phase of that 
campaign," campaign manager Jon 
Golinger told the assembled volun- 
teers, calling this space "the center of 
the fight for San Francisco's future." 

The campaign must collect at 
least 9,702 valid signatures by Feb. 3 
to qualify for the June election, but 
Golinger said those involved in the 
campaign actually have six months 
to gather signatures if they want to 
wait for the November election. 

Golinger said they would pre- 
fer June in order to build off the 
momentum of the fall campaign 
and not get caught up in the more 
crowded November ballot. "There's a 
lot of enthusiasm from the last elec- 



tion to ensure the waterfront gets 
the protection it needs," he told us. 

As for getting the necessary signa- 
tures, Golinger said he isn't worried, 
noting that almost two years ago, he 
and other activists collected twice 
that many signatures — referendums 
require 10 percent of those voting in 
the last mayor's race, but initiatives 
need only 5 percent — to challenge 
just the 8 Washington project. 

Here, the stakes are much high- 
er, spanning the entire seven-mile 
waterfront. 

"We want the voters to have a say 
when a project goes beyond the rules 
that are in place," said Sup. David 
Campos, the first elected official to 
endorse the measure and the first per- 
son to sign Golinger's petition. 

Campos also connected the 
campaign to the eviction crises and 
tenant organizing now underway, 
including the first in a series of 
Neighborhood Tenants Conventions 
taking place that day, culminating in 
a Feb. 8 event adopting a platform. 
"That struggle is part of this strug- 
gle," Campos said. "We have to make 
sure we're working collectively." 

The official proponent of the 
initiative is Becky Evans, who has 
been working on issues related to 
San Francisco's waterfront for more 
than 40 years. "I remember walk- 
ing along the waterfront with Herb 
Caen back in the '70s," she said of 
the late San Francisco Chronicle col- 
umnist for whom the promenade on 
the Embarcadero is now named. 

Evans is a longtime Sierra Club 
member who also served on the 
city's first Commission on the 



Environment, and she believes the 
shoreline is a critical intersection 
between the city's natural and built 
environments, one where the citi- 
zens have an active interest. 

"I think the 8 Washington 
process — including the petition 
gathering and the vote — awoke a 
bunch of people to making a differ- 
ence in what happens to the city," 
Evans told us, calling the waterfront 
a defining feature of San Francisco. 
"For many people, our skyline is the 
bay, not the buildings." 

BEYOND THE PLAN 

The initiative has few overt critics 
at this point. Both city and Port 
officials refused to comment on the 
measure, citing a City Attorney's 
Office memo advising against such 
electioneering. "I'm incredibly lim- 
ited as to what I can say," the Port's 
Brad Benson told us. 

And none of the spokespeople 
for the affected development projects 
wanted to say much. "We're taking a 
wait and see attitude," PJ Johnston, a 
spokesperson for the Warriors Arena, 
said when he finally responded to 
several Guardian inquiries. 

"Right now, we're trying to 
understand it," said Staci Slaughter, 
the senior vice president of com- 
munications for the San Francisco 
Giants, whose proposal for Pier 48 
and Seawall Lot 337 includes 3.7 mil- 
lion square feet of residential, com- 
mercial, parking, and retail, includ- 
ing the new Anchor Steam Brewery. 

That project is just launching 
its environmental studies, which 
were the subject of a public scoping 



meeting on Jan. 13. Slaughter did tell 
us that "right now, the majority of 
the site doesn't have an established 
height limit," a reference to the fact 
that most of the site is zoned for open 
space with no buildings allowed. 

Diane Oshima, associate director 
of waterfront planning at the Port, 
told us that during the adoption of 
the WLUP, "We did not broach the 
subject of changing any height lim- 
its." But the plan itself says that was 
because tall buildings weren't appro- 
priate for the waterfront. 

"Maintain existing building 
height and bulk limitations and 
encourage building designs that step 
down to the shoreline," is the plan's 
first design objective. Others include 
"Improve views of the working 
waterfront from all perspectives" and 
"Remove certain piers between Pier 35 
and China Basin to create Open Water 
Basins and to improve Bay views." 

The plan also specifies accept- 
able uses for its various waterfront 
properties. Residential isn't listed as 
an acceptable use for either Pier 48 
or Seawall Lot 337, both of which 
are slated mostly for open space 
and maritime uses. Office space and 
entertainment venues are also not 
deemed allowable uses on either 
property, although it does list retail 
as an allowable use on Pier 48. 

By contrast. Piers 30-32 and 
the adjacent Seawall Lot 330 were 
envisioned by the plan to allow all 
the uses proposed for it: "Assembly 
and Entertainment" and retail on 
the piers and residential, hotels, and 
retail on the property across the 
street — but not at the heights that 
are being proposed. 

The plan calls Pier 70 a "mixed 
use opportunity area" that allows 
most uses, but not hotels or resi- 
dential, despite current plans that 
call for construction of about 1,000 
homes at the site to help fund his- 
toric preservation efforts. 

Slaughter answered questions 
about her project's lack of compli- 
ance with the WLUP by saying, 
"The whole project is going through 
a community planning process." 

Yet Agnos said that neither that 
process nor the current makeup of 
the Port or Mayor's Office can get 
the best deal for the public against 
rich, sophisticated teams of devel- 
opers, investors, and professional 
sports franchises. 

"They don't have the expertise 
for the multi-billion-dollar deals that 
are in front of them," Agnos said of 
the Port of San Francisco. "The new 
identity for San Francisco's Port is 
it has the most valuable land in the 
country, and maybe the most valu- 
able land in the world." sfbg 
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DAN SIEGEL, LEFT, AND JEAN QUAN WILL FACE OFF IN OAKLAND'S 2014 MAYORAL RACE. 

AP IMAGES FILE PHOTOS 
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BY REBECCA BOWE 

rebecca@sfbg.com 

NEWS Dan Siegel, an Oakland civil 
rights attorney and activist with a 
long history of working with radical 
leftist political movements, joined a 
group of more than 150 supporters in 
front of Oakland City Hall on Jan. 9 
to announce his candidacy for mayor. 

With this development, the may- 
or's race in Oakland is sure to be close- 
ly watched by Bay Area progressives. 
Siegel's bid represents a fresh challenge 
from the left against Mayor Jean Quan 
at a time when concerns about polic- 
ing, intensifying gentrification, and 
economic inequality are on the rise. 

Siegel is the latest in a growing 
list of challengers that includes 
Joe Tuman, a political science pro- 
fessor who finished fourth in the 
2010 mayor's race; Oakland City 
Councilmember Libby Schaaf; and 
Port Commissioner Bryan Parker. 

In a campaign kickoff speech 
emphasizing the ideals of social 
and economic justice, Siegel laid 
out a platform designed "to make 
Oakland a safe city." But he brought 
an unusual spin to this oft-touted 
goal, saying, "We need people to 
be safe from the despair and hope- 
lessness that comes from poverty 
and long-term 
unemploy- 
ment. 
We 
need 
safe- 




our tenants from unjust evictions 
and ... gentrification." 

Siegel voiced support for raising 
the city's minimum wage to $15 
an hour. He also called for shutter- 
ing Oakland's recently approved 
Domain Awareness Center, a con- 
troversial surveillance hub that inte- 
grates closed circuit cameras, license 
plate recognition software, and 
other technological law enforcement 
tools funded by a $10.9 million 
grant from the federal Department 
of Homeland Security. 

He spoke about pushing for 
improvements in public education "to 
level the playing field between chil- 
dren from affluent backgrounds and 
children from poor backgrounds," 
and described his vision for reorganiz- 
ing the Oakland Police Department to 
foster deeper community engagement. 

Among Siegel's supporters are 
East Bay organizers with a deep his- 
tory of involvement in social justice 
campaigns. His campaign co-chair is 
Walter Reilly, a prominent Oakland 
National Lawyers Guild attorney who 
said he's been involved with civil 
rights movements for years. "This is a 
continuation of that struggle," Reilly 
told the Bay Guardian, adding that 
leadership affiliated with "a progres- 
sive and class-conscious movement" 
is sorely needed in Oakland. 

Left Coast Communications was 
tapped as Siegel's campaign consul- 
tant. Siegel's communications direc- 
tor is Cat Brooks, an instrumental 
figure in Occupy Oakland and the 
grassroots movement that arose in 
response to the fatal BART police 
shooting of Oscar Grant, whose 
Onyx Organizing Committee is 
focused on racial justice issues. 

Olga Miranda, an organizer 
with San Francisco janitors union, 
SEIU Local 87, also spoke on Siegel's 
behalf during the kickoff event. 
"San Francisco has become for the 
rich, and we understand that," she 
said. "But at the same time, Oakland 
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isn't even taking care of its own." 

Referencing a recent surge in 
Oakland housing prices due in part 
to an influx of renters priced out 
of San Francisco, she added, "Dan 
understands that if you live in 
Oakland, you should be able to stay 
in Oakland." 

Siegel's decision to challenge 
Quan for the Mayor's Office has 
attracted particular interest since he 
previously served as her legal advi- 
sor, but their relationship soured 
after a public disagreement. 

In the fall of 2011, when the 
Occupy Oakland encampment mate- 
rialized overnight in front of Oakland 
City Hall, Siegel resigned from his 
post as Quan's adviser over a differ- 
ence in opinion about her handling 
of the protest movement. Police 
crackdowns on Occupy, which result- 
ed in violence and the serious injury 
of veteran Scott Olsen and others, 
made national headlines that year. 

"I thought that the Occupy 
movement was a great opportunity 
for this country to really start to 
understand the issues of inequality 
in terms of wealth and power," Siegel 
told the Bay Guardian when queried 
about that. "And I thought the mayor 
should embrace that movement, and 



become part of it and even become a 
leader of it. And obviously, that's not 
what happened." 

Since then, his relationship with 
Quan has been "Cool. As in tempera- 
ture, not like in hip," he said during 
an interview. "I don't want to make 
this personal. But we have a differ- 
ence about policy and leadership." 

With Oakland's second mayoral 
election under ranked-choice voting, 
the race could prove fascinating for 
Bay Area politicos. Also called instant 
runoff voting, the system allows vot- 
ers to select their first, second, and 
third choice candidates. If nobody 
wins more than 50 percent of the 
vote, the last-place candidates are 
eliminated in subsequent rounds and 
their vote redistributed until one can- 
didate crosses the majority threshold. 

Quan, who ran on a progressive 
platform in 2010, was elected despite 
winning fewer first-place votes than 
her centrist opponent, former State 
Senate President Don Perata. She 
managed to eke out an electoral vic- 
tory with a slim margin (51 percent 
versus Perata's 49), after voting tal- 
lies buoyed her to the top with the 
momentum of second- and third- 
place votes, many gleaned from 
ballots naming Councilmember 
Rebecca Kaplan as first choice. 

Early polling conducted by 
David Binder Research showed 
Quan to be in the lead with the 
ability to garner 32 percent of the 
vote, as compared with 22 percent 
for Tuman, who placed second. 
That's despite Quan's incredibly low 
approval ratings — 54 percent of 
respondents said they disapproved 
of her performance in office. 

When Schaaf announced 
her candidacy in November, 
Robert Gammon of the 
East Bay Express opined, 
" Schaaf 's candidacy ... 
likely will make it much 
more difficult for Quan to 
win, particularly if no true 



progressive candidate emerges in the 
months ahead." But Siegel's entry 
into the race means there is now a 
clear progressive challenger. 

The Guardian endorsed Kaplan as 
first choice in 2010, and gave Quan 
a second-place endorsement. While 
there has been some speculation as to 
whether Kaplan would run this time 
around — the David Binder Research 
poll suggested she would be a formi- 
dable opponent to Quan — Kaplan, 
who is Oakland's councilmember 
at-large, hasn't filed. 

Siegel, meanwhile, cast his 
decision to run as part of a broad- 
er trend. "I feel that not only in 
Oakland, but across the country, 
things are really ripe for change," he 
told the Guardian. 

Indeed, one of the biggest recent 
national political stories has been 
the election of Kshama Sawana, a 
socialist who rose to prominence 
during the Occupy Wall Street move- 
ment, to the Seattle City Council. 

"When you have a city like 
Oakland where so many people 
are in poverty or on the edge of 
poverty, or don't have jobs or face 
evictions," Siegel told us, "it's no 
wonder that the social contract 
falls apart. It seems to me that what 
government should do is elevate the 
circumstances of 
all people, and 
particularly 
people who 
are poor 
and disad- 
vantaged." 
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SFPD SAYS IT NEEDS MORE OFFICERS: IN A PRESENTATION TO THE POLICE COMMISSION, CMDR. MIKAIL ALI SAID THAT THE FEWER OFFICERS 
ON THE STREET, THE FEWER TRAFFIC CITATIONS, WHICH MAY LEAD TO AN UPTICK IN ACCIDENTS, numbers from the sfpd 
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Safety 
scramble 

BY JOE FITZGERALD RODRIGUEZ 

joe@sfbg.com 

NEWS On New Year's Eve, six-year-old 
Sofia Liu was struck and killed when 
a driver using the Uber rideshare app 
allegedly failed to yield to her and her 
family as they progressed through a 
crosswalk. The girl's mother and broth- 
er survived, but their tear-stained faces 
were soon all over news networks in 
heartbreaking reports of their loss. No 
less sad; 86 -year-old Zhen Guang Ng 
was struck and killed that same night 
by a driver who allegedly failed to stop 
at a stop sign in the Crocker-Amazon 
district. These incidents aren't isolated. 

In 2012, 16 pedestrians were 
killed in vehicle collisions in San 
Francisco. That number jumped to 21 
in 2013, according to the SFPD, and 
the new year has brought new colli- 
sions and more pedestrian deaths. 

Already, the SFPD and other city 
agencies are scrambling for political 
cover, and advocacy groups are rushing 
in to call for changes they say will save 
lives. On Jan. 16, myriad groups will 
try to sell their version of safer city 
streets at a joint meeting between the 
Board of Supervisors' Neighborhood 
Services & Safety Committee and the 
city's Police Commission. 

As the debate continues to unfold, 
the road to pedestrian safety looks to 
be bumpy, and the first pitfall may be 
the Police Department itself. 

ENFORCEMENT 

At the Jan. 8 police commission 
hearing, the SFPD played defense. 

A host of groups were calling out 
the cops: Cabbies wanted more enforce- 
ment against rideshare drivers, the 
San Francisco Bicycle Coalition want- 
ed more incident tracking. Nobody 
seemed happy with the current state of 
affairs around pedestrian safety. 

Cmdr. Mikail Ali, tall and broad 
shouldered, approached the podium 
to give what amounted to the SFPD's 
rebuttal. His presentation boiled 
down to this: Fewer cops equals 
fewer traffic citations, and fewer cita- 
tions are dangerous. 

''We did see a decrease in traffic 
citations issued last year," Ali said. 
On the screens around the room, he 
displayed a chart showing two sloping 
red lines, one representing police staff- 
ing levels and another representing 
total citations. The charts showed a 
drop of 127 officers, and 20,000 fewer 
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traffic citations, 2012-2013. 

All told, the SFPD had 1,644 
officers and issued 87,629 traffic 
citations last year. 

But the idea that bringing on 
more cops is the only effective strat- 
egy for pedestrian safety seemed out 
of sync with a different aspect of 
All's presentation, in which he con- 
veyed a plan to "Focus on Five." 

Under that plan, police station 
captains are urged to boost traffic 
enforcement around the five inter- 
sections in their districts that have 
been identified as most dangerous. 
Though Ali said the approach was 
showing progress, the SFPD has yet to 
release data on how this enforcement 
approach has played out. 

"Right now we don't have full 
transparency into their reporting," 
said Natalie Burdick of Walk SF, a 
pedestrian advocacy nonprofit. "We 
do have data showing they are issu- 
ing citations. What we don't know 
yet ... is has there been an increase 
in citations from Focus on Five?" 

To be fair, it's a new program, 
but data is key to many efforts 
geared toward improving pedestrian 
safety. The SFPD's data shows that 
Focus on Five represents 22 per- 
cent of their citations, but it's still 
unknown where they occurred and 
what incidents spurred the citations. 

The bike coalition also wants more 
enforcement data from the SFPD. 

"We're hearing a lot of incidents 
go unreported," said Leah Shahum, 
executive director of the Bicycle 
Coalition. Incidents that normally 
don't get written up, like an acci- 
dent that only results in a bruise 
or a scrape, are just as important to 
record, she said, because thorough 
reports can help identify problem 
intersections. "Without solid, good 
accounting to show where things 
are happening, we're not going to 
necessarily see change," she said. 
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But that would require a cultural 
shift in the SFPD, Shahum said. For 
now, the police seem as interested in 
blaming the pedestrians as they do 
the drivers. 

VICTIM BLAMING 

The first shots fired by the SFPD 
on pedestrian safety amounted to a 
public relations gaffe. 

"YOU'VE BEEN HIT BY A CAR! ... 
It's little comfort to know you had the 
right of way, while you recover from 
serious injury in the hospital," reads 
an SFPD flyer, the message typed 
next to a picture of a chalk outline 
on pavement. "Distracted walking is 
one BIG reason pedestrians get hit by 
vehicles," it continues. To emphasize 
the point, the chalk outline is wearing 
headphones connected to an iPhone. 

Streetsblog San Francisco report- 
er Aaron Bialick, in his article about 
the flyers, responded to them thus- 
ly: "The SFPD has gone off the deep 
end with this one, folks." 

His response is understandable. 
With a choice of two perpetrators, one 
walking across the street, and another 
behind the wheel of a two-ton steel 
killing machine, one would think the 
latter would be the obvious target. 
Shahum, of the Bicycle Coalition, 
thinks the problem goes deeper than 
bad messaging, saying the SFPD's 
enforcement is skewed. 

"We've seen some officers not 
knowing people's rights when walk- 
ing or biking. We've seen 'blame 
the pedestrians' from police, in the 
media," she said. "We're hearing 
things like 'you should've been riding 
on the sidewalk,' [showing] a really 
basic lack of understanding" about 
regulations cyclists must adhere to. 

This issue came to a head when 
Sgt. Richard Ernst pulled up to 
a streetside memorial for cyclist 
Amelie Le Moullac, who died in a 
fatal collision last August, to lecture 



those gathered on bicycle safety. 

As Guardian Editor Steven T. Jones 
noted in his article at the time, "appar- 
ently Ernst didn't stop at denouncing 
Le Moullac for causing her own death, 
in front of people who are still mourn- 
ing that death. Shahum said Ernst also 
blamed the other two bicyclist deaths 
in SF this year on the cyclists, and on 
'you people' in the SFBC for not teach- 
ing cyclists how to avoid cars." 

Still, Shahum sees potential for 
change. "This is the area where I 
think we're seeing the most promis- 
es from them," she said. 

At the police commission meet- 
ing, Ali noted the challenges police 
face when assessing traffic collisions. 
Training officers in the methods to 
deduce how a collision occurred is 
no easy task. 

"It requires a high degree of sci- 
ence," Ali said. "Geometry, physics, 
basic mathematics. Its not just about 
getting facts from people, but making 
conclusions from physical evidence." 

Chief Greg Suhr expressed confi- 
dence that the new recruits to come 
out of the academy were abreast of 
the latest techniques, and commis- 
sioners said they may use the need 
for traffic enforcement as a call to 
the mayor to help bring more offi- 
cers into the SFPD's ranks. 

Enforcement and police culture 
are just some ways pedestrian safety 
needs to be addressed. Walk SF, the 
San Francisco Bicycle Coalition, and 
the SFPD all will present their cases at 
the joint meeting on Thu/16. But as 
many of them would note, many of 
these promises have been made before. 

SLOW MOMENTUM 

"We're going to re-engineer streets 
around at least five schools and two 
areas that have the highest levels of 
concentration of senior injuries every 
year," Mayor Ed Lee said at a press 
conference, responding to pedestrian 



deaths that rocked San Francisco. 

No, this wasn't after the New 
Year's Eve fatalities. It was last April, 
when the mayor trumpeted an ambi- 
tious program to make the streets of 
San Francisco safer. 

The San Francisco Pedestrian 
Strategy identifies 44 miles of the 
city's most dangerous streets and 
intersections in need of upgrades. 
The goal was to improve five miles of 
city streets a year, with bulb outs (for 
better pedestrian visibility), raised 
crosswalks, new crossing signals, new 
traffic lights, and narrowing lanes. 

One of the high priority inter- 
sections identified for improvements 
was Polk and Ellis — where Sofia Liu 
was killed on New Year's Eve. 

That intersection hasn't yet 
seen upgrades under the Pedestrian 
Strategy, Burdick of Walk SF told us. 

"Any one or combination of the 
safety benefits of bulb- outs (or other 
improvements) could definitely have 
been the difference between life and 
death for Sofia," she said. Walk SF 
works with city agencies to try to 
make sure these changes are hap- 
pening, but she says the city hasn't 
been transparent about the effort. 

"We know there's been some prog- 
ress, but we don't yet know if we're 
doing enough each year to account for 
getting something done," she said. 

To get a sense of the city's prog- 
ress on this front, the Guardian 
contacted the Planning Department, 
which referred us to the Municipal 
Transportation Agency. The MTA 
did not respond before press time. 

"That's another thing at the 
hearing with the board (and Police 
Commission) we'll be pushing," 
Burdick said. "For engineering 
enforcement work to happen, it's got 
to be paid for." 

According to public records out- 
lining the city's Pedestrian Strategy, 
the plan needs $65 million a year to 
hit proposed targets. The lion's share, 
more than half, would go toward 
infrastructure improvements. 

Burdick called that amount into 
question, saying the city had only 
allocated $17 million. A Pedestrian 
Strategy report confirmed that the 
program faces a $5-18 million a year 
funding gap. 

Enforcement, a culture of victim 
blaming and inadequate funding all 
pose major challenges to pedestrian 
safety in San Francisco. Hopefully 
the joint Board of Supervisors and 
Police Commission meeting will 
finally result in some answers, sfbg 

The joint Board of Supervisors' 
Neighborhood Services & Safety Committee 
and Police Commission meeting w/// be 
held Thursday, Jan. 16, at 5pm, Room 250. 
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Confronting 
the speculators 

Tenant activists spotlight serial evictors 

in online rogues gallery 



BY REBECCA BOWE 

rebecca@sfbg.com 



NEWS A group of tenant advocates 
has upped the ante in the ongo- 
ing protest movement against San 
Francisco evictions, publicizing the 
names, photographs, property own- 
ership, and corporate affiliations of 
a dozen landlords and speculators 
they've deemed "serial evictors/' 

The Anti Eviction Mapping 
Project, a volunteer-led effort that 
snagged headlines last fall when it 
released data visualizations chart- 
ing long-term displacement in San 
Francisco, released its Dirty Dozen 
list Jan. 10. 

The project spotlights property 
owners whoVe moved to evict ten- 
ants under the Ellis Act, a controver- 
sial state law that allows landlords 
to oust tenants even if they aren't 
in violation of lease terms. In prac- 
tice, the Ellis Act tends to be waged 
against longtime residents with low 
monthly rental payments, frequently 
impacting elderly or low-income ten- 
ants who benefit from rent control. 

The Anti Eviction Mapping 
Project's list gets up close and per- 
sonal, publishing details such as 
landlords' cell phone numbers, 
home addresses, and histories of 
legal entanglement. 

It's an edgy use of public records 
that seems to raise a slew of ques- 
tions about free speech, privacy, and 
the use of information sharing and 
public shaming as a protest tactic in 
the digital age. 

Erin McElroy, a volunteer and 
lead organizer of the project, said 
the goal was to spotlight landlords 
"who are disproportionately impact- 
ing senior and disabled tenants," 
and to raise public awareness about 
"people who are making millions at 
the expense of tenants." 

She added that there is a bud- 
ding effort to push for Ellis Act 
reform in Sacramento, and noted 
that a goal of this project was to fuel 
that statewide effort by providing 
easily accessible information. 

Among those individuals 
named on the Dirty Dozen list 
was David McCloskey of Urban 
Green Investments, a company that 
owns more than 15 San Francisco 



properties. Urban Green has been 
a frequent target of San Francisco 
housing activists, in part due to 
the company's ongoing attempt 
to evict Mary Elizabeth Phillips, a 
Dolores Street tenant who will turn 
98 in April. 

Another landlord who made the 
list, Elba Borgen, has also attracted 
past attention from tenant activ- 
ists due to her history of pursuing 
Ellis Act evictions at six different 
San Francisco properties. A tenant 
residing in a 10th Avenue property, 
where Borgen's LLC has filed for 
eviction, is 90 years old and suf- 
fering from Alzheimer's, according 
to an interview with her daughter 
Vivian Montesdeoca posted to the 
mapping project website. 

The Bay Guardian's efforts to 
reach landlords who were spotlight- 
ed on the Dirty Dozen list were 
largely unsuccessful. We did man- 
age to contact Tom Iveli, president 
of Norcal Ventures, who spoke brief- 
ly before excusing himself, saying 
he had to take another call. Iveli 
clearly wasn't aware that he and his 
business partner Bob Sigmund had 
been singled out. 

McElroy said the Dirty Dozen 
list was the product of an in-depth 
research project that entailed fil- 
tering through property records, 
San Francisco Rent Board data, and 
information gleaned from the web- 
site Corporation Wiki. 

The Anti Eviction Mapping 
Project initiative has attracted 
around 15 volunteers and will be 
partnering with Stanford University 
students to produce an oral history 
project showcasing the narratives of 
San Francisco tenants facing evic- 
tion, McElroy said. 

Some of the same activists 
involved in recent high-profile 
blockades of tech buses were also 
part of the Anti Eviction Mapping 
Project effort. 

"We're not, you know, anti-tech 
by any means," said McElroy. "We're 
anti-speculative real estate," and 
wary of policies like the Ellis Act and 
city government's tendency to give 
deep-pocketed corporations a free 
pass, regardless of the consequences. 
"It's that linkage that is kind of the 
crux of the issue," she added, sfbg 
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BY MARCIAGAGLIARDI 

culture@sfbg.com 

TABLEHOPPPING New openings 
brought to you by the letter ''V" 
— plus nifty North Beach spots 
for lunch and Sunday dinner. 

CHOW NOW 

Here we are, barely wiping the 
holiday cookie crumbs from our 
mouths, and there are already a 
slew of new places open to tempt 
us away from our green smooth- 
ies. Nice try, there, you little reso- 
lution-maker you. 

One place that actually will 
still have you eating your vegeta- 
bles is the new Verbena (2323 Polk, 
SF. www.verbenarestaurant.com) 
on Russian Hill. Chef Sean Baker 
of Gather in Berkeley has a menu 
that will usher in some major veg- 
etarian-carnivore peaceful coex- 
istence. You can choose from six 
different vegetable dishes — or go 
for some duck meatballs — and if 
you just come in for a cocktail or 
two, you'll find small bites as well. 
The wine list demands some of 
your attention too, since Michael 
Ireland (French Laundry, Quince, 
Meadowood) is behind it. Yeah, 
dude knows wine. Dinner nightly. 

Meet your new after- work local. 
And your new brunch spot. Now 
open in the former 330 Ritch in 
SoMa is Victory Hall & Parlor (330 
Ritch, SF. www.victoryhallsf.com), 
from a couple ladies — Deanna 
Sison Foster of Little Skillet and 
farmerbrown and Mia Weedning 
of Mission Bowling Club and 
Mini Bar — who obviously know 
a thing or two about good eats. 



drinks, and times. There are a few 
communal seating areas, so go 
ahead and bring your posse. The 
bar menu has a bunch of creative 
craft cocktails to reel you in (you'll 
find everything from kimchi to 
rhubarb listed as ingredients), and 
the menu o' eats comes courtesy 
of alley-mate Little Skillet. Deviled 
eggs with crispy chicken skin and 
a crab and collard dip delight, 
while weekend brunch brings a big 
biscuit sandwich and fried chick- 
en and waffles. Hubba. Dinner is 
coming up too. Just to be clear, 
lunch will still be available from 
Little Skillet in the alley Mon-Fri 
10 :30am-2 :30pm, and then inside 
Victory Hall & Parlor after 4pm. 
All-day brunch on Sat- Sun starts 
at 10am. 

Shout-out to Three Twins Ice 
Cream (254 Fillmore, SF. www. 
threetwinsicecream.com), which 
is back in business in the Lower 
Haight after a fire in September 
2011 put the SF scoop shop's 
brick and mortar location out of 
business. It's back with an icy ven- 
geance: The case now has room 
for 12 ice cream flavors, and ice 
cream sandwiches sweeten the 
menu now. 

Ramen hounds have a new 
spot to add to their list: LA-based 
Ramen Yamadaya (1728 Buchanan, 
SF. www.ramen-yamadaya.com) 
has opened its first SF location, 
right in Japantown (in the former 
Iroha, RIP). Yamadaya's tonkotsu 
ramen is reportedly the business, 
and an LA friend tells me the kot- 
teri ramen (with an extra-thick 
and rich broth) is another solid 
score. Closed Tuesdays. 
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BALLIN' ON A BUDGET 

North Beach has two strong and 
budget-minded options for you. 
First up, swing by Naked Lunch 
(504 Broadway, SF.) on Sunday 
evenings for pop-up Chao Mien by 
Sam Saechao. On the menu: food 
inspired by the cuisine of the 
Mien tribe from Southeast Asia, 
so expect dishes like red coconut 
curry and chicken-cilantro dump- 
lings. (Track 'em on Facebook as 
chao.mien.l.) Sundays 5pm-9pm. 

Love sandwiches? (Raises 
hand.) Then head over to 
Comstock Saloon's (155 Columbus, 
SF. www.comstocksalooncom) 
new lunch counter during the 
week, when you can score a fried 
chicken sandwich, rabbit cur- 
rywurst, and other lunchtime 
beasts, like a mighty fine looking 
meatball sandwich. Sidle on up to 
the new second bar inside to place 
your order Mon-Fri noon-4pm. 
(No fear, the Friday free lunch 
offer still stands — order two 
drinks and you get the lunch item 
of the day!). 

Lastly, starting on Saturday, 
Jan. 18, is a new weekend brunch 
at Chile Pies and Ice Cream (601 
Baker, SF. www.chilepies.com) in 
the Panhandle, with breakfast egg 
pies, whoa, and green chile bis- 
cuits with homestyle bacon gravy, 
yes. Come by llam-2pm, and 
there will be Champagne cocktails 
too. Cheers to all of it. sfbg 

Marcia Gagliardi is the founder of the 
weekly tablehopper e-column; subscribe 
for more at www.tablehopper.com. Get 
her app: Tablehoppefs Top Late-Night 
Eats. On Twitter: @tablehopper. 



Dine In 




Our Restaurant 




Stay For A Show 






Located in the Fillmore District 

^^^^1^^^ ^^^l^-^l^^ L^^^ Music 
^^JJ^^^^^H -1- Micheliii-Bated Japanese Cmsine 




1 1330 FILLMORE ST. 41S-6SS-5600 




Ul TAPS & SPECIALIZED BOTTLE 
SELECTION FROM THE BEST 
BREWERIES IN THE WORLD 

OPEN EVERYDAY AT 12 
KITCHEN OPEN TILL 11PM 

34 MASON STREET, SF 

(415) 984-0279 
www.mikkeUerbar.com 



"SLL YOU CAN EAT 

SUSHI & JAPANESE TAPAS 




ZG Japanese 
Restaurant 

601 Van Ness, Suite F( 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

2gjapanese.com 



other 
Avenues 



A worker-owned 
grocery cooperative 



3930 Judah 
415.661.7475 
www. other avenue s . coop 



''QlentineV Doy 
Guide 

Is your heart pounding 
for a successful 2014 
Valentine's Day? 

Reach over 672,000 readers in the Bay 
Area by showcasing your business or 
event in the San Francisco Weekly, the 
SF Bay Guardian, and the San Francisco 
Examiner. The Valentine's Day Guide is 
dedicated to restaurants, shopping, and 
events that make Valentine's Day one of 
the best times of the year! 

PUBLICATION DATES: 

FEBRUARY 5TH, 2014 

SF BAY GUARDIAN AND SF WEEKLY 
FEBRUARY 6TH, 2014 SF EXAMINER 

Deadline: January 30th, 2014 
To Advertise: Contact your sales 
representative, or call 415-359-2703 

SAN FRANCISCO MEDIA CO. 
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THURSDAY 1/16 



a "RAVISHING, RADICAL, 
AND RESTORED: THE 
FILMS OF JACK SMITH" 

Legendary underground film- 
maker Jack Smith gets the 
Technicolor-red carpet treatment 
in this series co-presented with 
the San Francisco Cinematheque, 
which screens sparkling 16mm 
restorations of his films, plus two 
Smith-centric documentaries. 
First up is his best-known work. 
Flaming Creatures (1962-63), a 
film so ''obscene" and ''orgias- 
tic" it was, of course, banned 
upon release. Upcoming pro- 
grams include Jack Smith and the 
Destruction of Atlantis (2006), 
Mary Jordan's excellent doc, and 
unfinished extravaganza Normal 
Love (1963-65), which just may 



convert you to the church of 
Maria Montez — Smith icon and 
star of 1944's lavishly camp Cobra 
Woman. (Cheryl Eddy) 
Through Jan. 30 

Flaming Creatures tonight, 7:30pm, 
$8-$10 

Verba Buena Center for the Arts 
701 Mission, SF 
www.ybca.org 

^ REFLECTING CHINA 
IN A CALIFORNIA VISION 

Tired of hearing the same old 
techno-dystopian nay-saying 
about San Francisco's growth? 
Get thee to our dear city's urban 
planning think tank, SPUR, for 
some solutions-oriented and 
original thoughts about how we 
might skim some brilliant urban- 
ization ideas for another booming 
place — China. For anyone who's 
keeping score on high-speed rails: 
China, more than 6,000 miles of 
active tracks; California, zero, but 
maybe 520 miles in 2029 if we're 
lucky? With our state's popula- 
tion projected to grow about 30 
percent by 2050, it's time we start 




taking notes. (Rebecca Huval) 
6pm, $10 for non-members/free for 
members 

SPUR Urban Center 
654 Mission, SF 
www.spur.org 

O FRESH AND FREAKY 
FICTION 

George Saunders sits on a make-be- 
lieve throne as the king of the 
short story of our time. His writing 
often takes us into a futuristic, dys- 
topian Midwestern America, where 
completely average and unusual 
events converge in dry, hilarious, 
and sometimes disturbing ways. 
Karen Russell dances ahead of the 
Pied Piper to the lyrical composi- 
tion of her own prose, which flows 
and sings and rushes like water. 
Her writing lures readers into her 
wild imagination, be it the marsh- 
es of the deep South or the thorny 
forest behind Madame Bovary's 
backyard. Together, these authors 
create dynamite, discussing their 
out-of-bounds genres, surreal 



realities, and literary inspirations. 

(Kaylen Baker) 

7pm, $25-45 

JCCSF Kanbar Hall 

3200 California, SF 

www.jccsf.org 



FRIDAY 1/17 



® YBCA PRESENTS 
WAYNE MCGREGOR 

I can't think of a choreographer 
besides Mark Morris who so easily 
moves between ballet — SFB will 
reprise his Borderlands on Feb. 18 
which is influenced by Josef Albers' 
color studies — and modern dance 
— he has his own Random Dance 
Company — as Wayne McGregor. 
His work is conceptually so far out 
that your brain begins to vibrate; 
his dancers are out of this world 
and yet so very human. It's a fasci- 
nating approach to what the human 
body — the complete dancer — can 
do. For its second SF appearance, 
Random will present the West 



Coast premiere of Far, based on 
McGregor's reading of a historical 
analysis of the Enlightenment. No 
need to get out your history books, 
just stay tuned. (Rita Felciano) 
Jan. 17/18, 7:30pm, $30-60 
Jan. 19, 2pm 
Lam Research 
Theater, YBCA 
700 Howard, SF 
www.sf 

performances.org 

O BAD NEWS 

Replicant Presents' 
electronic and 
experimental noise 
reaches into Oakland 
again with a dose of 
"weird core," industrial 
and straight-up sounds 
out of a horror-film 
soundtrack. BR-OOKS 
will have the home- court 
advantage and push the 
boundaries of any genre, then the 
more palpable Names will bring a 
dancier, more rhythmic approach, 
while maintaining roots in the 
realm of noise. But the true industri- 



SPEARS TO PIERCE THE 
STONIEST OF HEARTS 



al strength will be heard when Bad 
News takes over. This commanding 
SF/LA guitar and synth duo, com- 
posed of Sarah Bernat and Alex 
Lukas, should whip you into shape 




with sounds of precision and per- 
fection. But before they totally slay 
you, you'll reflect on any angst past 
or present and why it feels so right. 
Look for their new material in 2014. 
(Andre Torrez) 
With Names and BR-OOKS 
9pm, $7 
The Night Light 
311 Broadway, Oakland 
www.thenightlightoakland.com 

O BIG TROUBLE 
IN LITTLE CHINA 

Once upon a time, a big-mouthed 
big-rig driver named Jack Burton 
(Kurt Russell) barreled into San 
Francisco's Chinatown on the Pork 
Chop Express — and blundered into 
a strange world controlled by Lo 
Pan (James Hong): crusty old busi- 
nessman by day, evil magician by 
night. And thus begins Big Trouble 
in Little China, John Carpenter's 
wacky. Western- comedy-martial arts 
extravaganza, which was 
way too high-concept 
(or just too insane) for 
audiences in 1986 but 
achieved immortality 
thanks to the won- 
ders of home video 
and late-night cable. 
Fittingly, it has a 
three-night stand 
in the Clay's mid- 
night series, so 
you'll have plenty 
of time to prep 
your favorite 
quotes. "The 
check is in the 
mail!" (Eddy) 
Through Sun/19, midnight, 
$10 

Clay Theatre 

2261 Fillmore, SF 

www.landmarktheatres.com 
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SATURDAY 1/18 

# EDWARDIAN BALL 

Legendary illustrator Edward Gorey 
created a delightfully ominous 
world full of creepy curiosities 
out of pen and ink, inspiring and 
entertaining generations of fans. 
Celebrating and honoring his 
work, the 14th Annual Edwardian 
Ball & World's Faire offers revel- 
ers the chance to travel back in 
time. Partygoers dress in fantastic 
Edwardian period fashion, gothic 
attire, and steam-punk costumes 
that look like they could have 
stepped from the pages of Corey's 
books. Expect a wide variety of 
live entertainment, including 
music, dancing, games, circus per- 
formances, and even a stage show 
re-creation of one of his stories at 
this truly one-of-a-kind event. (Sean 
McCourt) 
8pm, $40-$95 
The Regency Ballroom 
1300 Van Ness, SF 
www.theregencyballroom.com 
www.edwardianball.com 

O AN EVENING WITH BIG 
TREE, IDEA THE ARTIST, 
AND THE PARMESANS 

They may hail from Brooklyn, but 
Big Tree members have taken root in 
the Bay Area if the latest single off of 
their EP My, How You've Grown is any- 
thing to go by. With the song record- 
ed at Tiny Telephone and the music 
video shot and edited by local media 
group Three Thirds Visual, "Like a 
Fool" is the product of an inspir- 
ing setting, as well as the inspiring 
emotion of frustration. The band is 
releasing the track for the low price 
of free, and what better way to say 
thank you than to join it for a night 
of some of the best indie music the 
Bay Area has to offer? With Idea the 
Artist's tremulous, heartfelt melodies, 
and The Parmesans' harmonious, 
bluesy folk on strings, listeners are 
in for an evening of moving tunes. 
(Kirstie Haruta) 
8pm, $7-10 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall 
1710 Mission, SF 
www.brickandmortarmusic.com 



SUNDAY 1/19 

O "IN THE NAME OF LOVE" 

Music played a key role in Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.'s teachings, 
and today, amid his legacy of non- 
violent protest and charismatic 
speechmaking, songs like "We Shall 



Overcome" remain an important 
part of his civil rights message. 
Appropriately, much joyful noise 
will ensue at Living Jazz's 12th 
annual tribute to the humanitarian. 
Talents on tonight's bill: "rebel soul" 
singer-songwriter Martin Luther 
McCoy; the acclaimed Marcus 
Shelby Jazz Orchestra with guest 
vocalist Faye Carol; the 5 5 -member 
Oakland Interfaith Cospel Choir; 
the 300-member Oakland Children's 
Community Choir; and the 
Oaktown Jazz Workshops. (Eddy) 
7pm, $8-$23 

Oakland Scottish Rite Center 
1547 Lakeside, Oakl. 
www.mlktribute.com 

O QUEER/TRANS* NIGHT 

Celebrate being queer in the New 
Year with Gilman's first Queer/ 
Trans* Night of 2014, when MC Per 
Sia hosts a night of hard-hitting 
punk from some of the coolest 




queers in Bay Area music. The show 
features masked trio Moira Scar, San 
Cha, DADDIE$ PLA$TIC, Oakland 
punks Didisdead, post-punk duo 
Bestfriend Grrlfriend, and Alice Cunt 
all the way from LA. Show-goers can 
also look forward to DJ Johnny Rose 
and a video booth by Lovewarz. This 
is a safe and sober show, so leave the 
booze and drugs at home, as well as 
any racism, misogyny, transphobia, 
or homophobia. (Kirstie Haruta) 
5pm, $5 + $2 membership 
924 Oilman St. 
924 Oilman, Berkeley 
www.924gilman.org 

MONDAY 1/20 

® WINTER FANCY 
FOOD SHOW 

Three Twins sea salt caramel ice 
cream. Fava Life hummus. Bacon Hot 
Sauce. Camembert from Caseificio 
Dell'Alta Langa. Moon Dance biscot- 
ti. Amelia caramels. Drooling yet? 
We've only just begun — these food 
items represent just a handful of the 
13,000 producers coming from all 
over the globe to display their edible 
wares at the 39th annual Winter 
Fancy Food Show. This year, 360 
food artisans represent California, 
showing off everything from luscious 



micro-greens to rainbow- colored, 
homemade kombucha. Whether 
you're a home cook or a Michelin- 
starred-restaurant buyer, this market 
is great for stocking up on strange. 




rare, and quality food items, discov- 
ering in-state artisans, and creating 
new ideas for your next cooking 
adventure. (Kaylen Baker) 
10am-5pm Sun-Mon, 10am-4pm Tues, 
free entrance 
Moscone Center 
747 Howard, SF 
www.specialtyfood.com 

® BRINGING THE NOISE 
FOR DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR. 

If you want to feel the power of 
King's legacy on MLK Day, look no 
further than the fierce spoken word 
from literary organization Youth 
Speaks. These teens spin rhymes 



that will make you bristle at the 
sorry state of the world and might 
even inspire you to start a protest. 
They'll also have you wanting to 




smack your younger self around 
for playing video games instead of 
forging word spears sharp enough to 
pierce the stoniest of hearts. See the 
future of activism for yourself at this 
annual celebration. (Rebecca Huval) 
7-9pm, $5 youth/$10 adults 
Nourse Theater 
275 Hayes, SF 
www.youthspeaks.org 



TUESDAY 1/21 

9 ARMISTEAD MAUPIN 

''Mary Ann Singleton was twen- 
ty-five years old when she saw San 
Francisco for the first time." So begins 
the famed Tales of the City series 
by Armistead Maupin, originally a 
serialized fiction project for The San 
Francisco Chronicle, depicting the 
impressions and day-to-day discover- 
ies of a fresh young newcomer to San 
Francisco in the '70s. Amassing fans 
through its humor, quick chapters 
(the perfect Muni bus-stop read), and 
on-point depictions of diverse, vibrant 
characters in three decades and eight 
novels, Maupin has finally drawn 
the story to a close, in the recently 
published The Days of Anna Madrigal. 
Find out how 92-year-old transgender 
landlady Anna Madrigal has been 
keeping busy by coming down to 
Book Passage, and get a copy signed 
by Maupin himself. (Kaylen Baker) 
12:30pm, free 
Book Passage 
1 Ferry Building, SF 
www.bookpassage.com sfbg 

The Guardian listings deadline is two weeks prior 
to our Wednesday publication date. To submit an 
item for consideration, please include the title of 
the event, a brief description of the event, date 
and time, venue name, street address (listing 
cross streets only isn'tsufficient), city, telephone 
number readers can call for more information, 
telephone numberformedia, and admission 
costs. Send information to Listings, the 
Guardian, 225 Bush, 17th Fir., SF, CA 94105; or 
email (paste press release intoemail body — no 
attachments, please) to listings@sfbg.com. 
Digital photos may be submitted in j peg format; 
the image must be at least 240 dpi and four 
inches by six inches in size. We regret we cannot 
accept listingsoverthe phone. 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: TUMBLEWEED WANDERERS, SLY STONE ILLUSTRATION, 
AND AWESOME ORCHESTRA tumbleweed wanderers photo by lizzy herrada-rios; sly 

IMAGE COURTESY OF RICH BLACK; AWESOME ORCHESTRA PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVID MOSCHLER 



BY EMMA SILVERS 

esilvers@sfbg.com 

LEFT OF THE DIAL Looking back with 
the sense of perspective that four 
and a half decades can provide, the 
year 1969 seems almost implausi- 
bly momentous. The US govern- 
ment began the draft lottery for 
Vietnam. Neil Armstrong walked 
on the moon. John and Yoko got 
in bed and stayed there; Jimi shred 
the Star- Spangled Banner. And the 
Mets were really, really good. 

In San Francisco, Sly and the 
Family Stone went into the studio 

— Pacific High Recording, to be 
specific, on a tiny street near the 
101 between Market and Mission 

— and emerged with a record that 
would change the course of funk 
and soul music. Stand! was the 
fourth album from the Vallejo- 
bred seven-piece, catapulting into 
the mainstream a band the likes 
of which popular music had never 
seen: Two white folks and five 
black folks, both men and women, 
who sang about racism, poverty, 
peace and violence, sex, and other 
provocative topics in an honest yet 
irresistably danceable way. At the 
wheel was Sly Stone (born Sylvester 
Stewart), a charismatic soul DJ for 
SF radio stations and a musical 
prodigy of sorts who played the 
keyboard, guitar, bass, and drums 
by age 11. 

The record sold more than 3 
million copies, propelled by sin- 
gles like the title track, ''Everyday 
People," and 'T Want to Take You 
Higher." It was the apex of the 
band's success. Three months 
later, they would give one of the 
best performances of their career 
at Woodstock, at 3:30am on a 
Sunday. By the end of 1969, after a 
move to LA, Sly and other Family 
Stone members were addicted to 
cocaine; by 1970, tensions were 
brewing in the studio and on the 
road. Despite producing a hand- 
ful of other critically acclaimed 
records, drug problems and per- 
sonal rifts grew steadily, and the 
band dissolved in 1975. 

Still: 'There are two types of 
black music," wrote Joel Selvin in 
Sly and the Family Stone: An Oral 
History. "Black music before Sly 
Stone, and black music after Sly 
Stone." 

Of the 100-plus Bay Area musi- 
cians participating in "UnderCover 
Presents: Sly and the Family Stone's 
Stand!" Jan. 17-19, it's safe to say 
most came of age in the latter era 

— regardless of ethnicity — with 
popular music that bore Stone's 




Slice of local soul 



influence. For three consecutive 
nights at the Independent, nine 
artists from diverse genres will 
re-create the iconic album from 
start to finish, with each band per- 
forming its own unique arrange- 
ment of the track it was assigned. 
A record of all the performances 
was produced at San Francisco's 
Faultline Studios in the weeks lead- 
ing up to the show. 

Undercover has been pro- 
ducing large-scale shows like this 
every few months for a little over 
three years, each time honoring 
an influential album with a dif- 
ferent bill of Bay Area bands and 
a different guest musical director: 
Past shows have included rein- 
terpretations of Joni Mitchell's 
Blue, Nick Drake's Pink Moon, and 
Radiohead's Kid A. But Stand! rep- 
resents new ground for a couple 
reasons: From a technical stand- 
point, the sheer quantity of musi- 
cians participating is daunting, 
thanks to guest director David 
Moschler's 50-person Awesome 
Orchestra, a Berkeley-based collec- 
tive that holds monthly orchestral 
rehearsals that are free and open 
to anyone who wants to play. 



Maybe more importantly, this 
will be the first show honoring a 
local musician — one whose lega- 
cy still commands so much local 
respect. Recruiting bands that 
were excited about the chance to 
honor Sly and the Family Stone, 
says Moschler, was the easy part. 

'Tf you're talking innovation, 
if you're talking community, if 
you're talking Bay Area, that's Sly," 
says Moschler, a musical direc- 
tor and conductor who comes 
from the world of orchestra and 
musical theater. 'Tt was a natu- 
ral choice." He pitched Lyz Luke, 
UnderCover's director, after being 
"blown away" by the Joni Mitchell 
show last January. Moschler said it 
was time for an Undercover show 
highlighting an artist of color — 
and that, while tribute nights to 
Michael Jackson, Prince, and even 
Stevie Wonder are in no short 
supply, Sly's oeuvre seemed to be 
under-trodden territory. 

Why Stand!! "Every song is so 
powerful and yet so economical. 
There are these huge political 
statements — 'Don't Call Me 
Nigger, Whitey,' 'Everyday People,' 
'You Can Make It If You Try' — 



but it's also just extremely good 
songwriting. And then there's 
this 13-minute jam with 'Sex 
Machine,'" says Moschler with a 
laugh. "You can hear that they 
were at the height of their creative 
powers as a band." 

Moschler reached out to Bay 
Area artists who felt like family 
bands, as Sly's was. Seemingly 
impossibly, every artist, from the 
acclaimed jazz composer/bassist 
Marcus Shelby to the hip -hop/funk/ 
Latin 10 -piece Bayonics, listed a dif- 
ferent first choice of song to cover. 

"1 think we said yes within 
two minutes," says Daniel Blum, 
drummer for the Tumbleweed 
Wanderers, a folky soul-rock outfit 
who'll be performing "Everyday 
People." "We were huge fans of 
the band... but we didn't want to 
fall into just covering the song. 
We played with harmonies, added 
some signatures of our sound." 
Aside from the thrill of reinter- 
preting Stone's music, UnderCover 
presented a rare opportunity to 
work with a slew of other artists 
the band respected, said Blum. 

"Every show we do, we have 
artists tell us that they made con- 



nections they might never have 
otherwise, saying 'You have to keep 
doing this,'" says Luke. She had the 
idea for UnderCover late one night 
three and a half years ago, over 
drinks at the Latin American Club 
with Jazz Mafia founder Adam 
Theis and Classical Revolution's 
Charith Premawardhana, then 
stayed up until morning crafting 
a dream-team lineup. "Our very 
first show [a Velvet Underground and 
Nico night in which Liz Phair and 
Third Eye Blind's Stephan Jenkins 
took part] , there were musicians 
running out from backstage just 
to see the next band, exchanging 
numbers afterward — they were in 
awe of each other." 

Theis has since watched the 
shows evolve as both an orga- 
nizer and a musician. Though 
it hasn't been the case with this 
show, "More than one previous 
UnderCover artist has told me that 
they actually didn't really dig the 
song they ended up with at first, 
but that it brought them to a place 
where they had to dig and search 
for what the song meant to them," 
says Theis, whose ensemble will be 
performing "You Can Make It If 
You Try." "For me, that's brought 
me to new musical places that 1 
never would have gotten to just by 
staying in my comfort zone." 

Speaking of comfort zones: 
Nothing's official, but this may be 
the first UnderCover show featur- 
ing members of the band being 
honored. Sly Stone famously fell 
on hard times in the early '80s, 
suffering from addiction, finan- 
cial problems, and alleged mental 
illness; the musician — who is 
believed to live in Vallejo again 
— has made public appearances 
only sporadically since. But at 
least a few other original members 
have happily said they'll be there. 
And Sly definitely knows about 
the show, thanks to Jeff Kaliss, a 
former Chronicle entertainment 
reporter who in 2008 penned the 
only authorized biography of the 
band, including the first in-depth 
interview with the elusive musi- 
cian in over two decades. The 
verdict: Sly supposedly thinks it 
sounds "very cool." 

"The number of people from 
Sly's community who have 
reached out has been truly amaz- 
ing," says Luke. "We're talking 
major, famous funk guys going 
'We're on board, we'll help you.' 

"1 think the community was 
waiting for this. 1 don't think 1 
realized what he means to the Bay 
Area." sfbg 
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OCEANOGRAPHER AND JUNGLE EXPLORER A 

qU in one day 




Cosmic Collisions, featuring 
explosive encounters in space 



The world's largest all-digital planetarium at the only 
aquarium-planetarium-rainforest-living museum. 





Get tickets at calacademy.org 




CALIFORNIA 
ACADEMY OF 

SCIENCES 

Golden Gate Park 
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SATURDAY JANUARY 18 
DsPsCHs A MODS 



FEATURING THE BEST OF DEPECHE MODE IN MUSIC & VIDEOS 
PLUS THE BEST OF NEW WAVE * DJ SHINDOG & GUEST DJ's 
ANDY T, FEM MYSTIQUE, & TOMAS DIABLO (STRANGELOVE) 



9PM-3AIVt ★ 21+ WITH VALID ID ★ $7 BEFORE 10PM / $12 AFTER 
INFO: MEWWflVECITY.CO M ★ JOIN NEWW AVE CITY ON FACEBOOK 

2 DANCE ROOMS rc^1190 R)LSOM ST 
4 NEW WAVE DJ's I club I SAN FRANCISCO 



f#"UPCOI](llklG 5H0i5ir%i 

THE CHAPEL 

FRI. JAN. 1 7 - $ 1 7 ADV / $ 1 9 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9 

SILA / LAGOS ROOTS 

NON STOP BHANGRA 

SAT. JAN. 1 8 - $ 1 2 ADV / $ 1 5 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9 
(((folkYEAH!))) PRESENTS 

TOY 

WYMOND MILES / CELLAR DOORS 

LIQUID LIGHTING BY MAD ALCHEMY 

SUN. JAN. 19 - $35 - DOORS 1PM, EVENT STARTS AT 2PM 
BOOKS INC. PRESENTS SUNDAY AFTERNOON AT THE CHAPEL 

ARMISTEAD MAUPIN IN CONVERSATION 
WITH ANDREW SEAN GREER 

MON. JAN. 20 - $12 - DOORS 7, SHOW 8 
IKfolkYEAH!))) PRESENTS 

PURE BATHING CULTURE / LA LUZ 

VINYL DJ SELECTIONS BY ANDY CABIC 

WED. JAN. 22 - $12 - DOORS 7, SHOW 8 
(((folkYEAH!))) PRESENTS: JANUARY 2014 RESIDENCY 

BLACK COBRA VIPERS 



THU. JAN. 23 - $ 1 4 ADV / $ 1 6 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9 
(((folkYEAH!))) PRESENTS 

WOODEN SH JIPS 

CARLTON MELTON / GOLDEN VOID 

SAT. JAN. 25 - $20 ADV / $22 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9 
(((folkYEAH!))) PRESENTS 

!!! 

FINESTEPS 

SUN. JAN. 26 - $20 ADV / $22 DOOR - DOORS 7, SHOW 8 
(((folkYEAH!))) PRESENTS 
Iff 

THECHAPELSF.COM 

--^N 777 VALENCIA ST. SAN FRANCISCO 
Cyjigv^ ALL AGES! TICKETFLY.COM 




E1£0 ROOM PRESENTS 

THE LEGENDARY 
STARDUST COWBOY 
THE SLOTHS, 
BEACHKRIEG, 
AND DJ SID PRESLEY 



I THU I 



AFRO-TROPI-ELECriRIC-SAMBA-FUNK 

,V.V°„ AFROLICIOUS 

$5 B4 WITH DJS/HOSTS 

S PLEASUREMAKER 
&SENOROZ 



I FRI 




PLUS RESIDENT PERCUSSIONISTS 



EARSHOT ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS 
THE SOCIAL FEATURING 

ONE A-CHORD 
SOULE FACTION ^ 

PLUSDJ GREEN B(COO-YAH) ' 



SPINNING 60S SOUL 45S i 

SATURDAY NIGHT 
SOUL PARTY 

WITH DJS 

LUCKY, PAUL PAUL, 
AND PHENGREN OSWALD 

$5 DISCOUNT IN SEMI-FORMAL ATTIRE 



DUB MISSION 

CELEBRATES 10 YEARS OF 
$12 ADV WONDERWHEEL RECORDINGS 
$15 DOOR y„,TH A BAY AREA-EXCLUSIVE SHOW: 

NICKODEMUS 

(TURNTABLES ON THE HUDSON//NYI & 

THE SPY FROM CAIRO 

(AKA ZEB) LIVE SET ON OUD AND ELECTRONICS 

WITH CALMITY SAM & guests 
PLUS DJ SEP 

LIMITED ADV. TlX: 
WWW.BR0WNPAPERTICKETS.COM 
& WWW.JAMBASETICKETS.COM 



NEW WEIRD WEST PRESENTS 

AMERICALIA 

^7 AN EXPLOSION OF NEW SOUND BY MEM- | 
BERS OF OS BEACHES, SHIMMERING 
LEAVES AND KILLBOSSA PLUS I 

DJ CAVEMAN & THE FOSSILS 

VISUALS BY MAD ALCHEMY 
AND SPECIAL GUESTS 



BRAZILIAN WAX 

FAT TUESDAYS 

RESIDENT DJS 

LUCIO K & CARIOCA 

GRINGA (LIVE) 

HOSTED BY MC R-SHOT 



BODYSHOCK 

A NIGHT OF BELGIAN NEW BEAT & EBM 
"^7" PERFORMING LIVE: 

FLACK BLAGUE I 

(NEBRASKA) AND ' 

SCOHARFORD 

(TOTAL ACCOMPLISHMENT) 
PLUS RESIDENT DJS 

CRACKWHORE & BLK RAINBOW j 



UPCOIVIING 

, THU 1/23 AFROLICIOUS 
' FRI 1/24 120 MINUTES: DJ NATE 
SAT 1/25 ORIGINAL PLUMBING: MR TRANSMAN 
, SUN 1/26 DUB MISSION DJ SEP, EL KOOL KYLE 



ADVANCE TICKETS 
WWW.BR0WNPAPERTICKETS.COM 



ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 
647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 




MUSIC NIGHTLIFE 



AVALON EMERSON 
BRINGS THE PRESSURE. 



In 'tuni 



BY MARKE B. 

marke@sfbg.coin 

SUPER EGO I was pleasantly sur- 
prised this weekend to find that 
it still only takes one of those 
splashy martinis at stealth piano 
bar Martuni's (4 Valencia, SF) to 
knock me right on my ass. Boing! 
But 1 was also shocked at how 
crowded it was, and not just with 
showtune aficionados rushing 
to ''Book of Mormon." There are 
hordes of new people moving 
in up and down Market Street, 
and they're starting to discover 
our secret dive bars. That's cool, 
but maybe a little scary. (Twitter- 
facing gem The Hotspot is closing 
down until February for mysteri- 
ous ''repairs" — will it reopen as 
a pricey themed cocktail lounge? 
Please goddess, no.) Meanwhile, 
tops down and bottoms up! 

QBERT 

He who scratches all, the East Bay 
turntablism wizard, is back with 
a new, crowd-supported album 
after 17 years called Extraterrestria 
(Thud Rumble). Seriously monu- 
mental news for heads. HeTl be at 
the Nightlife party, themed "Mind 
and Body" — but you just might 
leave both behind. 
Thu/16, 6pm-10pm, $12. California 
Academy of Sciences, 55 Music 
Concourse Dr., Golden Gate Park, SF. 
www.calacademy.org/nightlife 

AVALON EMERSON 

The long-simmering local techno 
talent explodes with the release 
of her lauded Pressure EP debut on 
Icee Hot records. (It is the jam.) 
She's at the Play it Cool party 
with Guillaume Galuz, Matthew 
"Favorites" Howell, and Derek 
Opperman. 

Fri/17, 9pm, $5. Balancoire 
2565 Mission, SF. 
www.balancoiresf.com 

DAVID HARNESS 

The master of soulful 
house has been show- 
ing his deeper 
tech chops 
lately am 
reeling 
in a new 
genera- 
tion of 
fans. 
This 
five- 



hour all-night set should send 
everyone over the rainbow and 
into the stratosphere. 

Fri/17, 10pm-3am, free before midnight 
with RSVP, $10. Mighty, 119 Utah, SF. 
www.mightyll9.com 

LEVON VINCENT 

The Icee Hot party is celebrat- 
ing four years of bass-heavy 
earhole-tingling by bringing in 
this hyper-intelligently funky 
NYC techno favorite, along with 
left-field groover Joey Anderson. 
Upstairs in the loft: one of my 
absolute favorites. Floating Points, 
whose jazz-informed selection of 
deep tracks is usually quite stellar. 
Sat/18, 9pm-4am, $15. Public Works, 
131 Erie, SF. www.publicsf.com 

STIMMING 

Hamburg's Mark Stimming makes 
deceptively restrained-sounding 
techno that creates an emotional 
undertow on the dancefloor and 
seriously pulls you in. Humble 
epiphanies unfold when you least 
expect them in his high-risk, 
high-wire style. Lovely stuff at the 
Sound Department party. 
Sat/18, 9pm-3am, $10-$25. Monarch, 
101 Sixth St, SF. www.monarchsf.com 

NICKODEMUS 

The storied Turntables on the 
Hudson party head honcho 
comes to SF from NYC to cele- 
brate the Wonderwheel label's 
10th Anniversary at our own 
great Dub Mission party. Expect 
a ton of warm funk and global 
house vibes. 

Sun/19, 9pm, $12-$15. Elbo Room, 
647 Valencia, SF. www.elbo.com 

SF ALBUM PROJECT: NEVERMIND 

You'll reach drag Nirvana with 
this gender-bending theatrical 
take on one of the most influ- 
ential albums of all time. SFAP 
does all the songs, in order, in 
drag, fantastically. Surely one to 
rival the troupe's great 
interpretation of OK 
Computer last year. 
Sun/19, doors 7pm, 
show 8pm, $15. 
Victoria Theater, 
2961 16th St., SF. 
www.tinyurl.com/ 

sfapnirvana sfbg 
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WEDNESDAY 15 



ROCK 

Bottom of the HilhConnan Mockasin, Disappearing 
People, Faux Canada, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 
El RiO: Nobunny, King Lollipop, Pookie&The 
Poodlez, 9p.m.,$7. 

Elbo Room: The Legendary Stardust Cowboy, The 
Sloths, Beachkrieg, DJ Sid Presley, 9 p.m., $8. 

DANCE 

Beaux: "BroMance: A Night Outforthe Fellas," 

9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: "Sticky Wednesdays," w/ DJ MarkAndrus, 
8 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: " Bondage A Go Go," w/ DJs Damon, Tomas 

Diablo, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $5-$10. 

Club X: "Electro Pop Rocks," 9 p.m., free. 

EndUp: "Tainted Techno Trance," 10 p.m. 

F8: "Housepitality," 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Harlot: "Qool," 5 p.m. 

Infusion Lounge: "Indulgence," 10 p.m. 

Lexington Club: "Friends of Dorothy," w/ DJ 

Sissyslap, 9 p.m., free. 

Lookout: "What?," w/ resident DJ Tisdaleand 

guests, 7 p.m., free. 

Madrono Art Ban "Rockthe Spot," 9 p.m., free. 
Make-Out Room: "Burn Down the Disco," w/ DJs 
2shy-shy& Meltw/U, 9 p.m., free. 
MatrixFillmore: "Reload," w/ DJ Big Bad Bruce, 

10 p.m., free. 

Q Ban "Booty Call," w/ Juanita More, Joshua J, 
guests, 9 p.m., $3. 



BLUES 



Biscuits and Blues: Tommy Odetto, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., 
$15. 

Royal Cuckoo: Big Bones & Chris Burns, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

Saloon: Little Jonny&TheGiants, 9:30 p.m. 

SOUL 

Boom Boom Room: "Soul Train Revival," w/Ziek 
McCarter,9:30p.m.,$5. 



THURSDAY 16 



ROCK 

Bottom of the HilhJoshuaCook&TheKeyof Now, 
Be Calm Honcho, Drivers, 9 p.m., $10. 
Papa M, Guy Blakeslee, 8 p.m., $18-$22. 
Hemlock Tavern: Bad Bad, Talkof Shamans, 
Banshee Boardwalk, 8:30 p.m., $6. 
Make-Out Room: Rich Girls, Goto Hell, 7 p.m., $5. 
Slim'S: Cody Canada &The Departed, American 
Aquarium, 8 p.m., $16. 

DANCE 

Abbey Tavern: DJ Schrobi-Girl, 10 p.m., free. 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: "Tubesteak Connection," 

w/ DJ BusStationJohn,9p.m.,$5-$7. 

The Cafe: "jPan Dulce!," 9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: "ThrowbackThursdays," '80s nightwith 

DJs Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous Dan, 

9 p.m., $6 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Cellan "XO," w/ DJs Astro & Rose, 10 p.m., $5. 

Club X: "TheCrib," 9:30 p.m., $10, 18 + . 

DNA Lounge: "8bitSF,"w/TheGlowingStars, 

Ovenrake, Tonight We Launch, 8 p.m., $8-$ll. 

Elbo Room: "Afrolicious," w/ DJs Pleasuremaker, 

SehorOz, and live guests, 9:30 p.m., $5-$8. 

F8: "BeatChurch," w/ resident DJs Neptune& 

Kitty-D, 10 p.m., $10. 

Infusion Lounge: "I Love Thursdays," 10 p.m., $10. 
John Colins: "SoLuna," w/ resident DJ Miquel Penn, 

9 p.m., free. 

Laszio: "Werk It," w/ DJ Kool Karlo, Third Thursday 

of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Madrono Art Ban "Night Fever," 9 p.m., $5. 

Monarch: Justin Martin, Nick Monaco, 10 p.m., $10 

advance. 

Q Ban "Throwback Thursday," w/ DJ Jay-R, 9 p.m., 
free. 

Raven: "1999," w/ VJ MarkAndrus, 8 p.m., free. 
The Tunnel Top: "Tunneltop," DJs Avalon and Derek, 

10 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: "Bubble," 10 p.m., free. 
Vessel: "Base," w/ J.Phlip, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

HIP-HOP 

1015 Folsom:2Racks Rap Contest, hosted by 
Sellassie, 8p.m.,$20. 

Eastside West: "ThrowbackThursdays," w/ DJ 
Madison, 9 p.m., free. 



Showdown: "TougherThan Ice," w/ DJs Vin Sol, Ruby 
Red I, and JeremyCastillo, 10 p.m. 
Skylark Ban "Peaches," w/ lady DJs DeeAndroid, 
Lady Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 
10 p.m., free. 



FRIDAY 17 



ROCK 

Abbey Tavern: Hairstrike, 9:30 p.m., free. 
Bottom of the HilhThe Hundred Days, Cosmic 
Suckerpunch, Blackout Party, Dogcatcher, 9 p.m., 
$10-$12. 

Hemlock Tavern:The Criminals, VKTMS, The Rinds, 
10p.m., $8. 

Slim'S:Vela Eyes, The Surgeon Generals, Ghost 

Parade, Lemme Adams, 8 p.m., $13. 

Thee Parksido: Weedeater, Black Cobra, 9 p.m., 

$15. 



DANCE 



1015 Folsom: Mimosa, Lee Bannon, Gladkill, 
Sugarpill, BogI, DJ Dials, Releese, DJ Balance, 

10 p.m., $15-$17.50 advance. 

Audio Discotech: Teenage Mutants, Human Life, 

J. Remy, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

Cafe Flore: "Kinky Beats," w/ DJ Sergio, 10 p.m., 

free. 

The Cafe: "Boy Bar," w/ DJ MattConsola, 9 p.m., $5. 

Cellan "F.T.S.: Forthe Story," 10 p.m. 

DNA Lounge: "So Stoked: Frequency 8," 

w/ Christopher Lawrence, Klubfiller, Mars, Sausee, 

Blix Cannon, Saphyre, Angoscia, more, 7 p.m., 

$20-$30. 

EndUp: "Fever," 10 p.m., free before midnight. 

The Grand Nightclub: "We Rock Fridays," 9:30 p.m. 

Infusion Lounge: "Escape Fridays," 10 p.m., $20. 

Lookout: "HYSL," 9 p.m., $3. 

Madrono Art Ban "That '80s Show," w/ DJs Dave 

Paul&Jeff Harris, 9 p.m., $5. 

Manor West: "Fortune Fridays," 10 p.m., free before 

11 p.m. with RSVP. 

MatrixFillmore: "F-Style Fridays," w/ DJ Jared-F, 
9 p.m. 

Mighty: DJ David Harness, 10 p.m., free before 
midnightwith RSVP. 

OMG: "Release," 9 p.m., free before 11 p.m. 

Public Works: Ida Engberg, Ben Seagren, Brian 

Knarfield, Max Gardner, John Kaberna, in the main 

room,9p.m.,$13-$20. 

Q Ban "Pump: Worq It Out Fridays," w/ DJ 

Christopher B, 9 p.m., $3. 

Ruby Skyo: MaxGraham, 9 p.m., $20 advance. 

Sip Bar & Lounge: DJ MarcdeVasconcelos, 10 p.m., 

free. 

Slate Ban "Darling Nikki," w/ DJs Dr. Sleep, Justin 
Credible, and Durt, Third Friday of every month, 
8p.m., $5. 

Temple: RogerShah, Mitka, John Beaver, Reverse, 

DJTone, DJVon, 10 p.m., $15. 

Underground SF: "Bionic," 10 p.m., $5. 

Wish: "Bridge the Gap," w/ resident DJ Don Kainoa, 

Fridays, 6-10 p.m., free; "Depth," w/ DJsSharon 

Buck&GregYuen, 10 p.m., free. 

SOUL 

Edinburgh Castle: "Soul Crush," w/ DJ Serious 
Leisure, 10 p.m., free. 

Independent: Undercover Presents Sly & The Family 
Stone's Stand!, w/ guest music director David 
Moschler, Jan. 17-19, 8 p.m., $25-$30. 
Knockout: "Oldies Night," W/ DJs Prime, Daniel, 
Lost Cat, and friends. Third Friday of every month, 
10p.m., $5. 

Royal Cuckoo: Freddie Hughes&Chris Burns, 
7:30 p.m., free. 



SATURDAY 18 



ROCK 

Bender's: Flexx Bronco, Antique Scream, 10 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: Crooks on Tape, Fever the Ghost, 

Carta, 9:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

ChapehToy, Cellar Doors, Wymond Miles, 9 p.m., 

$12-$15. 

DANCE 

Amnesia: "Pance Darty," w/ Jjaaxxnn & Duke, 
9 p.m., $7. 

Cafe Flore: "Bistrotheque,"w/DJ KenVulsion, 
8 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: "NewWave City: Depeche Mode Night," w/ 
DJ Shindog, Tomas Diablo, AndyT, Fem Mystique, 
9p.m.,$7-$12. 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 22 » 



Mgke-Out Room 




WEDNESDAY 1/15 AT 9PN. FREE! 

BURN DOWN THE DISCO! 

80S DANCE PARTY 
DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 
SOS GROOVE. WAVE. GOTH. SYNTH-POP. & MORE! 



THURSDAY 1/16 AT 7PN. FREE! 

RICH GI RLS RECORD R ELEASE 

FOLLOWING AT 10PN, FREE! 

SOUL: IT'S THE REAL THING! 

WITH THE SELECTER DJ KIRK & JON BLUNCK 
60S & 70S SOUL 



FRIDAY 1/17 AT 7:30PN, $8 

BLISSES B • RAVEN NARCUS 



FOLLOWING AT 10PN. $5 

LOOSE JOINTS 

DJ TON THUMP/DAMON BELL/CENTIPEDE 
FUNK/SOUL/HIP-HOP/LATIN/AFRO-BEAT 



SATURDAY 1/18 AT 7:30PN, FREE! 

BANG OUT READING SERIES 

VOLUME XXIII: "PRIVATE EYES** 



FOLLOWING AT 10PN. $5 

EL SUPERRITNO! 

W/ ROGER MAS Y EL KOOL KYLE 
CUNBIA/DANCEHALL/SALSA/HIP-HOP 



SUNDAY 1/19 AT 7:30PN, FREE! 

420 MINUTES 

MTV CLASSIC VIDS. ALL NIGHT LONG! 
W/ VJS FRIAN BAKEFIELD & KK 



MONDAY 1/20 AT 7:30PN, FREE! 

SAD BASTARD'S CLUB 

TODD COSTANZA • BRIAN BELKNAP 
VIOLA BOOTH • ANNA HILLBURG • TOM HEYNAN 



FOLLOWING AT 10PM. FREE! 

WHISKEY RIVER 

DJ HANDLEBARS & DJ PRETTY RICKY 



TUESDAY 1/21 AT 9:30PM. FREE! 

LOST & FOUND 

DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 
DJS LUCKY. PRIMO & FRIENDS 



WEDNESDAY 1/22 AT 7:30PM. $5 

UFOFBI (SWEDEN) 
WHITE RAINBOW (LA) 

DIRTY BOUNCE DJS LLYOD CARGO & KK 



THURSDAY 1/23 AT 7:30PM. $5 

POW • WARN WHITE • NANE 



FRIDAY 1/24 AT 6PM. FREE! 

ROCK N' ROLL WORKSHOP 

W/DJS STEPHEN 
JODIE ARTICHOKE & MEDIUM RARE 



FOLLOWING AT 10PM. $5 

LOOSE JOINTS 

DJ TOM THUMP/DAMON BELL/CENTIPEDE 
FUNK/SOUL/HIP-HOP/LATIN/AFRO-BEAT 



SATURDAY 1/25 AT 7PM. FREE! 

ROCKFIGHT! 

W/ DJ FOODCOURT & PALS 



FOLLOWING AT 10PM. $5 

EL SUPERRITNO! 

W/ ROGER MAS Y EL KOOL KYLE 
CUMBIA/DANCEHALL/SALSA/HIPHOP 



3225 22n(l ST. @ MISSION SF (A 94110 
415-647-2888 • www.makeoutroom.(om 



^IN DEPENDENT 

WWW.THEINDEPENDENTSF.COM 




EAT. GUEST MUSIC DIRECTOR. 
DAVIUyfiSCHlIR 

7ESI1ME ORCHESTRA COLIEETIVE FEM. 

THE BENgSONS, UUMl 
:::SEM^lEMIKKAWQOJ.MA[tCU!>SH[iBy 

JAZZ MAFIA FEAl CROSSROADS. 
TOMBLEWEEDWANOERERS 

WlimURIENDS, 
ZAKIYA HARRIS. CON BRIO 



FRl JAN 17 'SAT, JAN IS* SUN, JAN 19 



1^^^ ^^SISTEB CI 
■^^^^ THU, JAN 23 H 



mU TRULY PRISISTS 



SUPERHUMANOIDS 

SISTER CRAfON, JAMES SUPEftCAVE 




SPACE GHOST 
DJ DIALS 



FROM AEHORMAN 'IMP NBC'S THE OFFICE 

DAVID 
KOECHNER 



TMO SHOWS IH ONE NIGHTf 



SAT, JAN 25 




THU, JAN 30 

FUTUREBIRDS 

FRI, JAN 31 & SAT, F£B 1 

TWO NIGHTSU-MBASE PRESENTS 

NORTH MISSISSIPPI 
ALLSTARS 

LIGHTNIN MALCOLM 
TUE, FEB 4 

LOS LONELY BOYS 

628 DIVlSADEltO ST. AT HAVES, SAN 
Oa AT BOX OFFICE, MONDAY - FfiEDAV 
rNFOr 41 5.771. 1421 / All SHOWS 21 
PAJD PARKING LOT : PAMHANDIE PA 



SAT, FEB 8 

AtBUAA REiEASt FARfY} 

LOCURA 

PUS SPECIAL BRASS BAND SURPrIs^ 
SUK FEB 9 



DELOREAN 

UNT IL THE RIBBON BREAKS 
MOH, FEB 10 

AUGUSTINES 

MY GOODNESS 



AMOTHER PLAMET ENTEfiTAlr^MENT - APECOMCEftTS.CO+4 
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DNA Lounge: "Booties. F.," 9 p.m., $10-$15. 
EndUp: "The Show," w/ Ben Seagren, Dean 
Samaras, and guests. 

Infusion Lounge: "Social Addiction," 10 p.m., $20. 
Lexington Club: "S.O.S.," w/ DJ Andre, 9 p.m., free. 
Lookout: "Bounce!," 9 p.m., $3. 
IVIadrone Art Bar: " Fringe," w/ DJs Blondie K & sub- 
Octave, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 10 p.m.). 
IVIigllty: "Eighth Annual Icebreakers Ball," w/ DJ 
Icey, Zach Moore, Motion Potion, Matt Haze, 
Phleck, U9lift, Professor Bang, 10 p.m., $15-$20. 
IVIilk Ban "The Queen Is Dead: A Tribute to the Music 
of Morrissey&The Smiths," w/ DJ Mario Muse, 9 p.m. 
IVIonarcli: "Sound Department 009," w/ Stimming, 
DJ M3, Martin Aquino, Nick Williams, 9 p.m., 
$10-$25. 

Powerliouse: "Beatpig," 9 p.m. 

Public Works: "Icee Hot: 4-Year Anniversary," 



w/ Levon Vincent, Joey Anderson, Floating Points, 
Jason Kendig, and more, 9 p.m., $15 advance. 
Ruby Skye: Sick Individuals, Donald Claude, 9 p.m., 
$20 advance. 

Slate Bar: "Smiths Night S.F.," w/The Certain 

People Crew, 10 p.m., $5. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco. "Luminous," 

w/ DJ Zhaldee, Third Saturdayof every month, 9 p.m. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 

"Requiem," w/ DJsXiola, Calexica, and Callum 

McGowan, 9:30 p.m., $6. 

Temple: "Crush," 10 p.m., $20. 

SOUL 

Elbe Room: "Saturday Night Soul Party," w/ DJs 
Lucky, Phengren Oswald, and Paul Paul, 10 p.m., 
$10 ($5 in formal attire). 

Independent: Undercover Presents Sly &The Family 
Stone's Stand!, w/ guest music director David 
Moschler, Jan. 17-19, 8 p.m., $25-$30. 



SUNDAY 19 



ROCK 

Thee Parkside: Bobby Joe Ebola &The Children 
MacNuggits, The Haymarket Squares, The Crux, 
8 p.m., $8. 

DANCE 

Beaux: "Full of Grace: AWeekly House Music 

Playground," 9 p.m., free. 

Cellar: "ReplaySundays," 9 p.m., free. 

Edge: "'80sat8,"w/DJ MC2,8p.m. 

Elbe Room: "Dub Mission," with resident DJ Sep and 

guests, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

EndUp: "T.Dance," 6a.m.-6 p.m.; "Sunday 

Sessions," 8 p.m. 

F8: "Stamina," w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 
10 p.m., free. 



Knockout: "Sweater Funk," 10 p.m., free. 

Lookout: "Jock," Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: "Bounce," w/ DJ Just, 10 p.m. 

Otis: "What'sthe Werd?," w/ DJs Nick Williams, 

Kevin Knapp, Maxwell Dub, 9 p.m., $5. 

Parlor: DJ MarcdeVasconcelos, 10 p.m., free. 

QBan "Gigante,"8p.m.,free. 

Ruby Skye: "Hero," w/ DJs Moto Blanco & Manny 

Lehman, 6 p.m., $25advance. 

Slate Ban "She Said...: A Queer Affair," 4 p.m., 

$3-$5. 

Temple: "Sunset Arcade," 18+ dance party &game 
night, 9 p.m., $10. 

BLUES 

Amnesia: HowellDevine, 8:30 p.m., $7-$10. 
Biscuits and Blues: The Brat Pack, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., 
$15. 

Lou's Fish Shack: Nat Bolden, 4 p.m. 

Saloon: Blues Power, 4 p.m.; Silvia C, 9:30 p.m. 



GET TICKETS AT yoshis.com 



SAN FRANCISCO 







1 Wed-Thu, Jan 15-16 

1 3X GRAMMY® winning singer-songwriter 

An Evening with 
1 SHAWN COLVIN 




1 Fri-Sat, Jan 17-18 

1 Hands down one of the best R&B/funk, 
* hip hop, jazz and rock bands! 

i MINT CONDITION 


Sun, Jan 19 - 18+ 

BARBARY COAST BURLESQUE 

feat. Kitten DeVille 




Tue-Wed, Jan 21-22 

f The world's greatest ABBA show 
back by popular demand! 

j ARRIVAL EROM SWEDEN: 
{THE MUSIC OF ABBA 



Oakland 



Wed, Jan 15 

The preeminent jazz guitarist 

ROBBEN 
FORD 



Thu, Jan 16 - Oakland Riviera Release Partyl 

KEV CHOICE 



Fri, Jan 17 




BOOKER T. 

JONES 



Sat, Jan 18 

Led by Bill Champlin, former member of Chicago 

SONS OF CHAMPLIN 



Thu, Jan 23 

Legendary Brazilian percussionist/drummer 

AIRTO MOREIRA 
& EYEDENTITY 



Sun, Jan 19 - Mr. Telecaster 

ALBERT LEE 
W/KATETm 

Mon, Jan 20 - Peace Streets CD Release 

I JOE DEROSE AND AMICI 



MM 



Fri-Sat, Jan 24-25 

Classic soul hit-makers of Motown and 
Atlantic records 

THE SPINNERS 



Tue, Jan 21 - Gain' To The Delta Pre-Release Patty 

KIM SIMMONDS 
AND SAVOY BRO^^^^ 

Wed, Jan 22 - CD Release with very special guests 

TONY SAUNDERS 



Sun, Jan 26 

Bossa Nova, Tropicalia, Batucadas guitarist & singer 

PEDRO SA MORAES 



Mon, Jan 27 

SFSketchfest Presents: 

WHEELS OFF: THE RHETTMILIEII SHOW 



Tue, Jan 28 

CHRISTIAN PEPIN 

A Tour of Latin America 

With Special Guest Flamenco Vocalist Kina Mendez 



Wed, Jan 29 

Refreshing mix of international musicians and traditions 

FREDDY CLARKE &WDBBLy WORLD 
Journey to Freedom 



1330 FILLMORE ST. 415-655-5600 510 EMBARCADERO WEST 510-238-9200 



y Thu-Fri, Jan 23-24 

^RAHSAAN 
SI PATTERSON 



Sat, Jan 25 

Actor, Comedian & the Weasel 

PAULY SHORE 



Sun, Jan 26 

Classic soul hit-makers of Motown 
and Atlantic records 

THE SPINNERS 




VIP Membership Club for Yoshi's SF + Oakland • Details at www.yoshis.com/vip 



©For tickets & current show info: 
YOSHIS.COM /415-655-5600 / 510-238-9200 (JibstK 
All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. T 



MEZZANINE 

444 JESSIE STREET 



FRI JANUARY 17 - 9PM 

ni RRAMA 

DJ Amen, DJ Sean G 



■ m ■ 



SATJANUARY 18.9PM 
DJSKEE I DJ ORATOR 



SAT JANUARY 25 ■ 7PM 

Beats for Boobs 

MJJANIJARY30- 8:30PIVI 
THb HUUU IN TERNEi 

Girls n Boomboxes, NanosauR 



FRI JANUARY 31 • 9PM 

TEED (USED 



TOTALLY ENORMOUS EXTINCT DINOSAURS 



I 



\ 1 



I 



02.0 GOU)ROOM(DJ SET) 

02.0' SKRIUIX 

02.0 SCUBA 

02.0 POGLSIDE(DJSET) 

02.0' SKETCHFEST PRINCESS 

02.1! OASIS PARTY 

02.2 HOUSE OF MEZZANINE 

02.2 COMTRUISE 

03.0 JBOOG 

03.0 FOURTET 

03.2 REBIRTH BRASS BAND 

04 0 SNEAKY SOUND SYSTEM 

MEZZANINESF.COM I 415.625.8880 I 21 + 



FULL BAR 7 DAYS • Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY • SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 



WEEDEATER ^ 

BLACK COBRA # 

GRAYCEON ^ 

CORMORANT ■ 

ORIGINAL FAMOUS TWANG SUNDAYS ^ 

lOT RANDALL ^ 

&THE CHILDREN MACNUGGITS 
MARKET SQUARES 



'24 - JAYKEORYIS 8 THE BROKEN BAND, 

THE PINE BOX BOYS, JAMES HUNNICUH 

25 - AFTERNOON SHOW- THE MELVINATOR, 
TRAVIS HAYES, UNI AND HER UKELELE, 
THE BLUE BEAR BAND 

25 - NIGHT SHOW- CHUCK RAGAN,MAnSKIBA, 

UKE-HUNT, TRAVIS HAYES, THE MELVINATOR 

26 - ORIGINAL FAMOUS TWANG SUNDAYS - 

THEE HOBO GOBBELINS, RY BRADLEY 
26 - Af/Cf/rSf/Oiy- SILVER SNAKES, GRIEVER, 

CHILDREN OF GOD, CULTURE ABUSE 
31 - JAPANTHER, SELF DEFENSE FAMILY, 

CREATIVE ADULT 
1 - THE TOASTERS, LA PLEBE, 

JOHNNY MADCAP AND THE DISTRAOIONS J 

theepark5ide.com 
1600 17th Street -415-252-1330 



UTZIPOS 

365 Club® 



1025 COLUMBUS AT CHESTNUT, SAN FRANCISCO 
(415) 474-0365/ WWW.BIMB0S365CLUB.COM 



FRI. JAN. 17 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $22 . 21 & up 



WONDER BREAD 5 



SUN. JAN. 19 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $25 • 18 & up 

PINBACK-DEATHFIX 



FRI. JAN. 24 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $25 - 21 & up 

PRIDE & JOY 



SAT. JAN. 25 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 
$22 ADV. / $25 DAY OF SHOW - 21 & UP 

THE ENGLISH BEAT 

RUSTY ZINN & HIS BAND 



SAT. FEB. 1 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $22 • 21 & up 

SUPER DIAMOND 

STUNG 



COMING 2/14 & 15: TAINTED LOVE 

2/22: WE WERE PROMISED JETPACKS 
2/28: MUSTACHE HARBOR 



FOOD SERVICE AVAILABLE AT ALL SHOWS • 2 DRINK MIN. 
GENERAL ADMISSION. UMITED SEATING. T1X AVAILABLE AT THE CLUB 
M-F/IGAIVMPIVI. • TICKETS ONUNE: WWW.BIIVIB0S365CLUB.C0IVI 



BIMBO'S IS AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND PRIVATE PARTIES! 415-474-0365 EXT. 18 




MONDAY 20 



ROCK 

The Chapel: Pure Bathing Culture, La Luz, 8 p.m., 
$12. 

Elbe Room: "Americalia," w/ Mark Matos, 9 p.m. $7. 

DANCE 

DNA Lounge: "Death Guild," DJs Decay, Joe Radio, 
MeltingGirl, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 
The Knockout: "Disorder," w/ Bright Future, Manics, 
Percy's Music, plus DJs Nickie, Brynna Ashley, and 
James David, 9 p.m., $5. 

Q Ban "Wanted," w/ DJs Key&Kiteand Richie Panic, 
9 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: "Vienetta Discotheque," w/ DJs 
Stanley Frank and Robert Jeffrey, 10 p.m., free. 



JAZZ 



Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz Hot, 
7 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
City Jazz Instrumental Jam Session, 8 p.m. 
The Union Room at Biscuits and Blues:401 Mason, 
San Francisco. The Session: A Monday Night Jazz 
Series, pro jazz jam with MikeOlmos, 7:30 p.m., 
$12. 



TUESDAY 21 



ROCK 

Bottom of the Hill: Max Bemis, Matt Pryor, Perma, 
Merriment, Allison Weiss, 7:30 p.m., $14-$17. 
Knockout: High Anxiety, Butt Problems, Apogee 
Sound Club, DJ Fred Thrillhouse, 9:30 p.m., $6. 

DANCE 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
"High Fantasy," w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 
10p.m., $2. 

Monarch: 101 6th St., San Francisco. 

"Soundpieces," 10 p.m., free-$10. 

OtiS: 25 Maiden, San Francisco. "Vibe," w/ 

Binkadink, Third Tuesday of every month, 6 p.m., 

free. 

Q Ban "Switch," w/ DJs Jenna Riot& Andre, 9 p.m., 
$3. 

Underground SF: "Shelter," 10 p.m., free. 

Wish: "Tight," w/ resident DJs Michael May & Lito, 

8 p.m., free, sfbg 




KITCHEN OPEN MON-SAT AT 6PIVI 



1/1 7 DrS BIG DWAYNE & AJ 

SPIN SOUL/ROCKSTEADY 
9PM • FREE 



1/18 FLEXX BRONCO 

w/ ANTIQUE SCREAM (sea) 

10PM ONLY $5 



1/19 ''SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT" 

$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA 
$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES 
$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON 
$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 



1/20 ''MOJITO MONDAYS'' 

$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY AND 
ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 11 P.M. 
TO 2 A.M. $1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 



1/21 



''TEQUILA 
TWO-WHEELED 
TUESDAYS'' 

$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA 
WITH ACANOFTECATE 



BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH ^415.824.1800 
^ MON-THU 4PM-2AM ^ FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM^ 
^WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM ^ 



22 SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN 



OPINION 



NEWS 



FOOD + DRINK 



THE SELECTOR 



ARTS + CULTURE 



FILM 



CLASSIFIEDS 



ARTS + CULTURE 




FROM LEFT: SYLVIA FEIN, TOGETHER 
FOR EVER, THE LADY WITH THE WHITE 

KNIGHT PHOJO BY BRITTANY M. POWELL; 
PAINTINGS COURTESY THE ARTIST AND 
KROWSWORK GALLERY 



The 

secret 
life of 
Sylvia 
Fein 

The 94-year-old painter 
comes to terms with 
hersurreality in a new 
retrospective 



BY GARRETT CARLES 

arts@sfbg.com 

VISUAL ART In 2012, 1 ran down to 
the Los Angeles County Museum 
of Art for ''In Wonderland/' a mas- 
sive exhibition of women surreal- 
ist artists working in the US and 
Mexico from the 1930s through 
the '60s. Among the artists — from 
big names like Frida Kahio and 
Leonora Carrington to obscure 
figures like Bridget Tichenor and 
Julia Thecia — there were only two 
living participants: Yayoi Kusama 
and Sylvia Fein. I was familiar with 
Kusama's polka dots and happen- 
ings, but Sylvia Fein was altogether 
something else, a figurative painter 
whose gleaming egg-tempera-on- 
gesso works from the '40s and '50s 
suggested at once the allegorical 
portraiture of the Renaissance 
and the alchemical surrealism of 
Remedios Varo. 

As it happens, Fein lives out 
near Martinez, and I soon found 
myself making pilgrimages to her 
house. Nor was I the only one, 
and among the people to have 
sought her out in the wake of ''In 
Wonderland" are curator Travis 
Wilson and Jasmine Moorhead, 
owner of Oakland's Krowswork 
Gallery. Together Wilson and 
Moorhead have mounted an 
ambitious retrospective, "Surreal 
Nature," spanning the whole 
of Fein's career but particularly 




emphasizing her output of the last 
decade, which has never been pub- 
licly shown. 

Still using egg tempera on gesso, 
the spry 94 -year- old painter contin- 
ues to create her most astonishing 
works today, paintings that defy the 
usual division between abstract and 
representational; an eye, for exam- 
ple, might float in the middle of an 
otherwise wholly abstract cosmos, 
as in Crucial Eye (2011) or Marble 
Galaxy (2010). And while the cat- 
alog to "Surreal Nature" indicates 
she has rejected such labels as "sur- 
realist" since her mid-20s, Fein has 
softened her stance somewhat over 
the ensuing years. 

"I really don't think that's 
the word even though we use it 
all the time," Fein says. "I think 
most paintings are surreal because 
they're in another dimension. Sur- 
real, but in the right sense. Because 
it is above the ordinary." 

EARLY SPELLS 

Certainly Fein's career has been any- 
thing but ordinary; while studying 
painting as an undergraduate at the 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, 
in the early '40s, Fein became part 
of a six-person group of "magic 
realists" led by Marshall Glasier and 
including fellow "In Wonderland" 
artist Gertrude Abercrombie. Along 
with group member John Wilde, 
Fein earned a show at the universi- 
ty's gallery in 1941, a rare honor for 



undergrads. World War II brought a 
period of intense anxiety over the 
fate of her enlisted husband, Bill 
Scheuber, expressed in such works 
as The Lady with the White Knight 
(1942-43), but it was during a stay in 
Mexico (1944-46) that her art fully 
flowered. 

"I lived in a place where there 
was no running water and no 
flushing toilets," she laughs, relat- 
ing such elemental conditions to 
her artistic maturation. "God, that 
really fit my personality. And here I 
grew up in Milwaukee!" 

In 1947, after her husband's 
return from the war, the couple 
moved to the Bay Area, where Fein 



would receive an MFA from the 
University of California, Berkeley, 
participating in a pre-Beat bohemia 
that included the likes of dancer 
Anna Halprin and composer Harry 
Partch. But her real education, she 
maintains, was at the hands of art 
theorist Henry Schaefer-Simmern. 

"He'd been brought to teach at 
Cal and his ideas were so revolu- 
tionary that technically they threw 
him out and he started his own art 
institute," Fein recalls. "I was one 
of his first students, and he was 
teaching that there was an evolu- 
tionary artistic intelligence, that 
most art begins with scribbles, then 
it starts to get formation, it evolves 
into circles and out of circles chil- 
dren make other lines. Not only 
that, but if you look at the history 
of the world and primitive societ- 
ies, you see the same evolutionary 
things, whether in caves or rocks, 
scribbles on hides. 

"I worked with him for 20 
years. He was writing books; I did 
research for him, and then I did 
drawings for his books, in ink, of 
historical subject matter, so it was 
like I was studying the history 
of the world all over again then 
delineating it for him. That's like 
a secret part of my life nobody has 
ever mentioned." 

LATE MAGIC 

At the same time, Fein managed 
a successful career as a painter. By 
the mid-'50s, when monumental 
abstraction was in, she was work- 
ing nearly in miniature, painting 
tiny landscapes and seascapes. 
Nothing could have been less 
fashionable, but she still sold well 
on both coasts. Yet in the early 
'70s, she began a 30-year hiatus 
from painting, as she wrote and 
self-published two books inspired 
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by her work with Schaefer-Simmern, 
Heidi's Horse (1976), an analysis of 
her daughter's drawings of horses 
between the ages of 2 and 16, and 
First Drawings: Genesis of Visual 
Thinking (1993), a related account 
exploring the development of visual 
logic in children, primitive societies, 
and other artists. Only in the early 
2000s did she return to painting, 
in time for rediscovery by curator 
Robert Cozzolino, who staged a 
show of the '40s magic realist group, 
"With Friends," at the University of 
Wisconsin in 2005. This show led 
directly to her inclusion in the 2012 
LACMA exhibition. 

While both "With Friends" and 
"In Wonderland" focused on the 
'40s and '50s, "Surreal Nature" is 
the first opportunity to see Fein's 
present work, even as the curators 
have done an excellent job of con- 
textualizing it in terms of her over- 
all development. One need only 
juxtapose The Lady with the White 
Knight with her most recent series 
of memorial "trees" for her husband 
Bill — who died in 2013 after some 
70 years of marriage — to see how 
her own version of surrealism has 
transformed from an image-based 
style to a more directly experiential 
art of brushwork and materials. 

"It sure is flowering in my late 
age," Fein remarks. "I'm so lucky 
that's happening. You can't make 
yourself do this." sfbg 

SURREAL NATURE 

Jan. 18-Feb. 22 

Thu-Sat, noon-6pm and by appt. 
Krowswork 

480 23rd St (side entrance), Oakl. 
www.krowswork.com 

JANUARY 15 - 21, 2014 / SFBG.COM 23 



FRI1.17 

TEMPLE AND SONDRA 
PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS 

ROGER 

SHAH 



SAT 1.18 

TEMPLE 
AND 

LARA BRASIL 
PRESENT 



TUE1.20 



l-'AVINTINGHTOl 
THElPEQPLirr 



PEOPLE. PAIWTIHC.PJlRnr. J^pr 




CRUSH 





540 HOWARD ST SAN FRANCISCO 



10 



FOR VIP, BACHELOREHES OR ANY PO st/templersvp 
LARGE GROUP PLEASE E-MAIL: Bj^B 

FOR VIP BOHLE SERVICE PLEASE EMAIL: 

RSVP HERE FOR COMPLIMENTARY ENTRY TO TEMPLE ▲ 



YOUNG JEAN LEE'S THEATER COMPANY 




UNTITLEDFEMINIST 
SHOW 




U-SAT, JAN 30-FEB 1, 8 PM • YBCA THEATER 

"The clearest indication that the avant-garde isn't dead, 

and has never been fun^"^" " 



"...one of the more moving 
I have ever seen on 




GUARDIAN 
FBG'COM 



YERBA BUENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS • YBCA.ORG • 415. 978. ARTS 



THE HONEV HIVE 




honeyhivecollective.com 
Facebook Instagram >- 




WEDNESDAY JAN IS g:30PM'!H/IMlll 



CONNAN MOCKASIN 
Disappearing people 

Faux Canada 



THURSDAY JAN 16 mm''m\* 



Joshua Cook 

& The Key Of Now 
Be CALMjmiCHO 



FRIDAY JAN17 g:3l)PM'i»/IMlll 



The Hundred Days 

Cosmic Suckerpunch 

Blackout Party 

from San Plego 



SATURDAY jan 18 e:30PM'iig/l2'M 



Crooks On Tape 

Fever The Ghost 



TUESDAY JAN 21 8:30PM 'iHI« 



AVax Beavis 

o-r Say Any-ti-hnG' 



Allison W^eiss 



WED. JAN 22 



Giggle Party 

Sweat Lodge 

Nasty Christmas 



THU. JAN 23 



An acoustic evening 
with... 

The Maine 



m. JAN 24 



Drenge 

Happy Diving 
The Started-Its 



SAT. jan: 



Owl Paws 

James Riotto 

Cave Clove 



SUN. JAN 26 



Wagons West Tour 

Red City Radio 

ELWAY 

Direct Hit! 



TUE. JAN 28 



KC Turner presents.... 

Open Mic Night 
ONE NIGHT ONLY! 

sponsored by Avenue Live 



bottoinoSthehiIl.coin/tickets.htinl 



1233 17TH ST. • SF • 415-626-4455 



BOTTOM aw THE HILL 



A+C ON THE CHEAP 



Listings are compiled by Guardian staff. Submit 
items forthe listingsatlistings@sfbg.com. For 
further information on how to submit items forthe 
listings, see Selector. 

WEDNESDAY15 

"Lyrics and Dirges: A Monthly Reading Series" 

Pegasus Books Downtown, 2349 Shattuck, Berk; 
www.pegasusbookstore.com. 7:30pm, free. With 
authors Brian Ang, Carmella Fleming, Judy Juanita, 
Hugh Behm Steinberg, and Harold Terezon. 
Peace Corps recruiting event San Francisco Public 
Library, Mary Louise Strong Conference Room, 100 
Larkin, SF; www.peacecorps.gov. 6-7:30pm, free. 
Learn about opportunities from returned Peace 
Corps volunteer Jazmian Allen. 



THURSDAY 16 



Sam Wasson Booksmith, 1644 Haight, SF; www. 
booksmith.com. 7:30pm, free. Theauthordiscuss- 
es Fosse, his biography of the legendary and influen- 
tial choreographer. 



FRIDAY 17 



"Literary Foolery Finale Show" Booksmith, 
1644 Haight, SF; www.booksmith.com. 8pm, 
$10. Literary Clown Foolery closes out its series at 
Booksmith with a performance and interview with 
the store's owner, Christin Evans. 
"Sea Lion 24th Anniversary: Opening Day" Pier 
39, SF; www.pier39.com. Toursat noon, 1, 2, 3, and 
4pm, free. Through Mon/20. Gather atthe Sea Lion 
Statue for a free, 20-minute stroll with Aquarium 
of the Bay naturalists around sea lion central to 
celebrate the blubbery beasts' spontaneous arrival 
at Pier 39. The tour includes a stop at the aquarium's 
brand-new, educational Sea Lion Center. 



SATURDAY 18 



"BAASICS.4: Watershed" ODC Theater, 3153 
17th St, SF; baasics.com/baasics-4-watershed/. 
9pm, free/slidingscale (seating is limited, so 
reserve tickets in advance). A diverse group of artists 
and scientists— including Megan Prelinger, Derek 
Hitchcock, and Jay Lund — gathertodiscuss the 
Bay Area watershed. 

"Good Food Awards Marketplace" Ferry 
Building, 1 Sausalito, SF; www.goodfoodawards. 
org. 9am-2pm, $5. This year's Good Food Award 
winners — in categories that include charcuterie, 
cheese, and chocolate — showcase blue-ribbon fare 
atthisspecial marketplace, with tasty treats avail- 
able forsamplingand purchasing. 



SUNDAY 19 



"Pedestrian Press: A.D. Winans and John 
Domini" Emerald Tablet, 80 Fresno, SF; www. 
emtab.org. 7pm, $5. The Pedestrian Press authors 
read fromtheirworks. 

"Zeitgeist Press Release Party for Joie Cook 
Collections" Readers Cafe and Bookstore, BIdg 
C, Rm 165, Fort Mason Center, Marina at Laguna, 
SF; friendssfpl.org/?Readers_FM. 2-4pm, free. 
The late poet is celebrated with two new collections, 
read by local literary luminaries including Jack 
Hirschman, Julia Vinograd, Q.R. Hand, Kathleen 
Wood, and others. 



MONDAY 20 



Free square dance lessons St. Paul'sChurch 
Hall, 1399 43rd Ave, SF; www.sfsquaredancing. 
com. 7-9:30pm, free. Also Jan 27. CaperCutters, 
theoldestsquaredancingclub in SF, hosts two free 
introductory classes for aspiring do-si-do-ers. Wear 
soft-soled shoes. 

"Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration" Piedmont 
Community Center, 711 Highland, Piedmont; pied- 
montdiversity.wordpress.com/about/. l-4pm, free. 
The Piedmont Appreciating Diversity Committee 
hoststhe city's annual MLK Day celebration, with 
speakers and performances from Piedmont Choirs' 
Ensemble Choir, Oakland School forthe Art's One 
Voice Choir, and others. 

"MLK Day with Uhuru Furniture" World Ground 
Cafe, 3726 Macarthur, OakI; uhurufurniture. 
blogspot.com. 10am-3pm, free. Uhuru Furniture 
and the African People's Education and Defense 
Fund present a one-hour program of historical clips 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. and the civil rights move- 
ment. Volunteers (email apedf.volunteer@yahoo. 
com) are needed fora community outreach service 
project that follows, sfbg 
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WORTH BRAVING THE POLAR VORTEX: MUAZZEZ 

PHOTO BY ILAN BACHRACH 



BY ROBERT AVILA 

j.com 



THEATER New York early last week 
was as cold as Muazzez. True, IVe 
never been to Muazzez, but a repu- 
table source called that asteroid "so 
cold it is a frozen bull roar/' which 
sounds about right. 

"They lied to me about the 
reality of things here on Muazzez/' 
began said source, a nondescript 
speaker seated at a bare wood desk. 
"About the foundations of these, 
their basis, their fundament, the 
profound bottom of things." 

There's a glass of water on the 
desk, some loose paper. 

"I am an Abandoned Cigar 
Factory (or ACF)," he goes on to 
explain, "groaning in the dunes 
near the settlement of Culpepper." 

The unexpected narrator at the 
bare wood desk sat in a bare white 
room, with the incongruous name 
of the Chocolate Factory (in fact, a 
terrific theater in Long Island City). 
The play, called Muazzez, originated 
as a collection of short stories (all 
set on asteroids) by Mac Wellman, a 
writer better known as a playwright 
and a leading light of the American 
experimental scene (and a prolific 
one too, despite receiving few pro- 
ductions in the Bay Area). 

Performed with a forthright, 
faintly odd, wholly captivating 
precision by longtime collaborator 
Steve Mellor, Muazzez (directed by 
Wellman) is an intoxicating and 
deceptively subdued flight of lan- 
guage and weirdness whose cumu- 
lative power, over the course of its 
brisk 40 minutes, is hard to describe 
and harder to shake off. Its surface 
meanings can seem strange, obscure, 
dryly amusing, even piffling — still, 
there are things shifting down below 
in some grim molten core. It was a 
feeling similar to that produced by 
one of James Tate's poems. 

Muazzez set the tone well. 
Expecting the unexpected became 
second nature over the course of 
last week's sampling of shows from 
PS 122's COIL (which presented 
Muazzez), as well as from the Public 
Theater's Under the Radar, and Ben 
Pryor's American Realness — all 
together just three (!) of the lively 
and significant New York festi- 
vals that now swirl each January 
around the annual meeting of the 
Association of Performing Arts 
Presenters (or "A-PAP," as it's usually 
pronounced). 

Bees are in short supply these 
days, so better to say the presenting 
industry's international confab is a 
kind of honey pot attracting bears 
in the performing arts 
world, by which 



Art-ic 
blast 

Dispatches from 
live performance 
in frigid New York 



we mean the artists wrapped in faux 
fur coats and puffy jackets against 
the bracing, angry wind and plum- 
meting temperatures of last week's 
"arctic blast" (itself just another 
signal from the larger natural order 
of things that humanity is wildly off 
course — or right on target, I guess, 
depending on your end goal.) 

This context heightened the 
urgency folded into Muazzez's 
extraterrestrial transmission. And 
there were other, comparable trans- 
missions, including one from the 
future, articulated in the person 
and voice of TV's Captain Kirk. 
Co-presented by COIL and the 
New Ohio Theatre, An Evening with 
William Shatner Asterisk takes place 
on a stage inhabited by a central flat 
screen TV on wheels and two larger 
screens on either side. Onto the cen- 
ter screen comes the iconic image 
of TV's starship commander and 
over-actor par excellence. 

Suddenly he speaks — in a 
funny but vaguely disconcerting 
stagger of assembled speech bites, 
culled from the character's entire 
lexicon, the actor's "body" of work. 
The captain has been comman- 
deered. Someone or something else 
from beyond (beyond this time and 
beyond language) is speaking to 
us through him. The transmission, 
spelled out on the far screens, comes 
in segments or "chapters," and has 
a philosophical cast: a discussion 
of the differences between art and 
science. Its purpose, we 
are told, is to convey 
a message to us from 
the future, which 
alone knows where 
we are headed. The 
message itself 
(the beau- 
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tifully written text is by Joe Diebes; 
the excellent audio -visual scheme 
by Rob Ramirez) is prefaced and 
forestalled, in a half-teasing fashion, 
by a discussion of some basic terms. 

The performance's sole human 
figure, meanwhile — other than 
two-dimensional James T. — is an 
expressionless Japanese woman (an 
imposingly restrained Mari Akita) 
who moves the wheeled screen 
slowly about the stage, illustrates 
a point or two with a few simple 
movements, and, in one deceptively 
incongruous moment, picks up a 
microphone to deliver (in subtitled 
Japanese) a monologue about com- 
ing to the United States and falling 
obsessively into the world of drag 
queens and female impersonation. 

Hilarious yet eerie, playful yet 
purposeful, oblique yet precise, con- 
ceiver-director Phil Soltanoff's An 
Evening with William Shatner Asterisk 
proved a dialectical delight; and in 
its teasing manner and final indirect 
plea for some small but profound 
transcendence, it was, pardon the 
expression, fascinating. 

In another wonderfully estrang- 
ing but altogether earthbound offer- 
ing, COIL teamed up with American 
Realness and New York City Players 
(the latter seen at Yerba Buena Center 
for the Arts last February with its 
CO -production of Early Plays by Eugene 
O'Neill) to CO -present writer-director 
Tina Satter's offbeat, sharp-footed 
House of Dance (in association with 
Satter's own company, Half Straddle, 
and the Abrons Art Center). 

Set in a small New England tap 
studio among four fractious, serious, 
and seriously oddball tap dance 
competitors (played with a combi- 
nation of understated delivery and 
irresistible flair by Jess Barbagallo, 
Elizabeth DeMent, Jim Fletcher, and 
Paul Pontrelli), the 60 -minute House 
of Dance trumps the hackneyed 
pomp of reality television with the 
heightened banality of its obscure, 
ego-invested lives — who do in fact 
dance the hell out of their tap shoes. 

These startling moments evoked 
a real joy too, a flight from obscuri- 
ty into a greatness no championship 
trophy could hope to convey — at 
once so light, so personal, yet com- 
munal, it made one realize this piece 
could only make sense as a live 
performance. And feel sorry 
for those people who did 
not venture out this 
night, but stayed 
indoors against 
the howling 

cold. SFBG 
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TWED 1/15 

SPECIAL BLEND 

A WEEKLY WHERE HIP HOP MEETS REGGAE 
THU1/16 

DANCE KARAOKE 

WITH DJ PURPLE ^ 
FR1 1/17 ■ 

DARLING NIKKI ^ 

A QUEER DANCE PARTY BENEFITING 
THE HOMELESS YOUTH ALLIANCE 
SAT 1/18 

SMITHS NIGHT SF 

(80'S DANCE PARTY) ^ 
TUB 1/21 ^ 

TACO TUESDAYS 



^ HAPPY HOURS\ 

. TUE - SAT 



SLATE-SF.COM 

RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM - 415-558-8521 
2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 
- One block from Bart - 



www.siimspresents.com 

333 11th St. btwn. Folsom & Harrison San Francisco 415/522-0333 



THURS. JAN. 16 • DOORS 7:30 / SHOW 8 • $16 ADV. / $16 DOOR 

CODY CANADA & THE DEPARTED 
AMERICAN AQUARIUM 



FRI. JAN. 17 • DOORS 7:30 / SHOW 8 • $13 ADV. / $13 DOOR 
BOURGEOIS PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS 

VELA EYES 
THE SURGEON GENERALS 

GHOST PARADE . lemme adams 



SAT. JAN. 18 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $16 ADV. / $16 DOOR 

RANDY ROGERS BAND 



,V/£l.l=l:^.lVr?71 



SUN. JAN. 19 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $21 ADV. / $24 DOOR 

HOPSIN'S KNOCK MADNESS TOUR 

DIZZY WRIGHT 

DJ HOPPA & SPECIAL GUESTS FROM FUNK VOLUME 



WED. JAN. 22 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $16 ADV. / $16 DOOR 

GIANT PANDA GUERILLA DUB SQUAD 

SIMPKIN PROJECT 'THE EXPANDERS 



THURS. JAN. 23 • DOORS 7 / S HOW 8 « $23 ADV. / $25 DOOR 

STICK MEN M'il'fttJiitaiflAtM 



TONY LEVIN, PAT MASTELOTTO AND MARKUS REUTER 
GREX 



FRI. JAN. 24 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $12 ADV. / $12 DOOR 
(((polkYEAH!))) presents 



W MOVED FROM THE CHAPEL. I 
ALL TICKETS HONORED. 



CHRIS COHEN. JACK name 




SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 





WEDNESDAY 1/15 ■ SATURDAY 1/18 
EMMY AWARD WINNING WRITER FOR THE DAILY SHOW! 

PAUL MECURIO 

LYNN RUTH MILLER, CORY LOYKASEK 


TUESDAY 1/21 ■ THURSDAY 1/23 

LIVE CD RECORDING! 

KRIS TINKLE 

CAITUN GILL, JULIAN VANCE 






iuimr23-fmmr9 
13TH ANNUAL 
SF SKETCHFEST! 

THESANFRANaSCO 
COMEDY FESTIVAL 

GO TO nilKHUNE(OMEDYaUB.COffl FOK MOKE INFO! 



FRIDAY 1/17 - SUNDAY 1/19 
SEAN PATTON & 
CHRIS PORTER ^ 



JANUARY 23 - FEBRUARY 9 

13TH ANNUAL Whi 

SF SKETCHFEST! IT 

Go to cobbscoinecly.coin for more info! BlJ 



FRIDAY2/14- SUNDAY 2/16 

TOM PAPA 

From Tlie Come to Papa Podcast! I ^ 



FRIDAY 2/21 - SUNDAY 2/23 I 




DEON COLE 

From Conan & Peon Cole's Black Box! 

ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum 
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO • SHI 



ticketmaster.com 

Limit 8 ticl<ets per person. All dates, < 
to change without notice. /! 
applicable service charges. Avoid 
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www.slimspresents.com 

859 O'Farrell St. btwn. Polk & Larkin San Francisco 415/885-0750 



THURS. JAN. 16 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $16 ADV. / $16 DOOR 

WHITE PENCE 
PARQUET COURTS 

CCR HEADCLEANER 



FRI. JAN. 17 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $15 ADV. / $15 DOOR 

GABRIELLE WALTER-CLAY 

THE SESHEN 



SAT. JAN. 18 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $13 ADV. / $13 DOOR 

12th annual sleepless NIGHTS: 
A TRIBUTE TO GRAM PARSONS 
& COSMIC AMERICAN MUSIC 

MIDNIGHT NORTh'IwiThVraHAME LESH), RED MEAT, 
SONNY & THE F*CKAROOS (FEATURING SONNY SMITH), 
SWEET CHARIOT, KELLY MCFARLING, SWEET FELONY, 
SOUR FLOWER, AND PAULA FRAZER & FRIENDS 



FRI. JAN. 24 • DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 • $25 ADV. / $25 DOOR 

DAVE ALVIN « 

A SPECIAL ACOUSTIC SHOW WITH 

NINA CERBER AND CHRISTY MCWILSON 



SAT. JAN. 25 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $10 ADV. / $10 DOOR 

KIWI TIME 

SENTINEL* SUNRUNNERS 



FRI. JAN. 31 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $21 ADV. / $21 DOOR 

ROYAL SOUTHERN BROTHERHOOD 

FEATURING CYRIL NEVILLE, 
DEVON ALLMAN, MIKE ZITO, 
CHARLIE WOOTON & YONRICO SCOTT 
JIMMY LESLIE & THE FLOW 



All ages always! Great food! Great music! Paid Parking: For Slim's at Costco / For GAMH at AMC1000 Theater Garage. 
Dinner tickets witli reserved seating available at all shows. Limited Seating. Box offices open 10:30am - 6pm Mon. 
Fri. & show nights. ($1 service charge) Tickets on-line www.slimspresents.com. 
Fortickets by fax info, call 415/255-0333 (Slim's)/ 41 5/885-0750 (GAMH) • Phone orders at 1-888-233-0449. BaiklwifT 
Tickets for both clubs available at both box offices. All ticket sales are final-no exchanges/refunds. Limited access/seating for disahled ^ 
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JANUARY 15 - 21, 2014 / SFBG.COM 25 



ARTS + CULTURE DANCE 



WOOLF PACK: MEGAN KURASHIGE IN AFTER THE LIGHT 



PHOTO BY RJ MUNA 




ARTS + CULTURE STAGE LISTINGS 



The good foot 



The FRESH Festival and 
Liss Fain Dance welcome 
2014 with exciting new works 



BY RITA FELCIANO 

arts@sfbg.com 

DANCE The fourth FRESH Festival 
sounds Hke something that might 
attract foodies. In fact you do need an 
appetite — for thinking way outside 
of the box. The participating dancers, 
musicians, designers, and writers feed 
on each other's disciplines to stretch 
their own thinking about who they 
are and what they want to do. If some- 
times the "how" intrigues more than 
the "what," so be it. Watching new 
modes emerging can be such an upper. 

The opening weekend (Jan. 3-4 
at Kunst-Stoff Arts) presented three 
dancer- choreographers who took the 
audience into what was, for me, terra 
incognita. The trip was more than 
worth it. What impressed in Christine 
Bonansea's Floaters #1, Sara Shelton 
Mann's Hybrid 3, and ALTERNATIVA's 
apparition was the clarity of purpose, 
and how — though by no means 
"choreographed" — these experi- 
ments were steeped in a dancer's 
awareness of the body. 

Bonansea structured her site-spe- 
cific film noir Floaters #1 into four 
loosely connected sections that 
opened with a murky image of herself 
that fused with the dancer slithering 
down a fire escape. Thrown into pitch- 
black darkness, she trotted around 
the audience seated center stage. The 
dancer could have been a speed skater 
except that her feet hammered out 
percussive patterns (perhaps done in 
point shoes). Here Bonansea was pres- 
ent as sound — just like those omi- 
nous steps in the night we know from 
crime flicks. In the most dancerly part 
of the piece, she put her exception- 
ally lithe and pliable body into black 
tights, aviator glasses, and a sequined 
helmet to metamorphosize into scin- 
tillating, indefinable creatures — ani- 
mals, plants, humans, and robots. And 
then she simply slipped away. 

Mann, with her calm demeanor 
and smoky voice, sat herself center 



stage and read a manuscript — a 
script for a show she is planning — 
that roamed around a universe of 
autobiography, natural history, and 
feelings personal and social. All you 
could do was follow her along on 
the ride. And what a pleasure it was, 
to enter a mind like hers. 

For apparition, ALTERNATIVA 
— Kathleen Hermesdorf, a brilliant 
performer, and longtime collaborator 
Albert Mathias — used video tech- 
nology to play with concepts of reali- 
ty. Almost like a shaman, Hermesdorf 
both fought and collaborated with 
those fragile images. Effects "sliced" 
her torso into layers, so that her 
shadow looked more reflective of 
her humanity than her bodily pres- 
ence. With a flick of her wrist, she 
also turned a sewing machine, that 
ultimate tool of domestication, into a 
sputtering machine gun. If that was 
not turning reality inside out, and 
upside down, I don't know what is. 

LIGHTS UP 

Across the city at Z Space, scenic and 
lighting designer Matthew Antaky 
once more worked his magic with Liss 
Fain Dance for Fain's new, intensely 
private After the Light, inspired by 
fragments of Virginia Woolf 's writing. 
Antaky surrounded a square stage 
space with a series of arbors through 
which the audience watched the 
dancers — who, in contrast to the 
elegant set, wore undershirts, pants, 
and suspenders (by Mary Domenico). 
Again we were invited to walk around 
with the promise of multiple perspec- 
tives. Most of us stayed stationary 
and become visual elements within 
the set's graceful arches. The coex- 
istence of an easy formality with 
casualness, however, set a welcoming 
tone for another of Fain's intelligent 
rethinkings of literary sources. 

Excerpts from The Waves (read 
by Marty Pistone and Val Sinckler) 
interwove with Dan Wool's original 
score; together they generated and 



commented on the choreography. 
A few tiny narratives emerged. The 
heat rose momentarily to party level 
to the strains of Mendelssohn as 
the dancers (in their suspenders) 
remembered ballet phrases. It was a 
charmingly telling moment, because 
in the back of Fain's mind ballet is 
ever present, though she rarely uses 
its vocabulary. Hers is a deep but not 
literal kinship to the tradition. 

Once, all six dancers broke into 
a series of side hops as if engaged in 
a game. At another spot two people 
"died" and were mourned with an 
encircling dance by sister team Shannon 
Kurashige and Megan Kurashige. But 
these moments evaporated, leaving no 
traces — perhaps like memories, perhaps 
like passing thoughts. My sense, howev- 
er, is that better familiarity on my part 
with the text might have yielded more 
insights on just how Fain used her liter- 
ary sources. 

Her dancers are individualists 
— wonderful to watch in unisons 
when circling the stage or hang- 
ing on to each other in a chain 
or a follow-the-leader section. In 
repeated duets the lanky Jeremiah 
Crank partnered a short and fierce 
Carson Stein, while tall Katharine 
Hawthorne paired with compact Alec 
Lytton (who promptly flipped her). 
One of After's particularly intriguing 
traits was a plethora of unexpected 
stops and broken connections, with 
dancers waiting and watching from 
the sidelines much like we did. At 
times you felt that these people knew 
each other, but their encounters also 
seemed controlled by serendipity, as 
if they just happened to bump into 
each other, sfbg 

FRESH FESTIVAL 2014 

Through Sun/19 
CounterPULSE UnderGround 
80 Turk, SF 
Kunst-Stoff Arts 
1 Grove, SF 

www.artsbuildingconsortium.org 



Stage listings are compiled by Guardian staff. 
Performance times may change; call venues 
to confirm. Reviewers are Robert Avila, Rita 
Felciano, and Nicole Gluckstern. Submit items 
forthe listings at listings@sfbg.com. For com- 
plete stage listings, see www.sfbg.com. 
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OPENING 

Jerusalem San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, 
SF; www.sfplayhouse.org. $20-100. Previews 
Jan 21-23, 7pm; Jan 24, 8pm. Opens Jan 25, 
8pm. RunsTue-Thu, 7pm; Fri-Sat, 8pm (also 
Sat, 3pm); Feb 2, 9, 16, 2pm. Through March 8. 
SF Playhouse performs the West Coast premiere 
of Jez Butterworth's Tony- and Olivier-wining 
epic. 

The Paris Letter New Conservatory Theater 
Center, 25 Van Ness, SF; www.nctcsf.org. $25- 
45. Opens Fri/17, 8pm. Runs Wed-Sat, 8pm; 
Sun, 2pm. Through Feb 23. New Conservatory 
Theatre Center performs Jon Robin Baitz'stale 
of a Wall Street powerhouse desperately trying to 
keep his sexual identity a secret. 
The Pornographer's Daughter Z Below, 470 
Florida, SF; www.zspace.org. $32. Previews 
Fri/17-Sat/18, 8pm (alsoSat/18, 10:30pm); 
Sun/19, 5pm. Opens Jan 22, 8pm. RunsThu- 
Sat, 8pm (also Sat, 10:30pm); Sun, 5pm. 
Through Feb 16. Liberty Bradford Mitchell, 
daughter of Artie Mitchell (half of porn's infa- 
mous Mitchell Brothers, he was shot and killed 
by brother Jim in 1991), performs hersolo show 
about "growing up on the fringes of an X-rated 
world." 

Shit & Champagne Rebel, 1772 Market, SF; 
shitandchampagne.eventbrite.com. $25. Opens 
Fri/17, 8pm. Runs Fri-Sat, 8pm. Through Feb 8. 
D'Arcy Drollinger (Sex and the City Live) per- 
forms "a whitesploitation comedy with dance." 
The World's Funniest Bubble Show Marsh 
San Francisco, 1062 Valencia, SF; www.the- 
marsh.org. $8-11. OpensSun/19, 11am. Runs 
Sun, 11am. Through March 9. The popular, 
kid-friendly show by Louis Pearl (aka "The 
Amazing Bubble Man") returns to the Marsh. 

BAY AREA 

Silent Sky TheatreWorks, Mountain View 
Centerforthe Performing Arts, 500 Castro, 
Mtn View; www.theatreworks.org. $19-73. 
Previews Wed/15-Fri/17, 8pm. Opens Sat/18, 
8pm. RunsTue-Wed, 7:30pm; Thu-Sat, 8pm 
(also Sat, 2pm); Sun 2 and 7pm. Through Feb 9. 
Lauren Gunderson'sdrama explores the life of 
groundbreaking early 20th century astronomer 
Henrietta Leavitt. 



ONGOING 



The Book of Mormon Orpheum Theatre, 1192 
Market, SF; www.shnsf.com. $60-120. Wed/15- 
Sat/18, 8pm (also Sat/18, 2pm); Sun/19, 1 and 
6:30pm. When approachingthe oeuvre of South 
Park creators Matt Stone and Trey Parker, it's 
besttocheckyour political correctness at the 
door. That's certainly no less true of their 2011 
Broadway musical The Book of Mormon, 
co-penned with Robert Lopez [oi Avenue Q 
fame), despite the clean-scrubbed appearance 
of their fumbling albeit well-intentioned mission- 
ary protagonists. Sentto Uganda fortwo years, 
top mission pupil Elder Price (Nic Rouleau) and 
hisclumsy but affable partner Elder Cunningham 
(A.J. Holmes) are faced with a village oppressed 
by a scenery-chewing warlord, a demoralized 
coterie of fellow missionaries who have yet to 
have a successful conversion, and their own 
fraught, odd-couple dynamic. Though it's (very) 
unlikely toconvertyou to the Church of Latter- 
Day Saints, there's a good chance you'll want to 
converttothe church of Parkerand Stone, if you 
haven't already. (Gluckstern) 
Major Barbara ACT's Geary Theater, 415 Geary, 
SF; www.act-sf.org. $20-140. Opens Wed/15, 
8pm. RunsTue-Sat, 8pm (Tue/21, show at 7pm; 
additional shows Jan 22 and 29, 2pm); Sun, 
2pm. Through Feb 2. American Conservatory 
Theater performs a new production of George 
Bernard Shaw's political comedy. 
The Oy of Sex Marsh San Francisco, 1062 
Valencia, SF; www.themarsh.org. $20-100. 
Thu/16-Fri/17, 8pm; Sat/18, 8:30pm. 
Comedian Alicia Dattner performs her solo show, 
based on her stories from her own life and love 
addiction. 

Pardon My Invasion PhoenixTheatre, 414 
Mason, SF; pardonmyinvasion.brownpapertick- 
ets.com. $15-30. Thu-sat, 8pm; Jan 26, Feb 



2, 2pm. Through Feb 8. A pulp fiction writer's 
characters come to life in this dark comedy by 
Joy Cu Iter. 

Road Show Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, SF; 
www.therhino.org. $15-30. Wed/15-Sat/18, 
8pm; Sun/19, 3pm. ThisStephen Sondheim 
musical has suspiciously gone by several pre- 
vious names, like someone on the lam: Goldl 
(in one incarnation), IV/seg'tyys (in a workshop 
form), Bounceiln still another production), and 
then Road Show {In the revised form that was 
finally presented at New York's Public Theater 
in 2008). It gets its first Bay Area airing in this 
unevenly cast but not uninteresting staging by 
Theatre Rhinoceros and artistic director John 
Fisher. Nofan of thegreat Sondheim will want 
to missthis, no matterwhat problems it may 
have structurally (and it has problems structur- 
ally) or in performance (it has those too). Given 
the context of Sondheim's brilliant career and 
unmistakable genius. Road S/70H/ proves an 
intriguing evening even where it disappoints. 
Set in the opening decades of the 20th century, 
it'sthe story of Addison Mizner (a boyishly gruff 
and musically solid Bill Fahrner, well known vet- 
eran of 42nd Street Moon productions) and his 
somewhat rascally brother Wilson (a sure Rudy 
Guerrero), charged by their late father (a nicely 
animated Kim Larsen) with making something of 
themselves. This instigates theirtempestuous 
entrepreneurial journey from the Alaskan Gold 
Rush to the Florida Real Estate boom of the 
1920s, with trips hometotheirdevoted, doting 
mother (Kathryn Wood) wheneverthey fail orfall 
out with one another. Musical director and piano 
accompanist Dave Dobrusky (also of musical 
mavens 42nd Street Moon) gets hardworking 
performances from the cast (some of whom can 
nevertheless stray attimes much furtherthan 
the rambling brothers at the center of the story). 
But the love-hate relationship between the 
brothers, orthe doomed big romance between 
Addison and a handsomescion of an industrial 
magnate (an inconsistent but charming Michael 
Doppe), never makes much dramatic sense. 
Everyone seems too disagreeable to be consid- 
ered somehow irresistible. However, some shaky 
singing aside, there is much to admire in the 
musical — it's a Sondheim after all, witty and 
often beguilingtothe earand imagination. But if 
Sondheim's musicand lyricsarethe road, John 
Weid man's book is all over the place. By the end 
it seems as if a four-hour saga had been folded 
up like a roadmap alongall the wrong creases, a 
doubtful package best tucked once again into an 
out-of-the-way drawer. (Avila) 
The Speakeasy Undisclosed location (ticket 
buyers receive a text with directions), SF; www. 
thespeakeasysf.com. $60-90 (add-ons: casino 
chips, $5; dance lessons, $10). Thu-Sat, 7:40, 
7:50, and 8pm admittance times. Through 
March 15. BoxcarTheatre presents Nick A. 
Olivero's re-creation of a Prohibition-era saloon, 
resulting in an "immersive theatrical experience 
involving more than 35 actors, singers, and 
musicians." 

The Tempest Thick House, 1695 18th St, SF; 
www.doitliveproductions.com. $15. Thu/16 
and Sun/19, 7pm; Fri/17-Sat/18, 8pm. Atthe 
outset of Do It Live! Productions' staging of 
Shakespeare's late play, scenic designer Yusuke 
Soi sums up a serene faraway landscape in an 
exquisite single stroke — a sloping, flat-topped 
dodecagon of buffed wood occupyingthe 
vast center of the small stage. Wooden hinges 
provide several footholdsforclimbing, and a 
thick rope dropping from the flies allows rapid 
motion across the surface, down which actors 
can also slide from peakto floor with practically 
the velocity of a fall. That impressive structure 
is unfortunately the smoothest aspect of the 
production, however, since the unfurling of the 
story and speech is by contrast too unsettled in 
co-directorsWill Hand and Kenny Toll's compact 
staging. They find opportunities here and there 
forthe actors to take flight in dynamic relation to 
the set, but not as many as you might imagine, 
and the cast— led by a capable but somewhat 
colorless Bill Peters as Prospero — is not equally 
up to the dramatic flights either. Themes of 
revenge, subjugation, love, and service mingle 
fitfully here, withoutany cleardistillation of the 
many-hued drama. The high comical scenewith 
Stephano (Nick Medina), Trinculo (Anthony 
Agresti), and a terrified, then soused Caliban (a 
sinewy, tattooed Caleb Cabrera) comes off as 
one of the more effective scenes (thanks espe- 
cially to Medina's robust performance), but it 
stands out more by contrast than anything else. 
(Avila) SFBG 
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FASTEN YOUR 
SEATBELT: WWMS/r 
a (2011) CAPTURES THE ~ 
■ CHECK-IN LOBBY AT 

FRANKFURT AIRPORT. ^ 



PHOTO COURTESY OF CHIP 
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Soft eyes 



Chip Lord unearths 
unexpected details 
in urban landscapes 



FILM(% 

BY NICOLE GLUCKSTERN 

arts@sfbg.com 

FILM It's January, and our premiere 
German language film festival, Berlin 
and Beyond, is back to its rightful 
place on the cinematic calendar after 
a year off for regrouping, kicking 
off the neues Jahr with films from 
Germany, Austria, and Switzerland — 
as well as Turkey and France. 

It's not a bad way to begin 
2014, unless your resolutions hap- 
pen to be cutting back on bier and 
weltschmertz. Even though the B&B 
selections feel a bit dated — thanks, 
perhaps, to that one-year hiatus 
— there are still a few solid picks, 
including the Oscar-shortlisted 
Two Lives (2012). The documentary 
slate also holds plenty of appeal, 
with films that explore the globally 
human instincts to interfere, to 
intervene, and to seek atonement. 

Swiss-German-Austrian docu- 
mentary More Than Honey (2012) 
offers an alarmingly frank expose of 
the ongoing demise of the domes- 
ticated honeybee from California 
to China, and the implications that 
this population implosion holds 
for the future of food production. 
Honey bumbles onscreen like a bee 
in flight, seemingly directionless 
yet always with purpose. Director 
Markus Imhoof weaves his family's 
own history of beekeeping with 
that of modern-day bee husbandry, 
comparing the techniques of his 
ancestors with the equally old-school 
methods employed by elderly Swiss 
beekeep Fred Jaggi; the industri- 
al-scale beekeeping of ''nomadic" 
John Miller, who transports his bees 
cross-country each year to pollinate 
crops from Northern California to 
North Dakota; and the renegade 
experimentation with fearsome ''kill- 
er bees" employed by Arizona-based 
Fred Terry, who equates Americans' 
fear of Africanized bees to our more 
generalized fear of invasion. 

Squeamish masses beware, you 
will be subjected to extreme close- 
ups of larval chambers, mid-air bee 
sex, and ruthless varroa mite infes- 
tations, while getting more infor- 
mation about queening, foulbrood, 
hand pollination, and bee-whis- 
pering than you probably realized 
existed. Like raw honey, the film is 
both sweet and murky, and the pros- 
pects for peaceful cohabitation with 
a creature driven to possible extinc- 
tion thanks to our careless treatment 
of its preferred habitats, which also 
happen to be where all of our food 
is grown, don't appear to be weight- 
ed on the side of good news. 

One documentary with no less 
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a fascinating premise, albeit a less 
polished presentation, is Miles and 
War (2013), which highlights the 
working life of professional conflict 
mediators. A side project filmed and 
directed by Anna Thoma — who 
has worked as a videographer for the 
Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue, 
and therefore had privileged access 
to three of the Centre's top medi- 
ators — Miles dives into conflict 
regions, where mediators arrange 
meetings between warlords or rebel 
factions and hammer out agree- 
ments between them in painstak- 
ingly slow increments. Or, as Centre 
co-founder and former Executive 
Director Martin Griffiths observes 
halfway through a negotiation so 
secret even Anna is not allowed to 
be in the room, "You need to be a lot 
more patient than you want to be, 
because everything is going to take 
so much longer than it needs to." 

In truth, because mediation is a 
confidential process, Thoma's film 
winds up on the sidelines more 
often than not, a so-close-yet-so-far 
teaser of the tense, often solitary 
downtime between mediations, 
seemingly composed of endless 
one-sided phone calls, plane flights, 
and scheduling blips. 

"It's a life controlled by others," 
Griffiths tells Thoma almost rueful- 
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ly, before slipping away to his secret 
meeting. " [Waiting] for someone to 
say yes." 

Another love letter to an insti- 
tution is Redemption Impossible, aka 
Unter Menschen (2012), a layered 
portrait of a group of "retired" 
lab chimps at Gut Aiderbichl, an 
Austrian animal sanctuary. After 
being infected with HIV and hepa- 
titis, the chimps were isolated and 
experimented on by pharmaceutical 
company Immuno-AG, for several 
years, in a bid to discover an AIDS 
vaccine. When Immuno was taken 
over by Baxter in 2002, the vacci- 
nation trials ended, but the issue of 
where to send the infected, unso- 
cialized lab chimps became an open 
controversy. After the chimps were 
shuffled around in various states of 
limbo, championed by their self-ef- 
facing caretaker Renate Foidl and 
her small staff of bright- eyed, pony- 
tailed assistants, their care was taken 
on by GA in 2009, and their condi- 
tions increasingly improved upon. 

Though the first half-hour of the 
film is a bit slow going — with real- 
time footage of the laborious, day- 
to-day care of the chimps, some of 
whom still live in isolation, too trau- 
matized to be in the same room with 
their peers — the tale of the cloak- 
and-dagger intrigue surrounding 
their illegal importation into Europe 
adds a crime thriller dimension to 
the primates' unfortunate plight. 
Money and influence, of course, is 
the root of this evil, and the impli- 
cated players represent a broad spec- 
trum of political figures, big pharma, 
game poachers, and even wildlife 
conservation organizations. 

But ultimately it's the gradual 
rehabilitation of the chimps them- 
selves that provides the documenta- 
ry's real human interest, and watch- 
ing them step into the sunlight for 
the first time in 30 years is a trium- 
phal catharsis. 

"To me this does not really 'make 
up for things'," Foidl explains emo- 
tionally as she watches the outdoor 
play space being built after years in 
the planning stages. "It's awful what 
was done to them. It can't be undone 
... I don't think there can be any talk 
of 'redemption'." Perhaps not, but 
compassion, it would appear, can still 
command a central role, sfbg 
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FILM Chip Lord first came to public 
attention as a founding member of 
art collective Ant Farm (1968-78), 
which allowed him to explore his 
interest in alternative architecture 
via projects like the Cadillac Ranch 
installation in Amarillo, Texas. He 
later segued into teaching (at UC 
Santa Cruz) and video art, with 
works that include a long-running 
series examining city spaces. A San 
Francisco resident, he'll be at the 
Exploratorium this week screening a 
trio of urban-themed works. 

SF Bay Guardian Before we get into your 
Exploratorium screening, I wanted to 
ask about 2010's Abscam (Framed), 
a re-creation of the 1981 TBI surveil- 
lance operation that exposed a govern- 
ment bribery scandal. Have you seen 
American Hustle, which dramatizes 
the same events? 
Chip Lord I did! I enjoyed it. 
Obviously, it takes liberties with the 
truth of the Abscam events — but it 
was done in a very clever way. 

SFBG Do you think it got the hotel-room 
surveillance scene right? 
CL No, because when I did my re-en- 
actment I went to the actual room 
where one of the FBI operations 
took place, at the Travelodge at [New 
York's] Kennedy Airport. What was 
rather ironic was that the art on the 
wall was the US Capitol building — I 
think it had to have been added after 
the fact by an ironic hotel decorator. 

SFBG As a nod to the congressman who 
was busted there? 

CL Yeah. [Laughs.] But I will say, in 
terms of the way [American Hustle 
depicted] the appearance of the 
video surveillance — that scene was 
very accurate. 

SFBG You have three films screening 
at the Exploratorium, one of which, 
Venice Underwater, is making its local 
debut. You've been making city-centric 
films for over 20 years. What drew you 
to Venice, Italy, as your latest subject? 
CL I had a residency in Venice at the 
Emily Harvey Foundation in 2008. 

CLASSIFIEDS \ 



I'd never been there before, and I was 
attracted to it as a city where there 
are no cars — and, of course, know- 
ing that it's a prime tourist destina- 
tion. At the time, I didn't have a high 
definition camera. I shot a lot of 
footage in standard definition video, 
and then I realized that I had to go 
back and reshoot some of it in HD. 

It's largely an observed film. It 
has some voice-over, but it's very 
minimal. I wanted it to be in the 
style of Frederick Wiseman, which 
gives the viewer more responsibility 
in arriving at its meaning. Not being 
specifically guided as much. 

SFBG When the voice-over happens, it's 
like the viewer becomes a tourist for a 
few minutes. But most of the time, the 
viewer is observing the tourists. And 
there are so many of them! 
CL The title refers metaphorically to 
the flood of tourists, which has gone 
up every year over the past 10 or 15 
years. Meanwhile, the residential 
population is diminishing. Most of 
the people who work in the tourist 
industry don't live in the city; they're 
commuting in every day. And the 
city has been cooperative in allowing 
more and more buildings to be con- 
verted into hotels. It reaches a point 
at which you wonder: Is it becoming 
a Disneyland version of itself? 

SFBG Did the sheer number of tourists 
allow you to blend in and film discreetly? 
CL That was an advantage, especially 
on the Rialto Bridge, where everybody 
has a camera. You can be filming 
a subject, and they're not aware of 
it because it's just another camera. 
There's one sequence with a Japanese 
couple, and 1 was kind of stalking 
them for awhile — intentionally try- 
ing to construct a sequence where you 
would see them wandering and tak- 
ing pictures and interacting. 1 think 
that was a more substantive portrait 
of the tourist experience in a way. 

They did become aware, but they 
didn't say anything; a couple of shots, 
1 couldn't use because the young 
woman was looking at the camera 
and sort of giving me a dirty look. At 
that point, 1 stopped [filming them]. 

This type of shooting is a form 
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of people-watching. If you introduce 
a camera into that equation, it's very 
challenging. You want to get close to 
people, but without changing their 
normative behavior, and you don't 
want to be invading somebody's 
privacy. It's a kind of complicated 
ethical situation. 

SFBG Another film in the program is Une 
Ville de I'Avenir (2011), which uses 
clips from Jean-Luc Godard's Alphaville 
(1965). This recontextualizing technique 
is one you've used previously. What do 
you think it helps achieve? 
CL What's wonderful about Godard's 
film is that it's set in the future and 
has a very archetypical sci-fi plot, 
with a Big Brother character. But he 
shot it in present-day Paris, which 
was a brilliant idea. He found very 
good locations. 1 love that film, but 
1 thought, "Now we're in the future 
that was imagined in that film, in 
a way. It would be interesting to go 
back and re-imagine some of the 
locations." That's the basic idea. 1 also 
book ended it as an airplane movie. 
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So what you're seeing of Alphaville, 
you're seeing on an airplane. 

I'm more interested in defining 
these kinds of public spaces than 
sticking to the narrative plot of his 
original film, although I did use 
music from Alphaville as well — such 
an evocative score. 

SFBG Air travel is a recurring theme 
in your films, including the final 
Exploratorium film, In Transit (2011). 
Have you encountered any post-9/11 
artistic challenges? 
CL I've been told to stop filming 
many times. [Laughs.] I happened 
to make the unfortunate choice of 
spending some time at Kennedy 
Airport right after the ''shoe bomb- 
er" had been apprehended. At that 
point, anybody who took out a cam- 
era in an airport was kind of suspect. 

But from a larger perspective, air 
travel is an activity that has become 
so boring and routine — but it's still 
kind of miraculous. I always try to 
get a window seat, because it can be 
just amazing to look out the win- 
dow for an extended period of time. 
For In Transit, I wanted to capture 
both of those elements, sfbg 

"OFF THE SCREEN: CHIP LORD CITY FILMS" 

Thu/16, 7pm, free with museum 
admission ($19-$25) 
Exploratorium 
Pier 15, SF 

www.exploratorium.edu 



Film listings are edited by Cheryl Eddy. 
Reviewers are Kimberly Chun, Dennis Harvey, 
Lynn Rapoport, Sam Stander, and Sara Maria 
Vizcarrondo. For rep house showtimes, see Rep 
Clock. 

OPENING 

Devil's Due A newlywed couple find themselves 
dealing with a sudden, probably Satanic preg- 
nancy in this found-footage flick from horror 
filmmaking collective RadioSilence (whodirect- 
ed thefinal segment — the Halloween party gone 
demonically awry — in 2012's V/H/S). (1:29) 
The Girls in the Band JudyChaikin'supbeat 
documentary is in step with the recent, not-un- 
welcome trend of bringing overlooked musicians 
into the spotlight (think last year's Twenty Feet 
from Stardom and A Band Called Death). 
The Girls in the Banc/takes a chronological 
look at women in the big-band and jazz scenes, 
takingthe 1958's "A Great Day in Harlem" as a 
visual jumping-off point, sharingthestoriesof 
two (out of just three) women who posed amid 
that sea of male musicians. One is British pianist 
Marian McPartland, who's extensively featured 
in interviews shot before herdeath last year; the 
other is gifted composer and arranger Mary Lou 
Williams, who died in 1981 but left behind a rich 
legacy that still inspires. Others featured in this 
doc (which culminates in a re-creation of that 
famous Harlem photo shoot — with all-female 
subjects this time) include saxophone- and 
trumpet-playing members of the multi-racial, 
all-female International Sweethearts of Rhythm, 
which toured the segregated south at great peril 
during the 1930s and was a favorite among 
African American servicemen duringWorld 
War II. No matter her race, nearly every woman 
interviewed citesthe raging sexism inherent 
in the music biz — but the film's final third, 
which focuses on contemporary successes like 
Esperanza Spalding, suggests that stubborn 
roadblock isfinally being chipped away. (1:26) 
Opera Plaza, Smith Rafael. (Eddy) 
Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit Kenneth Branagh 
directs Chris "Captain Kirk" Pine in this latest 
film focused on Tom Clancy's iconic spy charac- 
ter. (1:45) Marina. 

The Nut Job Animated comedy about squirrels 
starringthe voices of Will Arnett, Liam Neeson, 
and Maya Rudolph. (1:26) 
Ride AlongTimStory(2012's Think Like a 
Man) directs Ice Cube and Kevin Hart in this 
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buddy comedy about a cop who's forced to team 
upwith his future brother-in-law. (1:40) 
The Square Like thesingle lit candleatthevery 
start of 7776 Square — a flicker of hope amid 
the darkness of Mubarak's 30-year dictatorship 
— the initial street scenes of the leader's Feb. 
11, 2011, announcement that he was stepping 
down launch Jehane Noujaim'sdocumentary on 
a euphoric note. It's a lotto take in: the evocative 
shots of TahrirSquare, thegraffiti onthestreets, 
the movement's troubadours, and the faces of 
the activists she follows — the youthful Ahmed 
Hassan, British-reared Kite Runner{2007) 
actor-turned-citizen journalist Khalid Abdalla, 
and Muslim Brotherhood acolyte Magdy Ashour, 
among them. Yetthatfirstglimmerof joy and 
unity amongthe diverse individuals whotop- 
pled a dictatorshipwasonlythevery beginning 
of a journey — which the Egyptian American 
Noujaim doesa remarkablejobdocumenting, 
in all its twists, turns, multiple protests, and 
voices. Unflinching albeit even-handed footage 
of theturnabouts, hypocrisies, and injustices 
committed bythe Brotherhood, powers-that-be, 
the army, and the police during the many actions 
occurring between 2011 and the 2013 removal 
of Mohammed Morsi will stay with you, including 
the sight of a tank plowing down protestors with 
murderousforce and soldiers firing live rounds 
at activists armed only with stones. "We found 
ourselves loving each other without realizing 
it," says Hassan of those heady first days, and 
Noujaim brings you rightthereand to their 
aftermath, beautifully capturing ordinary people 
comingtogether, eating, joking, arguing, feeling 
empowered and discouraged, forming unlikely 
friendships, setting up makeshift hospitals on 
the street, and risking everything, in this pow- 
erful document of an unfolding real-life epic. 
(1:44) Roxie. (Chun) 

ONGOING 

The Legend of Hercules What better reason to 
wield the blunt force of 3D than to highlight the 
muscle-bound glory of a legendary hero — and, 
of course, foreground his impressive six-pack 
absand impudently jutting nipples. Lead Kellan 
Lutz nails the eye candy aspect in this sword 'n' 
sandals effort by Renny Harlin (aka the man who 
capsized Geena Davis's career), though it's hard 
to take him seriously when he looks less like the 
hirsute, leonine hero depicted in ancient artwork 
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Friday January 17, 8pm (Doors open 7pm) 
Alfred Hitchcock directs this sophisticated thriller starring Gary Grant as 
a reformed jewel thief now suspected of returning to his old ways. Grant 
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a live Wurlitzer organ serenade! 
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than an archetypal, thick-necked, clean-shaven, 
ail-American handsome-jockstar (Lutz's resem- 
blance to Tom Brady is uncanny). Still, glistening 
beefcake is a fact of life attoga parties, and it's 
clearly a large part of the appeal in this corny 
popcorner about Greek mythology's proto-super- 
hero. 7776 Legend of Herculesls kitted out to 
conquerteen date nightsaround theworld, with 
a lot of bloodless PG-13 violence forthe boys and 
flower-petal-filled nuzzle-fests between Here 
and Hebe (Gaia Weiss) forthegirls, alongwith 
the added twist that Hercules's peace-loving 
mother Alcmene conceived him with Zeus — 
with Hera's permission — in orderto halt her 
power-mad brute of a spouse King Amphitryon 
(Scott Adkins). In any case Harlin and company 
can't leave well enough alone and piledrive each 
action scene with way too much super-slo-mo, as 
if mainlining the Matrix films in the editing booth 
to guarantee the attention of critical overseas 
markets and future installments. And the cheesy 
badness of certain scenes, like Hercules twirling 
the broken stone walls he destroys like a pair of 
giant fuzzy dice, can't bedenied. Weall know 
how rich and riveting Greek mythology is, and 
by Hera, if the original, complicated Heracles 
is evertruly encapsulated on film, I hope it's by 
Lars von Trier or another moviemaker capable of 
adequately harnessing a bisexual demi-god of 
enormous appetites and heroism. (1:38) 1000 
Van Ness, SF Center, Shattuck. (Chun) sfbg 
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Schedules are forWed/15-Tue/21 except where 
noted. Directorandyeararegiven when available. 
Double and triple features marked with a •. All times 
pm unless otherwise specified. 
BALBOA THEATRE 3630 Balboa, SF; cinemasf. 
com/balboa. $10. "Popcorn Palace:" The Princess 
Bride (Reiner, 1987), Sat, 10am. Matinee for kids. 
BERKELEY FELLOWSHIP OF UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALISTS 1924 Cedar, Berk; www.bfuu. 
org. $5-10. Memory of Forgotten War (Liemand 
Liem,2012),Thu,7. 

CASTRO 429 Castro, SF; (415) 621-6120, www. 
castrotheatre.com. $8.50-12. "Berlin and Beyond 
Film Festival," newcinemafrom Germany, Austria, 
and Switzerland, Wed-Sun. Complete schedule and 
ticketinfoatwww.berlinbeyond.com. ^Wattstax 
(Stuart, 1973), Mon, 7, and Richard Pryor Live on 
the Sunset Strip (Layton, 1982), Mon, 5:15, 8:55. 
•Captain Phillips (Greengrass, 2013), Tue, 2:30, 
7, and Dirty Wars (Rowley, 2013), Tue, 5:05, 9:30. 
CHRISTOPHER B. SMITH RAFAEL FILM CENTER 
1118 Fourth St, San Rafael; (415) 454-1222, www. 
cafilm.org. $6.50-$10.75. The Past (Farhadi, 
2013), call fordatesand times. A Touch of Sin 
(Jia, 2013), call fordatesand times. "For Your 
Consideration: ASelection of OscarSubmissions 
from Around the World," Wed-Thu.The Girls in the 
Band (Chaikin, 2011), Jan 17-23, call fortimes. 
CLAY 2261 Fillmore, SF; www.landmarktheatres. 
com. $10. "Midnight Movies:" Big Trouble in Little 
China (Carpenter, 1986), Fri-Sun, midnight. 
EXPLORATORIUM Pier 15, SF; www.exploratorium. 
edu. Free with museum admission ($19-25). "Off 
the Screen: Chip Lord City Films," Thu, 7. With Chip 
Lord in person. "Saturday Cinema: Space," short 
films, Sat, 1, 2, and 3pm. 
MECHANICS' INSTITUTE 57 Post, SF; milibrary. 
org/events. $10. "CinemaLit Film Series: Overthe 
Top: Precede Hollywood:" Female (Curtiz, 1933), 
Fri,6. 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 30 » 
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Begin the new year with the cinematic event of the season! 
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Lufthansa Opening Night: TWO LfveS 
Germany's official entry to the 201 4 Oscar 
for Best Foreign l_anguage Film (short- listed) 
JAK 15 at 7:00pm, Castro Theatre 




Centerpiece: Ludwig II 
Glorious retelling of the story of the legendary 
Bavarian king - his hopes, dreams and downfall. 
JAN 17 at 5:30pm. Oastro Theatre 





Measuring the World [in 3D| 

HistoricBl romp with 19th-century figures Carl 
Friednch Gauss and Alexander von Humboldt. 
JAN 10 at 9Mpm, Castro Theatre 



Castro Closing Nfght: Silent Summer 

Truths and surprises f til this retationship and 
family drama set in the south of France, 
JAN 19 at 8:00pm. Castro Theatre 




Breaking Horizons 

A young woman on the verge finds purpose in 
being a mother even if it's just pretense. 
JAN 19 at 4;30pm, Castro Theatre 





West 

A brave mother and son seeks refuge in West 
Berlin as their past determines their future. 
JAN 18 at 7:00pm. Castro Theatre 



in India 

The documentary about Fritz-Munich, the only 
German court painter of the Maharajas. 
JAN 19 at 11 :30am. Castro Theatre 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

DID YOU KNOW Newspaper-gen- 
erated content is so valuable 
it's taken and repeated, con- 
densed, broadcast, tweeted, 
discussed, posted, copied, 
edited, and emailed count- 
less times throughout the day 
by others? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a 
free brochure call 916-288- 
6011 or email cecelia@cnpa. 

com (Cal-SCAN) 

I told my friend that she drew 
her eyebrows on too high. 

She looked surprised. 

Ladies, if a man says he will 
fix it, he will. There is no need 
to remind him every 6 months 

about it... 

"Turn your face toward the sun 
and the shadows will fall behind 
you." ~ IVIaori Proverb 

AUTOMOBILES 

CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/ 
Truck. Running or Not! Top 
Dollar Paid. We Come To You! 
Call For Instant Offer: 1-888- 
420-3808 www.cash4car.com 

(AAN CAN) 

DONATE YOUR CAR - Fast Free 
Towing 24 hr. Response - Tax 
Deduction. UNITED BREAST 
CANCER FOUNDATION. 
Providing Free IVIammograms 
& Breast Cancer Info 888-792- 
1675 (Cal-SCAN) 

BUSINESS SERVICES 

DID YOU KNOW that not only 
does newspaper media reach 
a HUGE Audience, they also 
reach an ENGAGED AUDIENCE. 
Discover the Power of News- 
paper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call 916-288-6011 



or email cecelia@cnpa.com 

(Cal-SCAN) 

Guaranteed Income For Your 
Retirement. Avoid market risk 
& get guaranteed income in 
retirement! CALL for FREE copy 
of our SAFE MONEY GUIDE Plus 
Annuity Quotes from A-Rated 
companies! 800-375-8607 
(Cal-SCAN) 

BUSINESS OPPOR 

SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- 
MAKE&SAVE MONEY with 
your own bandmill- Cut lumber 
any dimension. In stock ready 
to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www. 
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800- 
578-1363 ExtSOON (Cal- 
SCAN) 

COMP/INET SERVICES 

AT&T U-Verse for just $29/ 
mo! BUNDLE & SAVE with AT&T 
Internet+Phone+TV and get 
a FREE pre-paid Visa Card! 
(selected plans). HURRY 
CALL NOW! 800-319-3280 

(Cal-SCAN) 

DirecTV - Over 140 channels 
only $29.99 a month. Call Now! 
Triple savings! $636.00 in 
Savings, Free upgrade to Genie 
&2013 NFL Sunday ticket 
free!! Start saving today! 1-800- 
291-0350 (Cal-SCAN) 

CAREER AIDS 

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here 
- Get trained as FAA certified 
Aviation Technician. Hous- 
ing and Financial aid for qual- 
ified students. Job placement 
assistance. Call Aviation In- 
stitute of Maintenance 
877-492-3059 (AAN CAN) 
YOU CAN BECOME an expert 



in HVAC installation and repair. 
Pinnacle Career Institute Online 
HVAC education in as little 
as 12 months. Call us today: 
1-877-651-3961 or go online: 
www.HVAC-Online-Education. 
com (Cal-SCAN) 

FINANCIAL SERVICES 

STRUGGLING WITH YOUR 
MORTGAGE AND WORRIED 
ABOUT FORECLOSURE? Reduce 
Your Mortgage & Save 
Money. Legal Loan Modification 
Services. Free Consultation. 
Call Preferred Law 1-800-587- 
1350 (Cal-SCAN) 

HANDYMAN 

One call, does it all! Fast and 
Reliable Handyman Services. 
Call ServiceLive and get 
referred to a pro today: Call 
800-958-8267 (Cal-SCAN) 

HAULING 

HAULING 24/7 Remove carpet, 
appliances, sofas, concrete. 
Lg. Truck. BILL 415-441-1054 

HELP WANTED 

Applications Engineer, San 
Francisco, OA: Require MS in 
Mechanical Eng, Industrial Eng 
or other related engineering 
fields. Require lyr of exp in 
any engineer title position & 
advanced knowig in PV system 
performance measurement & 
modeling. Send CV to Yingli 
Green Energy Americas, 601 
California St, #1150 SF, OA 

94108. 

$1000 WEEKLY!! MAILING 
BROCHURES From Home. 
Helping home workers since 
2001 Genuine Opportunity. 



No Experience required. Start 
Immediately, www.mailing- 

members.com (AAN CAN) 

*Come Back to New England. 
We Miss You! Are you one of 
those New Englanders who 
misses home, finds the Bay 
Area overpriced and not very 
friendly, and wishes you could 
work for a technology leader 
closer to your family members 
in Vermont, and New Hamp- 
shire, and upstate New York? 
Vermont Telephone Company, 
Inc., seeks data network 
experts, wireless technicians, 
social media advisers, cus- 
tomer service assistants, IPTV 
engineers, outdoor plant build- 
ers, and more to work full-time 
in Springfield, VT. We're GigE to 
every rural home in 14 beautiful 
Vermont villages. We're 4G LTE 
wireless broadband state-wide, 
with a pioneering pricing model. 
We're a multi-100 Gig four-state 
fiber network serving some of 
the largest universities in the 
world. We pay high salaries. 
Great benefits. Some of best 
skiing in North America. We're 
small enough that every 
employee becomes a key team 
member. We're large enough 
to be sometimes called one of 
the most innovative telephone 
companies in the world. 
Pease send your resume 
and cover letter to careers® 
vermontel.com. You'll love it 

here.* 

HOTEL SECURITY JOBS - Up to 
$18/ hr. Six day training and 
FREE job placement assis- 
tance. Many positions avail- 
able. CSI Security- North, 
(415) 391-3596, www.csisecu- 
rity.org. Financial aid available 
Looking for a Fresh Start for the 



New Year? Come work with the 
Largest Green Energy Provider 
in North America No Experience 
Needed. Training provided 
Earn up to $19/avg (entry level) 
Call San Fran 415-645-6479 
San Bruno 650-238-5404 
PEST CONTROL TECH 
BR II Experience Required, San 
Francisco Route, Top Pay, & 
Benefits. Willing to train with 
similar experience. 
Please call 800-244-1176 
Sr. Software Engineer: QuickPay 
Corp. Design and develop 
software for mobile server 
backend. Resume to: Bennett 
Thuener, QuickPay, 1123 Indus- 
trial Rd., Ste 200, San Carlos, 

OA 94070 

Truck Drivers, Obtain Class 
A CDL in 2 weeks. Company 
Sponsored Training. Also Hiring 
Recent Truck School Gradu- 
ates, Experienced Drivers. Must 
be 21 or Older. Call: 
(866) 275-2349 (Cal-SCAN) 
UtiliQuest is hiring locators 
in your area. No exp. req. 
Company Truck, paid training 
provided. Apply online www. 
utiliquest.com. UtiliQuest is an 
EOE (Cal-SCAN) 

LEGAL NOTICES 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO 
SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES. 
Date of Filing Application: 
December 19, 2013. To Whom 
It May Concern: The name of 
the applicant is: SHABU BAR, 
INC. The applicant listed above 
is applying to The Department 
of Alcoholic Beverage Control to 
sell alcoholic beverages at: 219 
KING ST, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
94107-1754. Type of Licenses 
Applied for: 41 - ON-SALE BEER 
AND WINE -EATING PLACE, 
Jan. 8, 15, 22, 2014 



The Annual Report of the Burk 
Chung Foundation, 837 Wash- 
ington Street, San Francisco, 
California 94108 is available 
at the Foundation's office 
for inspection during regular 
business hours. Copies of the 
Annual Report have been fur- 
nished to the Attorney General 
of the State of California. Burk 
Chung, Trustee. Fiscal year 
ended November 30, 2013. 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME CASE NUM- 
BER: CNC-13-549999. SU- 
PERIOR COURT, 400 McAllister 
St. San Francisco, CA 94102. 
PETITION OF Sophie Soo Song- 
Fang for change of name. TO 
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Pe- 
titioner Sophie Soo Song-Fang 
filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing names 
as follows: Present Name: 
Sophie Soo Song-Fang. 
Proposed Name: Sophie 
Soojung Song-Fang. THE COURT 
ORDERS that all persons inter- 
ested in this matter shall ap- 
pear before this court at the 
hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name 
should not be granted. NOTICE 
OF HEARING Date: 3/04/2014. 
Time: 9:00 AM, Room 514. 
Signed by Donald Sullivan, Pre- 
siding Judge of Superior Court 
on December 20, 2013. 

Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29, 2014 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILED NO. 
A-0355289-00. The following 
is doing business as PIKITOS 
LLC 2336 Mission St. San 
Francisco, CA 94110. The busi- 
ness is conducted by a limited 
liability company. Registrant 



commenced business under 
the above-listed fictitious busi- 
ness name on: 12/09/2013. 
This statement was signed by 
Ditson L. Garcia. This state- 
ment was filed by Guillermo 
Sandoval, Deputy County Clerk, 
on 12/09/2013. 
Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29, 2014 



MEDICAL 



PREGNANT? THINKING OF 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
agency specializing in matching 
Birthmothers with Families 
Nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID. Call 24/7 Abby's One 
True Gift Adoptions. 866-413- 
6293. Void in Illinois/New 
Mexico/Indiana (AAN CAN) 
Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert for 
Seniors. Bathroom falls can 
be fatal. Approved by Arthritis 
Foundation. Therapeutic Jets. 
Less Than 4 Inch Step-in. Wide 
Door. Anti-Slip Floors. Ameri- 
can Made. Installation Included. 
Call 800-799-4811 for $750 

Off. (Cal-SCAN) 

Medical Guardian - Top-rated 
medical alarm and 24/7 
medical alert monitoring. 
For a limited time, get free 
equipment, no activation fees, 
no commitment, a 2nd wa- 
terproof alert button for free 
and more - only $29.95 per 
month. 800-761-2855 (Cal- 
SCAN) 

Canada Drug Center is your 
choice for safe and affordable 
medications. Our licensed 
Canadian mail order pharmacy 
will provide you with savings 
of up to 90 percent on all your 
medication needs. Call today 
1-800-273-0209, for $10.00 
off your first prescription and 
free shipping. (Cal-SCAN) 



Do you take Cialis? or Viagra?? 
Save $500! Get 40 pills for 
only $99.00! Buy The Blue Pill! 
Call 888-547-7975 Satisfaction 
Guaranteed (Cal-SCAN) 

PERSONALS 

Curious About Men? Talk Dis- 
creetly with men like you! 
Try FREE! Call 1-888-779- 
2789 www.guyspy.com 

(AAN CAN) 

Feel the Vibe! Hot Black Chat. 
Urban women and men ready 
to MAKE THE CONNECTION 
Call singles in your area! Try 
FREE! Call 1-800-305-9164 

(AAN CAN) 

iHablas Espanol? HOT Latino 
Chat.Call Fonochat now & in 
seconds you can be speaking 
to HOT Hispanic singles in your 
area. Try FREE! 
1-800-416-3809 (AAN CAN) 
Where Local Girls Go Wild! 
Hot, Live, Real, Discreet! 
Uncensored live 1-on-l HOT 
phone Chat. Calls in YOUR city! 
Try FREE! Call 1-800-261-4097 

(AAN CAN) 

MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No 
paid operators, just real people 
like you. Browse greetings, ex- 
change messages and connect 
live. Try it free. Call now 1-800- 

945-3392. (Cal-SCAN) 

Real local sexy hot girls want 
you now. Free call 1-888-673- 
5066 (AAN CAN) 

ROOMS FOR RENT 

ALL AREAS - R00MMATES.COM. 
Browse hundreds of online 
listings with photos and maps. 
Find your roommate with a click 
of the mouse! 

Visit: http://www.Roommates. 
com. (AAN CAN) 
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RALPH FELICITY KRISTIN SCOTT TOM 
FIENNES JONES THOMAS HOLLANDER 

"ONE OF THE BEST 
. ^ PICTURES OF THE YEAR!" 

' ^ JH^^ Kenneth Turan, LOS ANGELES TIMES Todd McCarthy, HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 
\ ^^K^ , Manohla Dargis, THE NEW YORK TIMES 



THE INVISIBLE WOMAN 



BASED ON THE BOOK BY CLAIRE TOMALIN www sonyclassics com 

WRITTEN BY ABI MORGAN DIRECTED BY RALPH FIENNES imiMEMi classics 



LANDMARK THEATRES 



NOW 

PT A VTlvrr' Embarcadero Center 

X Xjr\X lilVJ OneEmbarcaderoCenter. (415) 352-0835 



STARTS FRIDAYJAN 17 AT 
LANDMARK SHAHUCK 
CAMERA 3 SAN JOSE 
CINEARTS@MARIN 3 
CENTURY 16 MTN. VIEW 



VIEW THE TRAILER WWWTHEINVISIBLEW0MANFILM.COM 



GUARDIAN 



Adventure doesn't come any bigger! 




DIRECTED BY 
JOHN CARPENTER 



LANDMARK THEATRES 



Fri-Sun Jan 17, 18 & 19 at MIDNIGHT! 

L I a y I h e a t r e BuyAdvanceTicketsOnlinetickets.landmarktheatres.com 

Fillmore at Clay • (415) 5 6 1 - 9 9 21 ' 



FILM LISTINGS 

CONT» 



NEW PARKWAY 474 24th St, OakI; www.thenew- 
parkway.com. $8. "ThrillvilleTheaten" Rainbow 
Black: Poet Sarah Webster Fabio, Sun, 12:30. 
PACIFIC FILM ARCHIVE 2575 Bancroft, Berk; 
(510) 642-5249, bampfa.berkeley.edu. $5.50- 
9.50. "Funny Ha-Ha: The Geniusof American 
Comedy, 1930-1959:" My Man Godfrey (La Cava, 
1936), Thu, 7; Duck Soup (McCarey, 1933), Sun, 
3. "The Brilliance of Satyajit Ray:" Pather Panchali 
(1955), Fri, 7:30; Aparajito (1956), Sat, 7:30; 
The World of Apu (1958), Sun, 4:45. At Berkeley 
(Wiseman, 2013), Sat, 3. 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE 2025 Broadway, OakI; 
www.ticketmaster.com. $5. To Catch a Thief 
(Hitchcock, 1955), Fri, 8. 
RED POPPY ART HOUSE 2698 Folsom, SF; www. 
redpoppyarthouse.org. $10-15. Blood Brother 
(Hoover, 2013), Thu, 7:30. With an installation 
of "Florecer, Blossomingand Living With HIV: 
Overcoming Stigma Through Art." 
ROXIE 3117 and 3125 16th St, SF; (415) 863- 
1087, www.roxie.com. $6.50-11. It's Not You, It's 
Me (2013), Wed, 7. The Punk Singer (Anderson, 
2013), Wed, 9. A Touch of Sin (Jia, 2013), Wed, 
6:45, 9:30; Thu, 9:15. Cupid's Conundrum 
(Adams, 2014), Thu, 7. 1 Am Divine (Schwarz, 
2013), Thu, 9:30. "OntheOtherSideofYou: New 
Korean Films," short films, Thu, 7. The Square 
(Noujaim, 2013), Jan 17-23, 6:45, 8:45 (also Sat- 
Sun,2,4). 

TANNERY 708 Oilman, Berk; berkeleyunder- 
groundfilms.blogspot.com. Donations accepted. 
"Berkeley Underground Film Society:" "LOOP 
Presents: Old School, New Light," short films. Sat, 
7:30; Monsieur Verdoux (Chaplin, 1947), Sun, 

7:30. 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF SAN MATEO 300 

E. Santa Inez, San Mateo; www.uusanmateo.org. 
Free. Dirty Wars (Rowley, 2013), Sun, 7. 
YERBA BUENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS 701 
Mission, SF; www.ybca.org. $8-10. "Ravishing, 
Radical, and Restored: The Films of Jack Smith:" 
Flaming Creatures (1962-63) with "Yellow 
Submarine" (1963-65), Thu, 7:30; Jack Smith 
and the Destruction of Atlantis (Jordan, 2006), 
Sun, 2, free with RSVP.sfbg 
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:|: NEW YOUNG MASSEUSES :|: 

FOOT MASSAGE: 
$19.99/pkg 

• Full Body 
Massage 

• FREE Sauna 

• Table Shower 
Available 




415-759-8577 

2450 Taraval St (SF) 

(Free Parking) * Bring Ad in for $5 Off Body Massage 



EMPIRE HEALTH CLUB 



•Oasis Day Spa* 

Mon-Sat I0am-9pin • Sun lOam-Spm 




r 
1 


Swedish + 
Deep Tissue 

$so 

Body Scrub 


Ms-.. 




$35 


Z501 Clement St and Z6th Ave, SF 



lOam-midnig] 

Many 
Beautiful J I 
Asian 
Girls to 
Choose 
From 



GRAND OPENING 




Visa/Mastercard/Discover accepted 
Now hiring masseuses with permits / H 



428 O'FARELL ST. @ TAYLOR 

(near Hilton Hotel San Francisco) 



I Hour Massage: $45 
Bay Relaxation Center 
166 Sacramento St. 

4I5-693-0288 



talktome/^ 



•com— ^ 



FIRST 

$10 




2eO KEARNV ST". 
2^° FL., SF, CA 941 OS 

415-951-9888 



Ocean 
Acupressure 

Deep Tissue, Acupressure 
& Massage Therapy 

GRAND 
OPENING 

massage 

witfi 
tfiis 
ad! 



415-239-8928 

1959 Ocean Ave.-SF 




HOtEY 

i|08-bi|7-i|2qD 




INTERRACIAL-KINK 

A Swinger Party 

Weekly Play parties from 9:00PM until... 



SAT. 1/18: 



Deliciously Sexy 
Couples and 
select Singles are 
welconne 
to attend. 



SKIRT NIGHT 



(510)388-5108 

Couples, Call Together 



NAST! 
GIRLS 




HARDCORE LIVE 1-ON-1 

1 .800.994.2625 



L 



BEGINNERS ARE WELCOME! 

*82.415.621.7406 




SPA 



CMT-Ouality Asian Massage 
Jiiui.ui - ; . *mFree Body Scrub & Shampoo 



Si.riim.iiri.<..i - /■. T 



\Free Private Garage Parking 




Meet Shirley, CMT 
6 Years Experience 



g40 Bush Street, SF CA 94109 41 5-! 
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BAY* GUARDIAN llilfcensed Medica'llliWSiSWISS^^ 



HAIR MODELS NEEDED! | 

Cutting and Color at DiPietro Todd Salon. 

Call (415) 693-5549. www.dipietrotodd.com. 

Massage 

I like to have fun, relax, and enjoy myself. Maybe you 
would too? Available days & evenings. Incall/Outcall 
415-435-7526 



Advertise Here! 

Call 415.255.3100 
for info and rates. 

BAY- GUARDIAN 




Caring for our community 
one patient at a time. 

2366 San Pablo Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94702 

510-540-6013 
www.mybpg.com 




Compassionate 

# He a* th Opti o n s 

• Real Doctors - Real Care 

• Professional and Affordable 

• Totally Confidential 

• Quality ID Cards 

.. • 24/7 Safe Verification 

Hanya Barth, M.D. 



WE MATCH ANY LOCAL PRICE! 



www.Green2 1 5.<om 
1(877) PROP-215 

1(877)776-7215 

Oakland | San Francisco | San Jose 
(1200 Howard St @ 8th) 



^i^lS^SHMa ANY PRICE 

c^i^^i^ WITH PROOF 





Sweaters. 



Made in USA— Sweatshop Free 
Operated by Dov Charney 



American Apparel 





JUST BRtNC 
THEM f JV S 
GET THE MOST 

?)CA$H!® 

CddI New Releases 

ON SALES 




Buy Sell Traile 

CD'S DUDS BttM-rays 
LP'S Vfcreo Games 

SAN FRANCISCO 

2350 Market 
(ai5) 282-8000 

streetlightrecorils.cDm 

SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY 



AFFORDABLE MEDICAL MARIJDANA CARDS WE'VE GDT THE BAY AREA COVFRED! 



We Will Match ANY ; 4^ 
Local Competitor's Price. ^| ^ 

Walk- Ins Welcome. 




Must bring a(j • 1 per patient 
"Renewals only 



OAKLAND 

2633 Telegraph Ave. #109 
Mon - Sat: 10am - 6pm • Sun: 12-5pm 
Open 7 Days a Week • 510-832-5000 
OaklandMarljuanaCenter.com 



SAN JOSE 

115 N. 4th St., Suite 106 
Mon - Sat: 11am - 7pm • Sun: 12-5pm 
Open 7 Days a Week • 408-998-0980 
SJ420.com 



VALLEJO 

432 Tennesse St. 
Mon -Sat: 10am -6pm 
707-644-1667 
Vallejo420md.com 
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